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The Doves Innocency and the 


Serpents {ubtilty, wherein 


'i7 Originall, 
Continuance, Ef 
. he Properties, 9 the worlds Envieand 
PF NCanſes, hatred to the Godly 
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 CiſueandEffeds 


© I pithilylaid open and applyed. 
By R. Funins. 
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*EN, 3.15. 1 Will put Enmity between thee and the 
Woman, and betweene thy ſeed and ber ſeed: : it- foals 
LOr1{e thy head, and than halt bruiſe his heel, 
'R 0.29.27. A wicked man is Abomination to the Fuſt, 
a be that us upright in his way, tn Abomination to the 
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is s pithily laid oper and applied, by way of | 
{veſ60% and Arſer, between a weake and| | 
fan experienced: Chriſtian. | bb ae 
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Ne Queſtion, 


= 5 Ow 1s:t, that the e praitice of Chriſti 


ff 


b-S- 1 ll a77ty is every where ſpoken egatuſs,. 
os ——_ ky under the name of Schiſme, as the 
| I RA EN czefe Zewes told Paulrn bis time? | 
| | Enut__— At; 8,22. ed that ſo ſoore 


145 mer become religious and conſcionable,they are. 
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'- {( whocan give moſt congruous Names to Natures ) 
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| Wolves, Mat. 10,16. between whomthereis a ftranhe 


] © Itisan everlaſting rule of the - 
| born after the Fleſh will perſecute bimt 
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ſong ofthe drunkards, Pſal. 69. 12. And ge- 
erally hated of all, HMatth. 10.22. FR 
Anſwer. Know yee nat (faith Saint Fames ) that the| 
eLnirty of the World, is the Enmity of God ? And that 
whoſoever will be a friend of the World makgth himſelfe 
the enemy of God ? James 4.4. A wicked may (laith So-} 
1omon_) is abomination to the Juſt, and be that 1s upright 
in bis way, is abomination to the wicked, Pro.2 942.7. 
. There is a naturall Enmity, and a fpiricugll An- 
ripathy berweene the men of the World and the 
Children of God; whence it is, that the holy Ghoſ | 


uſeth in rhe Scripture, Gods DiRionary, not onely | 
ro call wicked men, Adders, Afpes, Onckatrices, |. 
Serpents, Dragons, Lyons, Tygers, &c. Pſal.10.9. 
& 74.13 & 80.13. 140.3. Eſay 14.29.Dan.7 Zepb,| 
3. Matth. 23,33. which are the mortalleſt enemies | 
romankind that live", but moſt frequently /Wolves, 
and the godly Sheep ; Bebold ( faith our Saviour to| 
Ins Apoſtles) T ſend you fortlf os Sheep In the midſt of 
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contraritty and antipathy living, and dead, as both 
Narnraliſts-and Lutiniſts obſerve,” & © © 
oftles, He that 3s | 
at is born. after the 
Spirit, Gal. 4.29, not becaule he isevil,bur becauſe he, 
1s ſo much better then himſelf, x Zob2.3.12.becaufe bis 
hfe is not like other mens , his wayes are of another 
faſhion, #7; ac 15, for therefore Tpeake they .evill of you, 
becauſe yee will no longer run wito them to the ſame ex= | 
ceſſe of 19or, 1 Per 4 4. TC 
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. Queſt. But are not many diſcouraged, and | 
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others beater off from bezng Religious, through 153 
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]|theDevill and che World have caſt upon Religion 
| and che praQifers of Piety; which makes our Sayi- 
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|[Thathe will be aſhamed of ſuchat the lateer diy, who| 
are now athamed for his ſake, to beate a few ſcoffes 


| the aaily ſcoffes and 'reproathes, which in every} 


{ thar men feare nothing more then to have 2 name 


| koly then prophane, becauſe holineſſe is worſe in- | 
]rreated thep p ophanenefſe: with Peter we are apt to 


| Chriſts enemics.: and with Davis, to difſertb 
{Faith g whrea weare amongſt Philſtimr. Like thoſe | 


of Afen, more than the praiſe of God, wee chooſe.to | 


| will, -but we dare not ſhew ir, becauſe of rhis, we 
| would pleaſe him, yer fo as. we. might nor diſpleaſe | 


| Goſpell, we will follow Chrift, fo Civige propangd 
 Fno other conditions, then what wee like. of > bur | 
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place the godly meete withall, for refuſing to| 
doe as others doe with whom they are conver-\ 
ſant 2 © 1 ir 


Avnſw, Yea millions, there being no ſuch cubin 
the way to Heaycn as thar generall contempt which | 


our pronounce that man blefſed that Ir not” offended tn: 
him, Manth. 11,6, For hereby it is growne to that, 


that they feare God, and are more aſhamed to bee | 


deny our Religion, when we comein coomy with 


e our: 
white-liverd Rulers, Johr:1 2 42. who loved the praiſe 


conceale our knowledge of, and love to: Chriſt, leſt | | 
we thonld be mockr, have ſo many frownes, and 
frumps, and cenſures, and ſcoffes, be branded with. 
that odious and ftigtaticall name of anHypecrite, 
Tc. | VE | 

True, with Nic>demus, we owe God ſome good | * 
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hand 


others, nor nr" ſelves, Like the young man in the. 


what will be the .iffue | our Saviour faith exprefly. | 
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| and reproaches from the World, Mark 8. 28. 
But ſecondly, ir fo forcſtallerh ( ſuch as arewith- 
out ) with Pregudice againſt goodnefſe and circum- 
ſpe&walking, thar they reſolve never to be Reli- 
ious. ſo long as they live: As how many not onely 
{umble at Chriſt, 'the living and chiefe corner ſtone, 
eleZ of God, and prectoys, but quite fal asat aRocke of 
off-nce ; yea, utterly difallow of the things thar.are 
exce}lenr, onely through the contempe which is caſt 
upon Religion? 1 Pet,2.7,8. 

What ſuch mens thoughts are we may heare fram 
the damned in Hell, Ie foo/es thought, their lives mad- 
nefſe, Os. Wiſa. 5, 3 44 And experience ſhewes,. that 
a7 will hate a man to the death, though he. have 
nothing to condemne him, bur his being holy, 

' Yea, where Satan bath once ſet this-his porter of 
Prej dice” though Chriſt himſelfe were on earth, that 
ſou:e would tumble and bee offended at his 1 yery 
beſt ations ; as we ſee in the Scribes and Phariſees, 
who made an evill conſtru&ion of: whatſoever he 
did or ſpake : Fpr when he wrought Miracles, .hee 


the power of Devils ; When hee reproved fingers; 
| their favourer : When he healed the ſick, he was a 

_ +} breakerof the Sabbarh, &c, 7b» 8, 

where the Adinoniſlied hath + an evill gpinian of.rh W 

Aditiviiiſher. Secondly,they are BIS þ gainſt  yec]- 


argument, the. thoughr of thoſe things preſenry 
| paſſes. away like the ſound of a Bell thatis rung, 


| ding, "Thirdly, lerrhem be convince by Artgth Ro 
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was a Sorcerer: When he caſt out Devils, it was by | 


he was a ſeducer: When he recgjved linners,:; 'he was | 


Nor © the higheſt cloquenceof the beſt Preacher :. 
ever reclaime ſuch, For firſt, words are vagabondss 
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{ciples could not caſt our thar Devill;no morecan all 


in-one man , i mote then tp cure the ſcaven deadly 
flanes (as thePapiſts tearme'them } in another, Nay 
(if I may ſpeake. it wich reyerence.) what meanes 
can God uſe that ſhall be able to convert ſuch an one? 
| The nine plagues: ſhall not-.prevaile with Pharaoh; 
the -graves ogening, the dead arifing; rhe vayle of 


the Centurion.contefſing, &c; will doe. no good up= 
ponthe Seriber and Phariſees ;, Y=a; though 4bab be 


ſhall periſh > Jet he-goetb and- ſpeeds accordingly, > 
* Queſt.” Bus how ſhavid- weeks” Chrifttdin 
tnow the myſtery of this iniquity, ſhake off this 


for the preſent holds them ? 


 cleare your judgement, and cure your Prejudicegthat | 
| 
| thoſe evitl rongaes, which are. ſet oz fire from Hel; | 


1ly.couplesthe knowledge af cauſe, and che conqueſ? 
of all texts rofetiare 0200 5 2 

t _-Firft,'for the Informing of your jJudgemetit; our 
| S2viour Chrift and his Apoſtles hath abundanily.fore- 
told the Gme Ofs multituds of prediftions Ple.on-" 
ly. inſtance rhree or" foure, AU that will live godlyin | 
\Ghrift Feſas fol ſuffer prſccutidn,: 2 Tin.3,153. Not | 
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which we read ofs Math. 17.16. For as all the DI» 


ſtaviſk'yoke of bondage andfeare, in which Satan 


- efufw.. Search the Scriptures, and they will g| 
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| the Preachers this : for. $he Cure of Prejudice alone | 
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the Temple renting, the lighe. of the Sunne-faylingz | 


told from the Lord, that if he goe ro Warre h&e | | 


| 
| 


| in ſome meaſure you ſhall be enabled to qaeneh thoſe þ 
| fiery dares, Epheſe 6.16, I meane, the reproaches of | 


Fatnes 3.6. for V Irgel maſt excellently and profonnd= þ- 


' nib; brit att; ambwhat all jbuceven all tharc will | 
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| ther texcs in che Biblebur chis one, -it were omni- 


ſufficient to rake away Prejudice and wonder touch» 


rures arefull of the like, Tee ſpall be hated of all men 
and Nations ( lairhour Saviour }) for my Names ſake 
Math. 10. 22. & 24.9, Nar of a few, but of al 
Men and Nations ; tvart is, all naturall men, or the 


yea, and for no other cauſe, bar” for profeſſing of 
Chrifts Name, Neither is Chriſt @ Signe t0 be ſpoke 
againſt of many in Babylon, or Aſſyria, bur of many 


lickly. 


try-men drave him our, and caft him downe head- 
Tong, Lwke 4,39. Yea, who was his greateſt enemy 
but his greateſt friend, even one of his houſhold- 
for hishaulring ? 


bove his Maſter, Jobn 15 . 20, But Chriſt having fuf- 


thee? Beſides, thar ancient predi&ion muſt be ful- 
filled, 1 will put enmity betweene the ſeed of the Ser- 
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ing the Worlds hatred and calumny : bur the Scrip- | 


in 1/rael, Luke 2, 34+ where Religion is proteſt pub- | 


Yea, when ſincerity is wanting, the nearer the [ 
line with any oppoſition, the greaterEclips. The Ga- 
dereans but beſought Chrif ro depart ;his owne coun | 


Chaplains? And who but Feremies familiars watched 
| Againe (faith our Saviour ) The Servant is not s- | 


fered fo much, if we ſhould reft, the Servant werea- | 
{bove his Maſter, which were ſenflefie.to thinke : For 
{could not his wiſedome, inmcency, and holinelk, ; 
fence him from theſe feornes , and can thine fence 


pent, and the ſeed of the Woman , Gen, 3,15, But, iff 
there beno warre betweene the men of the World, | 
and the children of God ; if they ſhould nor. hate 
and periccute us, this Prediftion were nos fulfilled : 
Yea, all rhe former prediftionsof {brift, and many, 
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phery once 10 thinke. 


efote marvel! mot; rity brethren; thouphthe World 

hate" you, as Saint John ſpeakes, 1 Fobr 3.1 3. Neither 
corht it ffrange; as Saint Peter bath ie, concerning the 
fiery tryall which is among you to prove you , as though 
ſome ſtrange thing were come unto you, i Pet. 4. t2. for 
Chriſt 4d is Croſſe are unſeparable; Lzke i 4427. 
 Againe, fearch the whole Bible over; and yoti 
ſhall nor finde one holy man mentioned , withour 
mention of ſomething h-e ſuffered from ungodly 
menz a$ir were eafie ro inftance, how eel; Lot; 
Noab, Righteous men , Ir, the Father of the 


thers of the Church, meek Moſer, upright Sanmel: 
holy David, wiſe Solomon, all the Lords Pricſts, Pro? 


] phets, Apoſtles ; yea, the harmelefle Babes; and.our | 
Saviour Chriſt himſelfe, did ſeverally ſuffer from | 


wicked and ungodly men : Yea, never man camertg 
Heaven, bur firſt he paſt thotow this Purgatory : God 
had'one Sorme withour finne, but never any one : 
withour ſuffering ; which makes-uur Saviour ſay; 
Woe be to you, when all men ſpeake well of you, that 1s; 
when evil men 


doing, Matth, 5. 11, Which leads me to the fecond | 
point; 5 | ok 
Secotidly, For Seciprtures to confirme, comfort, 56d | 
ficengthen weake Chriſtians againſt the Worlds | 
hatred and calumny; theſe would be applyed which | 
| ZE 


| men ſpeake well of you, for fo did the | 
Fewes of the falſe Prophers, Lake 6. 26, Whereas hie }. 
pronhounceth rhem bleſſed, which heare il] for well | 
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|rhac I omit, ſhould bee falſe ; which were blaſ 


| Faithfull, Iſaac, Facob, Foſeph, Patriarches and Fa- | 


follow: © = <0, OS 
Bleſſed are they ( faith our Saviour) which (affer per? 
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\ſeration for righteonſheſſe ſake; for theirs is the Kingdome 
4 | 5 nn! FI” 


—— 


'F of Heaven, Math; 5:10 And againe, Bleſet FL __— 'F 
] manner of evill againſt you falfly for my ſake, #ejojee and 
7 fo perſecuted they the Prophets which were before yon, ver. 
1 11.12, And Saint Peter, Regoyce, tmafmuch as yee are | 


' partakers of Chriſts ſufferings, that when bis glory ſhall | 
' be revealed, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding Joy, for if | 


{7. 28. Yea, in the ſame Chapter, verl. 29, he pre- 


| remprorily coneludeth, That they are ele&of God, | 
\ from this ground, Thatthey recezvedthe Word in much | 


| the ſpsrit of glory and of God reſteth upon you ; Which | 
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when men ſhall revile you, aud perſecnte'yon, and [ay\all | 


be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in Heaven, for 


wa . 


ye be reproached for the Name of Chriſt, bappy are ye, for | 


on their part 7s evill ſpoken off, but on your part 1s glori- 
fied, 1 Pet. 4.12,13,14. Loe, hereis reward enough 
for all that men or devils can doe againſt us: And 
what will not men undergo, fo their reward may be 
anſwerable? | | 

 Butyerfurther, W hat ſaith Saint Parl ? 1n nothing | 
feare our adverſaries, whoſe malice is to them a token of | 
perdition, but to yorof ſalvation, andthat of God, Phil. | 


ferrerhthe gift of ſuffering before the gift of beleving: |. 
Andinhis Epiſtle to the Church of Theſſalanice pe- 


afflittion with qoy in the boly Ghoſt, Examine theſe Scri Y 
tures againe and againe, for every word of them is/ 
ponderous, and confider of whom, and,by whom | 
they were ſpoken : then certainely thon wilt con- 
fefTe, that if therebe any Ne&r in this life, *tis in 


| 


} 
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' it theeafier, becauſe the ſervants of vice doe it. 


{orrowes wee endure for Righteouſneſſe, And me- | 
thinkes, when Theare goodnefle caJumniated, Ibeare 


Queſt. what zs the Originall gr0ard of the 
Worlds batred? b | 
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| - Anſw. That proclamation. which God-himſelfe| 
-made in Paradiſe, Ger, 3..15s. where he ſaith unto | 
he Serpent 411 will put ennatty betweene thee, and the W0= | 
man, and betaveeuethy ſeed, and her ſeed : be, ox, foall 
bruiſe thine bead, and thou' ſhalt: braiſe bis-beele.. ” . 
Queſt. hat is meant here by Enmity? | 
 Anſw, A bitter, immoderarte, inveterate,-irrecon- |. 
ciliable and engleſle harred and diviſion; oppofite to | 
that amiry and familiarity which formerly had becn} 
| betweene.the Woman and the Serpent. - 


| Queſt. Betweene whom was this Enmitypro-{' . + 
CHEE: © iow 2. ul 4 
eAnſw, Berweene the Serpent and his feed, on]: © 


the one {idz;z and the Woman and her feed, onthe | 
or... + OS 4 
| Queſt. #hat :s meant by the Serpent and 
his Seed? . $3 %k | $ 
: Anſw,' Firſt, by the Serpent-we are to underſtand” | 
Satan, who opened the Serpents mouth, and caus» | 
ſcdit-ro ſpeake with. mans'voice; as the Lord by an}. 
Angell opened che mouth of Balaams Aﬀe, Nnm-) 
berf22Q 1.2 a3 $45 -- : - 1 
b Secondly, By the Se*pents ſeed is meant the whole} 
| generation of wicked men, as'all Interpreters con-' 
clude, "and; other Scriprures make cleare, calling. 
them Serpents, Generation of Vipers, and Children'| 
of the Devill,. 21atth. 23. 33. John 8. 44, x' Fobn'|| 
| 3+ FOs. 1.00% | | 4 
| © Queſt. What 7s meant Ly the Woman and- | 
i her Seed? If a NE: 

| | eſ1ſw, By the woman $ meant Zve; by her ſeed 
|. | we are tounderſtand firtt and chiefly (rip, the fin- I 
gular Seed; who was {0 the Seed of the VV oman, | ar 
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| as that he was not of the Man, Gal. 4.4; b5ing borne 
mee Iſaigh 7. 14. Ss Y" Tp 
Secondly, It imploycth all his members, the Elc&, 
whenonce regenerate, who are not onely Eves ſeed 
{ as ſhe was the Mother of all living by nature ,- bur 
by faich alſo ; as elſe whererthey arecalicd the feed, 
or children of « Forabem, Gal. 3.29. 
Queſt. #hat ercafioned the Lord to proclaime 
| ths emmity © ED 
Anſw. Adams fimne, in eating the forbidden fruit, | 
and Sarans malice, in moving and feducing him 
thereunto was the meritorious cauſe : the otiginall 
of this diſcord is from Originall fin. 
Queſt. what inſtrattoz affords this £ 
- Anſw, Firſt, That to be without reproaches and 
perſecutions wee may rather with then hope. For 
what peace can we looke for betweene rhe Seed of 
the Woman, and the Seedof the Serpent, ſeeing God 
himſelfe, fromthe beginning, hath ſer themt at en- 
mity? Yea, once tocxpedtt it wereancfie&otf frenzy, 
not of hope; a | at at Þ 
Secondly, If the Lord hath put this enmity be- | 
| eween is andthe wicked, here is comfort in ſuffering, | 
warrant in oppofing- | 
Thirdly, If the Seed of the Woman fight on Chriſt: | 
ſide, and they have Gods Word for their warrant, | 
| they axe ſare to have him afliſt them, and prevent 
their enemies. And is not that God wefighr for, a-| 
ble enough tovindicateall our wrongs ? ET 
Queſt. Dotb that hatred and enmity conti- 
rue to this day . | BE 
eAnſw, Yes, thewords arc ſer downe indefinite 
without limitation, and ſo fignifie tkar ic thall be: 
7% perpetual,” 
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perpetual, fromthe beginning of rime ro the end of | 
all rima. When time ( faith one) began, this ma- 
lice firit began, nor will it end bur with che lateſt 
man ;-it ig.an everlaſting A of Parliament, like a 
Starute in Aagna Charta. D | : | 
Queſt. Toproceed from Expliication to Con- 
firmation, and fo ta Application, How prove you, 
That there hath beene in all ages paſt, is now, 
and ever ſhall bee betweene the micked aud the | 
. | godly aperpetuall Warre, ewnity and ſtrife, ac- 
| Feonding to the Lords Predifiton, or Proclama- | 
tion £ | __ 
Anſw, For proofeI conld produceteftimonies and | 
| examples innumerable, there being ſcarce a page in | 
| | the Bible, which dothnot exprefle, or imply ſome- | 
what touching this enmity. Yea, as if the Scriptures | - 
contained nothing elſe, the Holy Ghoſt ſignificantly | 
calls chem the Booke of the Battles of the Lord, | 
\ Numb. 21.14. as Rxpertss well obſerves. But I will | 
confine my lelfe, and onely mention three examples | 
in-eyery age. MN 
7, To begin with the firſt age,/7z, the old World } 
before the Floud. Wereade of this war, enmity and | 
firife betweene C.zime and Abel, 1 Fobn 3.12, Be- |, 
tween L e:mech andthe holy Seed, Gen, 4.23,24.and | 
berween thoſe wicked Gyants, which 22ſes ſpeakes | 
of, and the ſonnes of God, Ger.6.2. to 12, Yea, | 
thoſe Gyants bade battle ro Heaven, as our Mythos | 
logiſts add, to ver.4. _ | 
2. After the Floud, before the Law, berweene all 
the men. of Sodome and righteous Ler, Ger, 19.4. 9: 
| rx. 2 Pet. 2, 8. Berweene Hagar and 1/mzel, the 
horns. nee aha herfonne, and Sarah and Tjazcthe| - 
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Free-woman, andt | 
{| Andberween Eſau and Facob: firſt in the wombe, the 
more plainely to ſhadow out this enmity, Ger, 25: | 


i . +& » ” 


_ 


nd her ſon, Gen.31 «9,10, Gal. 4 29* 


—_—__ __ 


22,23, and afcer they were borne, Ge:.27.41, 

3. After the Law, before Chriſt, berweene Doeg 
_ the eighty five, Prieſts; which he ſlew with the 
e 
zabell and all the Prophers of the Lord, which the 
deftroyed, 1 Kimgs 18. 13, 14. And berweene the 
Heads in Tfraelin 45cavs time,andall rhart were gaod, 
Micab 3.2. SER X hy 
4+ Since the Goſpell, in thetime of Chriſt and his 
Apoftles this enmity ſo manifeſted it ſelfe, not onely 
in the Gentiles, butin the Fewer, Gods owne people, 
who firſt moved thoſe perſecutions againſt Chrift and 


| 


Harbinger, and crucified himſclfe the Lord of life, we | 
read, that of all the Twelve, none, dyed a 'naturall 


death ſave onely Saine fobr, andhe allo was baniſh- 
into a Tun of ſeething oyle at Rome, as Tertullian 


& 12.1, t05, Rom. 8,36. Tobn,2T.18,19. * 
Now all theſe, beſides many orher of his Diſciples, 
ſuffered martyrdome meerely for profeſſing the faitly 


ed, ſome beheaded, ſome thruſt thorow with Speares, 

ſomeburnt with fire, with 2 multitude of other-B&- 

leeyers, for Eccleſiaſticall Hiſtory makes menriofiof 
two thouſand which ſuffered the ſame day with 'Nz- | 
cauor, Att and Iſmtments,, page 232, which makes 

Saint Par] cry our, I :inke that God nth ſet forth us 

the Iaft Apoſtles, as men appointe 

4.9. _ 


\ 


age of the ſword, 1 Sam, 22.78, 19, Betweene Fe- | 
e 


| 


his Members, that having beheaded 'Fobz Bapciſt his | 


ed by Domitian to Pathmos ; and at another time thruſt |- 


and Saint Hierom doe report : See Acts 7.51, to 60;] 


of Chriſt; whereof ſome were ſtoned, ſome crucift- | 


d to deny , 1Corimih, | 
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| the Chriſtians, which was for three hundred yeares, 


there was ſuch an innumerable company of innocetit 
Chriſtians pur to death and rormented , that Sainr 


ſaith, There is no one day in the whole yeare unto 
which the number of five thouſand-Martyrs" might 
not be aſcribed, except onely the firſt day:of Tatiua- 
rorments that ever the wit or malice of- meny'or 
then twenty nine ſeverall deaths thar they were pur 
unto,if no other be omitted. 


6.'From the Primitive times and infancy of the 


their parts, in ſhedding the blood of the Saints, as 
well asthe Feres and Roman Emperours : touching 


of As and Monuments , Yer becauſe a taſte way 
pleaſe fome, I will inſert what rhe Holy Ghoſt hath 


| cad with the blood of the Alariyrs of Feſus, Revel.17, 


ed Martyrdom: avotr: Tranſubſtantiation- 


4 
{> 


$. Afrer the Apoſtles, if we conſider the refidue| 
of theten Perſecutions, rayſed by the Romans againſt | 


till che comming of godly Conſtantine, we find that 


Devils could invent to-inflict ; we reade of no-leffe |: 


Church hitherto the-Twrke and-the Pope have ated | 
which, for brevitiesſake, I referre you to the Booke þ 


toretald in the Revelation, touching the Pope, who | 
cals bamſelfe ChriFs. Vicar and fapreame Head of the | 
Church : the Angell, ſpeaking of the Whoreof Bi. 

bylon, ſaith, She"w as drunke with the blood of the Saints | 


6. Whichin part was fulfilled in Englarid, under the | 
raigne of Queene ſary, when in one yeare, a hun-]. 
dred ſeventy fix pzrſons of good quality were burne | 
foo Religiov, wich many of the comman fort + and |' 
in Frazct,tor beforgchelſe late bloody Maſfacres,there | 
were more thenrwo:hnundred thonfand which ſaffer- | 
For'the | 
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Hierome ( in his Epiſtle to Chromatins and Heliwodorws ) | * 


ry, who were pur to the moſt-exquiſire deaths and} 


_chiefe | 
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chief perſecutors of Cbrift and his followers , i | 


'* I thevifble outward communionof the Saints. 


'S 


| full, in their ſverall rimes, were hated, traduced, 


- { live. Is the World mended with age? Yea, I would 
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The Cure 


not Atheifts, or T wrkg, or Tewes , bur ſuch 25 hold 
ereat place inthe Church , Antichriſtians and Pſer- 


excommunicate you, that is, they ſhall blob oue your 
names from among Gods people, or caſt you out from 


And indeed, vertue bath ever ſuffered moſt from 
choſe, which ſhould; and ſeeme to uphold her ; and 
intruders upon other mens righe can indure any man, 


vants of him whom they intrude upon, as you may 


and Robbers, and Spoylers of the Vineyard, bur the 
ſervants; yea, and the ſonne too, and the end of all 
was, that they might take the Inheritance. | 

Yea, the godly have ever ſuffered moſt from ſuch 
as profeſſe the ſame Faith and Religion with them, 
It hath beenthe complaint almoſt of all the Fathers 
and Saints of God, whieh have written, thar the faith 


calumniated, flandered, reproached, accuſed, perſe- 
euted and condemned of ſuch as profeſle the ſarmeRe- 
ligionwith ther, though under other pretencex, yer 


and would not rufh ſo boldly into fin as others, 
clefiaſticall Hiſtory, lib. 6. Chap, 4. 5.16, *' 
7. 


Ec- 
o.come unto theſe preſent times wherein we 


roGod wedid not find,that asitis inthe lictle world, 


onely for their auſtzre and holy Lives, that they flick | 
[cloſe to the truth , made conſcience of their wayes, | 


f KEECE 2 


| 


| docbriftians 5 which makes our Saviour ſay they hall | 


how bad ſoever, rather to live by them, then the ſer- | 


| ſee, Aft, 21, 33+to39. where thoſe Farmers of the | 
Vineyard killed the ſervants, who came to receive 


[their M:ſtcrs rent : they did not kill the Theeves, 
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the older it grows the more diſeaſed ; fo in thi great 
I | World, 
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World, theolder the more vicious ; that theconſum. 
mation of times and finnes were nor met together 
uponus. But as commonly in a difcaſed body all the 
humcurs fall downe into the Legs or fe | 
_ | an Ifſue there : & the corrnprion of all ages hath ' 

[Aiden downe into this of ours, as into the feete. 

| Many ( fairhthe Nuts) a are enemies to | 
the Crofſe of Chriſt, Philip. 3. 18. If many in Saint 
Panles rime, more now; for Satan, who was then 


but a ſhort 
time, Revel,r2.12. To ſpeakeonely of the entertains 
ment which piery findes imong ſuch as wonld- bae 


which principally I intend, Is it poſſible for a man 
tolivea conſcjonable and unreproveablelife,abſtaine | 
from drunkenneſſe, ſwearing, prophaning the Lords 


any, bezealous for the glory of God, &c, withour 
Ing tradaced, calumniated, hated, ſlandered and} 
PErſecuted far the fame? Na, it is not poſſible : for 


nefſeof a ſwearer, or a drunkard, we are ſare to be | 
perſecuted for our righteouſnefle, as Abe} was pere'| 
ſecuted of Caine, becauſe his Sacrifice was betrerthen 


he will be more then almoſt a Chriſtian, he is curions, 
phanraſticall, fa&ious, and ſhall be notked withthe | 
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or feet, and make | 


bound, is now looſed again out of his pou andhath | 
| great wrath, becanſe he knowes hehath 


counted ( nor onely Chriſtians, but) Proteftants, |- 
day, ſeparate himſelfe fromevill ; yea, wicked come} 
if our xighceouſneſſe doe bur exceed the righteonl- | | 


his. If a man walke with God, heis roo preciſe: if | 


Spirir, as if the'Spirit of God were aSpirirt of diſhos | - 
nour and ſhame. How common a thing is it to wound | 
altholineffe under the name of Puritan, a'name ſo 
ful of theſerpents enmity,as theeggeofa Cockatrice | 
is full of poyſen? Whatſhauld I ſay The World is} 
I | growne ſo muck, knave, that *tis now a vice be} - 


honeſt, | 
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{Eon O the Jeploreh® condition. of theſe times ! 

| Even the Devill himſelfe durſt not have been fo im- 

pudent, as to: have ſcofr at holinefle in thoſe ancient 
| © Jandpurer times: bur now I could even finke downe 
5. *” 7 with Cham, to ſee Chriſtianity every where fo dif- 
Fs Þ countenanced:our very names come into few mouths. 
py” 4 | z : b 
- * { outof which ahey rerurne bur with reproaches, A- 


| moneſt the. reſt of our ſiniies, O God, be mercitull ro 


| che contemprof thy Servants, | 
{ True, blefſed be God, and our gracious Soveraigne 


the. very breath of our noſtrils, we (uffer little but the 
laſhofevill rongues ; bur were wicked mens powers | 
anfwerable to their wils..and malice, they would de- 
| ever ns. up to be afflifted, put us out of the Synagogues, 
| excommunicate and kill ux, as our Saviour ſhewes, Fohn | 
1.6.2. 32, and Mat.24. 9. Ef 
{ Yea, their enmity and-hatred would be ſo virus 
Hent and bicter, that the brother would. betray the | 
brother to death, rhe father the ſonne, and the Chil-| 
dren would riſe up againſt their Parents, and cauſe | 
| them to dye, the kinſman againſt the kinſman , al 
| the friend againſt the friend, onely for ,profeſſing | 
{_ -- |Chrifts Name, and being religions, as himſelfe at-| 
|, - |firmes, Hatth, 10.34,35,36. Luke21.16,17, Neir 
|» theris it ſtrange, for this was one of the cnds of | 
( Chriſts comming into the World, as gppeares, Mgr, 
Mo. 34, 35: where himſelfe ſaith , Thinke not that T\ - 
| as come 10. ſendpeace, but the ſword ; meaning betweene 
 Frhe Seed of the Serpent and the Seedof the Woman ; |: 
; iy T am come to ſet a man at variance againſt kis Far 
ber , the daughter-in-Law againſt the mother-in-Law, 
.* hand 2 maus enemies ſhall be they of his owre houſ#old , 
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was upright Abe] perſecuted and (lain, but by his own 
brother Caine £ Who {coffed ar righteous Noah, but 
his owne ſonne Chim 7 By whom was that vertuous 
| and retigious Lady Barbara put ro death, for im- 
| bracing che Chriſtian Faith, but by her owne Father 
't | Dioſcorns ? And laſtly, by whom was our Saviour 
Chriſt betrayed, butby his owne Diſciple Judas? | - 
$, Forthe time ro come, As this trite and enmity 
in the wicked againſt the godly, was early in ics en- 
rrance, taking irs firſt being in rhe beginning of time, | 
al hath conſtantly continued hitherto : {> ir will 
be long in continuance, and endure to the end of 
time, as the Scripture ſhewes : Yea, the laſt rem- 
nants of time are likely to haye the moit of it, be- 
cauſz as in them love ſhall wax cold, . Math.2 4,12, 0 
| jaslovegroweth cold, contention groweth hot, _ 
More expreſly the Holy Ghoſt foretels, That m2 the 
laſt dayes ſhall come ſuch perilous times, that all who will 
live godly ſhall ſuffer perſecution, and that toward the 
end of the World there ſh1ll be ſcoffers ; falſe accuſers , 
curſed ſpeakers, fierce deſpiſers of them tvat be goed, ſucb | 
as (hall turne the grace of God into wantonneſſe, and des |. 
ny God the onely Lord, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; And | 
being fleſhy, not having the Spirit, they ſhall ſbeake evil | 
of the things which they know not; eAnd wiatſoeyer 
things they know naterally as brute beaſts, which are Withs + _ 
ont reaſon, in thoſe things they ſhall corrupt themſelves, | 
And that many fyll follow their danmaile wayes,; woere= ( 
by the way of trnth ſhall be evil poken off : And that | 
as Fannes and Fambres withſtood Moſes ; fo theſe alſo 
ſhall reſiſt tbe travh, being men of corrupt nandzs, repos 
b ate concerning tbe Fuith, being befere of oid 9 ordained 
| to condemnation, 2 T:m.3.1,t5 13.2 Pect.2.2.& 3.3 
Tude 4;t0,16,18,19. Andſo much of the continuance. { 
$93 © | Now }. 
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| are inward and ſecret, the two later oufward and ma- 
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 'Now to wind up with a word of Application : 
| Tf itbe fo, thar all che godly char have gone before 

as have beene envyed, hated, traduced, nicknamed, 


"= 


aft:r us ſhail be ; let no particular member of the 
Church looke to fare better then the whole body : 
we ſce the Patiiarchs went this way, the Prophets 
this way, the Apoſtles this way, the Martyrs this 
way, this way went all the Saints and ſeryants of 
God, and doe we looke for an eafier way ? Yea, if 
the deareſt of Gods Children in former ages have 
ſaffered fo much for Chriſt, beene pur co ſuch cruel] 
caths and torments for keeping of a good cenſci- 
ence; let us praite the Lord, who harty dealt with 
us farre otherwiſe ,* and pray for his Majeſty, to 
whom, next und:r God , we owe the thanks: Yea, 
if our Fore-fathers ſo willingly underwent thoſe fie- 
ry tryals, Ict none tor ſhame ſhrinke under the bur- 
then of anaiery tryall onely, 
| 3, If the brother perſecute rhe brother, the fon 
| the F.ther, the Parenr his Childe, the Diſciple his 
{ Lord, thinke it not ſtrange to be perſecuted of any ; 
for lightly they whichare not perſecuted, are pcrſe- 
| cntors chemſelves, ND 
| 'Qn. Having proved the Continuance of this 
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and perſecuted by wicked men, and all thar come| 


amity 1a all ages, ow tell us what be the Signes| 
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Qu. What are the mentall properties, which 
you call inward and ſecret. | 
Aeſ, They are foure in namber- 
Firſt, it is the manner of wicked men, out of 'Er- 
| 2ty, to-envyy the vertnous and good <fiate of rhe 
godly: Forenvy ſhall Iead thetroope, as T:das 1:29 
| che ſouldiers; andir may challengethe firlt place in 
the right-hand file ( as pride dork in the Popes Ca- | 
talogue of the ſeven deadly finnes_) becauſe it was} + 
the eldeſt and firſt borne finne that ever was im the 
Devill, after he was c:it out of Heaven, and rhe firft 
that ever he begate upon our nature, after we were 
caſt out of Paradiſe ; which makes Saint Aſtin there- 
fore call it ( as bya kind of excellency ) the Devils 
ſin, Thus Caine envied his brother evel, Gen. 4. 5- 
Saul David; x Sam. 15. 28, 29. and thote unbelee. 
ving Tewes Panl, Ads 17.13. The wicked take as 
much delight to ſee che vertuous life of an holy man; | 
as lore eyes doe ro:looke npon the Sunne. How con- | 
trary are good Angels and evill men? The Angels} «+ 
rejoyce at thar, whereart theſe powrte and ft:mack | 
| chzy are ready to cry and burtt for anger, at that | 
which makes muſicke in Heaven. But why 15 it? 
Theſe Antipodes to verine, having loftall goed them. | 
ſelves, are vexed to feeirt inanorther : a true note ts | 
know the Serpents ſeed by, for iris the [evils cog- | 
nizance; 1 John2.74, 15. 2s Love is Creſts, Jobs| 
[13-35- 4 
- And as it i8 the very Lees of vice ; fo jt. hath al 
{ puniſhment anſiyerable ; fer by a juſt Judgement of | 
God; their owne malic2 turnes back inro thettowne | 
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bowels, asir is Fſ:im, 7,14, 15, 16, and Uayerh} 
them, as the ſwords of Gideors enemice kild theme} 
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| ſelves, Indges 7.22. For that none might have'cauſe | 


to envy the envious man againe, butall to pit himz 
envy it ſelfe is a fire , which conſumes that faell, a | 
Worme which gnaweth that gourd ; a Viper, which 


| cats through thoſe bowels z a Moath, which frettert 


thar garment wherein ic is bred, nouriſhed and main- 
rained ; it i the conſuming of the fleſo, and rotting | 
of the bones : Prov; 14,30. 

And for hereafter, if wicked men thus envy the 
vertuous and good cftate of the godly in this World, 
which is but their Hell, or at leaſt their Purgatory ; 
How will it gall them, when they ſhall ſee Abraham, 
and Iſaac, and Tacob , and all the Prophets 'aud Saints | 
of God in the Kimgdame of Heaven , and themſelves 
thruſt ont of doores, and caft into the Lake which barn- 
eth with fire and brimſtone ? This ſhall make them 
gaaſs their teeth for envy, as our Saviour ſhewes, Luke 
I 3-28, attz.$,11, 12, buthow juſt 181t with God, 
that this fire of envy ſhould be puniſhed with the fire 
vi Hell! | 

2. Secondly, it is their »2anyer and property to con- | 
temne the ſiappoſed meane eſtate of the godly , as 
Sambailat, Tobiab and Gerſhom, with the reſt of that 
| Crue, contemned Nehemiah and the lewes, Nehem. 
4.1, 2, 3- Thus Rabbikeh contemncd Hezekiaband | 
| his people, 2 Kings 18 19.to 36. and the Epicurean 
2hiluſophers Pant, Acts 7-4 $ | 

Whereas miſery , with good natures, 1s made a 
loadſtone of mercy ; with baſe mindes, ir is con- 
trarily made a foorſtoole for pride to trample on; 
and nothing ſo midni-hts the ſoule of him that is 
| falne, as fcorne and contempt. 


| Bur you may obſerve, Thas arrogancy 1s a weed 
| that evergrowes on a dunghill, and from the rank- | 


| neſſe | 
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neſſe of that foyle, ſhe hath her heighth and ſprea- 
dings; for they. are but puft mindes, and frothy wits, 
that get ſo tothe top, and bubbie thns above infe- 
riours. As what makes them contemne us , but, to- 
gether with pride, their ignorance? Fer, alaſſe, they 
take notice of our miſery , not of our happineſle. 
Noahs vertues are not (hams admiration , but his 
drankennefle us his ſport, Wicked men are like thoſe 
ill tzught Children, 2 K77g.2.24.that conld upbraid. 
Elifka with his bald head, buthad not the wit to | 
conſider how God had crowned that head with ver- 
tue and honour. O that they could but fee al, thar 
they would but fay all: as ZEphzalres, when one caſt 
him in the_tecth with his poverty, anſwered, #7hy 
deft thou not make reheirſall of other things alſo, as that 
1 love law, and regard right ? But indeed, this were 


to cleane our faces, and toule ther owne. | 


But let them inſult for a while, they cannot fir 
upon ſohigh a cogge, but may with turning prove 


the loweſt in the Wheele : as it fell ont with Ham- 


»-0n, Who being now made Lackey to a deſpiſed 
lew,begins to envy, where halfe an houre ſince he had 


| ſcorned; and miſery, like a Vulture, mult have ſome 


body to prey upon. There is a continuall yiciſfitnde 


of things : The Righteons 25 delsvered ont of trouble, 


and the wicked cometh in his ſtead, Prov, 11.8, The 
wicked fpall bee a ranſome for the rizhteous, and the 
tranſareſſer for the upright, Prov.21.25, | 

3. Thirdly, it 1s their manzer, to rejoyceat the fup- 
poſed cvill eſtate of the godly, asthe Princes of the 


= Phililims d1d at Sampſons blindneſſe and bondage, 


whom they inſulced over, and made their laughing 
ſtock, 1ndg. 16.25. Penimaat Hannahs barrenneſſe, 


eſpecially when ſhee went up to the houſe of the 
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Lord, I F417. I. 6. 7- And the Tewes at the Diſciples, 
and the reſt of the Church, when Herod vexed ſome, | 
and ſlew others, »1&s 32.1,2,3, Wicked men feede 
themſelves with others adverſity, as Beetles are fed 
with their fellowes dung : and like Fleſh-flies, make | 
the wounds of Gods children their chiefe nourtſh- 
ment: Yea, Crocodile-like, they would, if they 
might, fatten themfelves with the warmeſt blood of 
codly mens lives. 

And not ſHonely ; for we have a generation,whoſe 
onely rejeycing 1s, Cham-like, to ſee another fall in- 
to ſome groſle ſinne, or infirmity : Yea , as Luther 
ſpeakes, they hanger and thirſt after the ſcandals of the 

odiy ; andifat any time throngh humane frailty they 
doe fall into ſome evill , like hungry Hogs, they 
mazzle 1n their excremcents , and Ry upon them, 
as upon dainties there being nothing that ſo glads 
their hearts, that ſo opens their mouths with ſo much 
inſolency and triumph; as what care will they take 
to ſpread the fame abroad bya commonfame: Yea, 
ic were well, if they would nor play the Curres, 
and open when they areable to ſpring no Game. 

Bur they muſt needs be filchy creatures, that feed 
upon nothing but corruption, To delight in mens 
finnes, is the ſport of Devils : recovery from thoſe 
ſinnes , 1s the joy of good men and Angels. Cham 
derides his Fathers nakednefſe it {ould have beer 
his ſorrow : he makes 1t his ſpore. Bur it is ill for 
3 man to meke himſclte merry, wich that which an- 
gers God. | w 

4. Itis their manzer;to hate the religious,as all car- 
nall men hat2 the members of Chriſt, Marth. 10. 22. 
Thus e<þab hated Eliah, as himſelfe confefſed, 7 | 


| 
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&Anss 22.8. Yea, ſo invererately , that there was 
| not-t. 
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| not oneKingdome or Nation, where he had nor ſent 
{to take away his life, 1 Kings 18.10. and Haman 


{ic ſhould want ſacceſſe, he offered ten thoufand Ta- 
| lents of filver into the Kings Trealury,to have itefteR- 


| Children of God , that they with , as Cabguia once 


| power, Micab. 3-2, Pſal. $3.4. ; 


| fo the intent and offer of wrong, fhall be judget for 
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| 
| 
CMordecas, which was lo deadly, that he thoughr ir ' 
too little to lay hands on Aordecnt only ; where- | 
fore he ſought to deſtroy all the 1-ves , the people 
of Mordecai, that were throughout the whole King- | . 
dome of cfhaſwerns, Heſter 3.5 ,6. For the eFeRing of 

which,he obtained that bloody Edit, wver.6.9. And left 


» 
L 
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ed, Heſter 3.9,1 2. And ſuch another was crucll 4rmy- 
del, ſometime Archbiſhop of Cazterbary ; who vow - 
ed and ſwore, he would not leave a flip of Profefſors 
in this Land, For you mult know, That their hatred } 
extendeth not to this, or thar perſon alone, but to 
the whole generation of Gods Childrenand people. | 
As what ſaith the wicked in Davzia-r time? { ome, lex 
as cut ther off from being a Nation, and ttt the nanie 
of Iſrael be no more in remembrance, Let ws take for our | 
poſſeſſions the habitations of God, Pſalme $2 4,12, © 
And the World isno chargeling ; for this age wants 
not many ſuch Hamans and Arande's,who fo tate the 
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did of the Romans , That they had all but one ner» 
that fo they might Ct 3t off at 4 bluw, were It 11 ©5714 


Bac our comfort is, they havenot ſo much au5(3)- | 
rity as malice ; reſembling the Serpent Porps 12, 
which abounds with poyſon, but can hure non? , tor 
want of reeth : Though their pumiſhment {hail 2%. 
never the leſſe. Foras the willto doe God acces - | 
ble {ervice, is accepred, asif 1t wer? fcrvice inde. \ 
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thoughts and deſires, in G-ds account are good and | 
evill workes: And fo much touching the CHentall 
| properties of this enmity. 

Qu. #bat are their Verball properties ? 

Az. They are Eleven in number. Firſt, ungodly 


gainft the Children of God: as Labars ſonnes mur- 
mured again(t Jacob , Geneſis 31, 1, The 1/rachites 
againſt Moſes and Aaron; Yea, againſt God him- 
{elfe; for which | the vtmoſt parr of the Hoſt was 
conſumed with fire from Heaven, Numb, 11. 1.G& 
14.2, 3. And laſtly, rhe labourers In the Vineyard 
againſt the Maſter of the houſe, and their fellowes, 
at,20.11, 12, 

And have not wethe like murmurers? O that ſo 
many Loaves-and Fiſhes» as did feede five thouſand 
in the Wildernefle ,- would bur ſtop ri:eir mouthes, 
who amongſt us doe both vex at others plenty of 
| grace, and their owne want : that doe murmure a- 
eainlt the g:dly,even for noother,cauſe, bur chat they 
alone ſhould be rhe. men in whom no crime, or faulc 
{ſcandalous can juſtly bee found : that make it their 
Grace, toth before and after Dinner, to diſgrace 


_————\. 


Bur fo itis, That the baggage World defireth nc= 


ker ſelfe : whence ſhe rakes occaſinn, ih every com- 
pany, to ere rhe faylings of holy men very high, 
like Saint Pazls, for che grze of ail; whereas they hide 
rheir good part» !111:4:r ground, like Saint Faichs, that 
none May NC': 7 (6122 

Where: wo s another di{-dvan'age, that can- 
not 6 \viped, The n:ultude will 10:-ner Eelceve 
CDeta, ten aur ſolves. Ati. mations velug aprer to 
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men verbally manifeſt their enmity by murmmaring a | 


-| ſome Innocent. | 
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| rhing more, then to ſcarre the face thar is fairer then |, - 
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win belcife, then N-gatives are to uncredit them: | 
whereby it tals our, that Picty is every where puſht | 
at, and the religious murnured at,' and clamoured f 
againſt in all places, ' 
If ſach men would know their wapes : let them | 
looke, 2 Pet. 2.12, and there they ſhall finde, that 
as their tongues have walked againſt Heaven, ſothey } 
ſhall be confined to Hell : And in thg meane time, 
Curſed # he ( faith the Holy Ghoſt Y Thar /miteth bs 
neighbour ſecretly ; and tet all the people ſay, Amen, 
D ent. 27.24. | 
2. By Cenſuring their ations, and wiſcouſtrauin 
their intentjons, as E/5ab: did Davids zeale for Gods 
olory to be pride and malice, 1 Sam.1 7.28. And thoſe 
wicked ones, his faſtihg and mO_ny to be Hypo- 
crifie, P/al». 35. 13-to 17. Thus cbs friends: con- 
demnedhim for an Hypocrite, 7-6 4.6.to 1T, And| 
the Fewes, Chriſtianity to be Herefie, and Paw! the 
Preacher of it, 4 peſtilent fellow , a mover of ſedition , 
and maintainer of ſchiſme ; yea, all the Diſciples to 
| bedccervers, 2 Cor.6.8. 
| Andthus too many in cur dayes will definitively 
cenſaremen for Hypocrites, whom they ſcarce know 
ſuperficially : Yea, (which is worſe ) onely becauſe 
their workes are good. | wo 
Preudice caſteth a falſe colour upon the beſt a&i- 
ons 2: and Baſeneſle, what it cannot attaine to. it will 
vellicate and deprave.But what faith Sincerity? While 
my conſcience 1s innocent, the Worlds ſuppoſirions 
cannot make me culpable: Let me rather, with E- 
liah and Aficah,, doe well, andheare ill ; then, with 
efhab and 7ezabell,doe ill and be flattered.  _- 
The eceuſer of the Brethren makes choyce of 
wicked men to traduce thoſe whom he —_ {e- 
| | uce 
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duce as he deſireth; as wee may plainely ſee in our 
Saviours example, who notwithſtanding he fulfilled 
all righteouſneſſe, and did all things well, for iz his 
month was found no gusle , nor fault in his manners, 
{nor error in his doqrine , Which of you. ( ſaid hee ) 
can rebuke me of ſinne ? Yet the World traduced him 
for a Samaritan, a Blaſphemer,a Sorcerer, a wine-bib- 
ber, an enemy to Ceſar,and what not ? | 

| Thus they deale with the godly, as ſometimes a 
laſtfall perſon will doe by a chaſte woman, when 
he cannot take away her honeſty, he will take away 
her credic ; brag of effeAing his will with her,when 
yet he conld never have admittance into her com- 

aty. 
F" Bad natures, whom they cannot reach by imita- 
1 ton, they will by detraFion : like the Fox, what 
they cannot attaine to, they willdepreſſe and ſeeme 

to defpiſe : their cunning 1s to condemne others , 
that themſeves may be juſtified. As Cahgnla tooke 
off the heads from the Images of the gods,to ſet up his 
| own. Or as Merchants,who to raiſe the price of their 
own commodities, beate down theprices of others, 

And have they not reaſon thus to doe? Yes, for 
how is a vicious perſon diſcredited and made con- 
temptible, by the vertnous life of an holy man ? We 
know ſtraight lines helpe toſhew the crooked, And 
it1s caſte ro gueſſe, that Pharaohs fat Kine madethe 
leane ones moreilfavoured. A ſwarthyand hard fea- 
tured vifage, loyes not the company of cleare beau- 
awQey, ie | 

" Againe, another reaſon is, They judgd others by 
themſclyes ; now they dee all their good in hypocrt- 
fie, and fo thereafter judge of others.; Saint Chry/o- 


ome hath given the ule, As 5t i az bard thing ( faith 
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he ) for 03e to ſuſpect another to be evil, who 25 good k 
'bimſelfe : ſo ut is as hard for him to ſappoſe another to 
be good, whois hbimſelfe ll. And we icett fnlfilled in 
Nero, who verily belecved. that all men were moſt 
fowle libidiniſts, becauſe himfelfe was fuch an (0 
one. 

3. Wicked men manifeſt their enmity againſt the 
religions, by carrivg tales of them unto others : as 
| Cham carryed tales to his brethren of Noahs naked- 
nefſe : his tongue was the trumpet, to ſound forth 
his Fathers ſhame, Gez.9.22. thus Doeg carryed tales 
to Saul of David, and eAbimelech, 1 Sam. 22,9,10, 
and the Ziphins two ſeverall tines brought tydings 
to Saul, where David had hid bimſelfe, to the | 
en1 Sau! might ſlay him, 1 $S4m.23, 19,20, & 26.1. 
And thoſe Libertines, with other ſaborned men | 
againſt Steven, tothe Councell of Prieſts, As 6.] 
8.toI5, p 

And of this burthen many amengſt us are in con- 
tinuall travell; For how frequently doe debanched 
drunkards, aud incorrig1bl< finners (reſembling their | 
father the Devill, who both by name, Rewvel. 12.10, 
and by nature, 7ob 1.7,8, 9. 1s a continuall Arcaſer 
of the brethren ) carry tales to their fellowes, of fuch 
as will not conſorte with them ? Yea, of their | 
Faithfull Miniſters , eſpecially if hee rhxnders in bis | 
dottrine, and lightens in his converſation , as Gregory | 
Naxianzrnſpeakes of Baſil ? Yea, and thinke they | 
Coe as good ſeryicein 1t, as Secretaries, and eſpialls 
of Princes, doeto the State, when they bring in bills 
of Intelligence? 

But doe they, asthey onghr, withanapright minde 
tell both our vertues and vices impartially, as Swero- 
ie writcth of the twelveCzſars, and fo leave the 
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.* | upthot ro collection ? No, but rather, as the 7ewes 
did by Pan! , ets 24. charge u4 with many things, | 
asthat we are peſts/ent fellowes, overs of ſedition, and 
waintatenrs of [chiſme , but proving nothing, verſe | 
13- And indeed, how ſhonld they, when every word 
they ſpeak is a ſlander ? Or if otherwile, they look on 
eur irifirmities, they looke not on our graces, onour | 
_ . | repentance ? No theſe Flyes skip over all a mans | 
found parts, I meane his excellencies; to faſten on a 
ſcab, or ulcer ; reſembling our Prognoſticators, that 
are morediligent to make mention ot foule weather, 
then of fayre; ftormes and thunder they.much harp up- 
on,but calme and ferene dayes paſſe them unobſerved: 
whereas an ingemuons nature wonld paſſe over the 
evill, where he findes more good, confidering , we 
are full of faults by nature ; good , not without onr 
care and induſtry ; for a minde well qualified, is of. 
ten beholding to the induftryof the owner:and Y1;ſes, 
as Homer relates, was ſo applanded for the acute- 
| nefſe of an ingenious mind, that men ſpared to objet 
unto him the deformity of his body. 

Bar theſe contrarily, for want of matter to except 
| againſt, will coyne it of their owne heads. And that 
they may deliver themſelves with the greater Empha- 
fis- will affirme as that Gymmeſopniſt in Plurarch did , 
.| of thoſe Orators to Alexander, That every one of them 
| dothexceed hs fellowes, and ſware that the matter is ſo 
cleare and manifeſt. thatall che Towne ings of him 
(-meaningthe good fellowes of the towne) and to 
ſpeake truth, the parties faultsare fo cleare and evi- 

ent, that yon may ſee them as well in the darke, as 
with a candle, as appeares by the ſequell, For, are 
thcre not ſome godly and faithful both Chriſtians and 
/ } Preachers, that have beene often (1 fay not hey 
| R ve 
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= five times ) accuſed by rhem, as Ariftophanes was: | 
| by the Atbenians, and every time found innocent 2 


| your all chey can to corrupt ſuch as heare them, and 


j neſle. >. _- 


| Though no thankes ro their acculers, forthey endea- 
foreſtall their judgements againſt the good and good- 


O that men were ſo wiſe, as to hearethe dale-beg- 
rer with indignation, examine before they truſt, be-} 
leeve his reports, it infallibly true, with unwilling- 
neſſe, acknowledge it with griefe, hide our neigh- | 
bours faults wich honeſt exculcs, and bury rhem in 6- 
lence: for commonly ir fares with the firſt relaror, 
as it doth witha ſtone throwne into the water, which | 
of it {c]}fe makes bur one circle, but that one begets | 
an hundred, and ſo both offends and infe&ts many @- 
-| thers, bur alwayes proves himſelte ro be unchurica- 

ble. It weregood for other men, if #ale-bearers would! 
| confider this, bur better for themſ{7l ves. ah? 

True, the wiſc and honelt are ab'e, asſo many An-: 
gels ofGod, to diſcerne trurh trom ſlander; rhough 
rothe griefe of many good hearts, no muſick can be 
ſo ſweer ro the eares of orhers, as ro heare well of 
themſelves, ill of thereligious. | | 

Andtheſe, as they often ſer the former on worke, | 
| ſo they are refolurely opinionared in belceving ot 
lyes (as Saint Anuſtiz ſpeakes of the Priſciliianifts ) 
whereby they ſapererogate of Saran, SE 

Bur whar 1s the end of theſe 22le-bearers, and infor |. 
mers againſt 7% men? Follow them ro.cheir ends, | 
and you. ſhall fee, that if eyer the Lord open theit 
eyes ro lee chis their fat, they are evenin this life | 
| rewarded with theſtrappadoes ofan humane foule, | 
| rackr in cunictence, and tortured with the very flaſh- 
es of Hell fire, and not ſeldome forced co lay _ 
hands 
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| of Berea againſt Paxl, Ads 17.1 
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| hands upon chemifelres ; £ being. never well, nor in 
their owne place cill they bee in Hell, "At x. 


4. Iris their manner to perſwade od give devilliſh 
coxnſell to others, like themſelves, te perſecute the 
godly, as BAaam gave wicked counſellto Balack a- 
gainſt the Children of T7/7ae/, when he conld not be 
ſaffered rocurle chem, Revel, 2.14. Thus the Princes 
and Rulers didto Zedebzzh rhe King againſt Feren:i- 
ab, laying, We beſeech you, let this man be put to death, 
fo thus he we thneth the hands of the men of Warre, ec. 
Fer. 38. 4; andrhe Fewes of T beſſalonicz £0 the people 


. Thar the enemies of the Croſſe of Chrift, are ſtill 
accaſtomed to deale after this manner with the reli- 
glous, Inced not demonſtrate; plaine rhings,which 
our ſelves are dayly witneſſes 'of, need no proofe, 
Oacly noce their marchleſſe malice herein, who thar 
they may be ſure ro prevaile, firſt dazell their friends | 
eyes with falſe accnſutions againſt us, astruz and cer- | 
maine, as that Nboth did hlaſpheme God and the King; | 
and their affociates are as ſare of it, as Darizs was ; | 
thac the Idoll! Bell did cate and drinke every day fort! y | 
Sheepe, rwelve Kakes, and fix great pots of Wine, | 
becauſe threeſcore and ten of che Priefts gave it ont ! 
ſo; And that their mortall enmiry may be taken for | 
a zeale of the Churches good, as Juds would haye | 
his covetouſnefſe raken for Chariry, Fobn 12.6. And. 
| the Phariſees their Cruelty thought Piety, 2; 3th. 23 
14, All the reproaches thar the Devyill and theſe 5 
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IF, ſcavengers canrake out of the Channels of Hell all 


ver been djprin the foige, or tipr at'the fire of Hell, 


{ha!l be befto\ved upon us ; wherein they refemble 


beflung in-our faces, the wort Ianguagerhar } hath e- | 
! 
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op ' Fr: ” mms | 
thoſe ancient enemies of the Goſpell, who-clad. the 
Mattyrs in the skins of wild Beaſts, to animate the 


dogsto tearerhem. 


ſcldome the counſelled are more ready ro yeeld their* 
ayde, then rhey are to askeit ; being of Maximinus 
his hamor , who ſeeing none offer themſelves, {et 
on worke certaine vile perſons to accrſe the Chriſti- 
as of haynous -crimes , that ſo he might perſecute 
them with more ſhew of reaſon ; for that one may 

ſupply rheothers defeCts, the firſt finds an head, the 
ſecond a tongue, the third hands: As Ther may. 
contrive,, bur Diomedes, muſt thorow with it : {ſo 

altogether deale with the poore Miniſter, or Chrift i- 

an, asthe ſouldiers did with Chriſt, firſt blind him, 
then ſtrike him, and laſt aske him, 3/ho zs zt that ſmote 

thee ? And he may anſwer the beſt man of them,. It 
was thou, O mine enemy, thou waſt an Achitophel/ 


in the one - a D oeg !intheother » a;Belzall jn both, And | 


torment will become their recompence, 

5. Itisthe manner and cuſtome of wicked men to 
ſcoffe at the righteous, as 1/2mael ſeofr at 7ſuac,Ger, 
21.9. Rabſpakeb at. Hezekiob, and his people, 2 Kings 
13, 27. And the Philoſophers at: Paul, Af 17.18, 
tO 21. - 


cerciſes : every houthold almoſt hath ſome: in it, if 
not many, of the brocd of Cham and 1/mzel: forthat 
it any on? retraine from impicty, refaſe ro doe as rhe 


Though perhaps this is more then needs, for not. 


let ſuch men know, that rhis their inſtigation will | 


of Prejudice. wa | 


endar laſt eicher in anguiſh, or confuſion, teares or }. 


| 


i... 


"* 


And to this day the World is too full of ſcoffing, | 
Ataciſts, and mockers of Piety. ſichal was barren, | 
yer ſhe hath too we ras that ſcorne holy ex- | 


reſt ia allexceſſeof ryot, heis made both their prey 
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| bur wee know you madde, that are ſo cold for your 
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| ſed zeale in theſe men, ro maligne the good zeale of 
[a:1 men, 


| righteouſneſſe ro them,by voyce or by example, there 
1 is inſtantly ſome T 0b24þ, or Sanballat ſteps up to flour 


| are prepared for theſe ſcorners, and ſtripes for rhe backs 
| of theſ® fooles, Frov,19.29. | 


and laughingſtock: Yea, if hebe ſo bold as to Preach 


him. They ſo hate righteouſhefſe, that they wil hare a 
man for it, and ſay of good living, as Feſtus did of 
great learning, it makes a man mad, But they can- 
nor know who are ſober, that are mad themſelves : 
Acbiſh and his Courtiers thought David mad, yethe 

was the wiſeſt man amongſt them. Yea, as old men | 
anſwer young men, You thinke us fooles, but wee 
know you are not wiſe: ſo anſwer wee theſe, You 
thinke us. madde that are ſo hot againſt finnes, |. 


ſoules. - : | Ws 

Dogs will barke at the Moone : and what all men | 
commend, you have {me Therſites take delight ro 
blaſt. Lot vexed himſcife, becauſe he faw men bad; 
thele, becau'e :1:cn are good : not becauſe Gods Law 
is broken, bur becaule-others keepe it better then 
themſelves. Buc thee are briniſh and all made can- 
dles, which ſo ſpa: kle and ſpit at others : it is acar- 


> 


Bur let themalone, they need no helpe to be mi- | 
ſerable; for as they {coffe at us, ſo God langhes ar | 
them, He that fatteth ill the Heavens ſhall laugh, the Lord 
ſhall bave them inderiſion, Pſal. 2. 4..yea, Judgments 


Tf re ſmartnor here, as Cham did, whoſe ſcof- 
$ng on-ly brought hisFathers Curſe, and Gods ap- 
on'tha- : And the two and forty little children, who 
were devoured of wild Beares, for ſcoffing at E/i/p.zs+ 
bald head,2 King.2.24.And Felix,who for one mali- | 


cious 


— 
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| ſumed by wormes alive, for giving Religion but a | 


| as being ſet doiwne in a reſohice contempt of all 


| of Iſrael, The Tees, Paul a faftious and ſedirjous } 


| {ciples, Seftaries , Schiſmaricks, ſubverters of rhe | 
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cious (coffe, did nothing day and night but vortilt 
blood, till his uhhappy foule was fetcht fron bis 
And Pherecydes ,, who was con- 
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wreeched carkaffe : 


nickname; a ſmall, zacter , if thou mayſt bee” made 
Judge : And Lician, who for barking againſt Relij- 
gioh; like a Dog; was by a juſt judgement vf God 
devoured of dogs, _ © by +” © RE. 
Per, this er metre! them, what ever the Devill 
blinding them they thinke, there cannor be greater | 
argument of a forile ſoule, then the deriding of re- 
ligtgus fefvices: K* - be a ſcoffer is the depth of 
finne :ſiich an one 19Mpan the very threſhold of Hell, 


gvounelee Rn © 

6.. Tris their 9z27er and property to tickname the | 
godly as efbab nicknamed Elzav, the trouvler of If E 
rael, T1 Kings 18. 17. The wicked, Fob and David | 
Hypocrites, Pſalm. 35 .13,14. 79> 4. 6.to 11. The } 
Conttiers, Jeremiah an enemy tothe Common-wealth | 


fellow, As 24.1 4. Yea, they tearmed all the Dij- | 


State, &c. 1 Cor. 449. 10. fo 
Andthe'fame Devill, who ſpake in 4b andthok } 
wicked ones of old; now ſpeakes iri our looſe Liber= ] 
tines, who nickhame the conſcionable, Paricans, and | 
(editjous perſons, for doe but examine who they be } 

which caſt rheſe afperſi>ns upon rhe godly, and*you þ: 
ſhall find; thar che hand of Toab, T meane the Dovill; F. * 
is in this buſinefſe; Alaſſz, poore (onles, they arz bur. } 
(=c 6n by. thar ſabrjll Serpent, as Zebede was by her | 
ſpnhes, Hat. 20,20, Hirk to. 5, itis buthis heart | 
intheir lips, | wy 6 
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| And Satan hath everfound it infinitely ſaccefſcfull . 
to give every vice a title, and every vertue a dif- 


ble multizude onely looke upon the vizard and our- 
ſide of things, which he pleaſeth to put upon them, 
ard ſo judge according to uppearance,not righteous Judge= 
ment. | | 

Neither doth che Devill onely gaine by faſtning re- 
proachfull nicknames upon the religious, bur his 


ting with a full purſe, not onglggakes it away, but 
retarnes a ſtab; for in making Wtue contemprtible, 
and'in cepraving the godly, they are art leaſt upon 
even ground with them, if they havenot the better: 
for were all the Worid ugly, deformity woald be 


{no monſter. Among the CAHyconizns baldnefle is no 


unſeemly thing , ' becauſe all there are borne bald : 
and hereupon infamous perſons love to mitigate 


Fox, when ſhe had loſt her tayle, would haveredee- 
med her ſhame, by perſwading all her fellow foxes 
to cut off theirs ; ysa, by depreſſing the good, they 
may poſſibly get the ſtart of them, Even Helogabu- 
lus, that beaſtly monſter, thought ro make himſelfe 
the ſole god, andbe onely worſhipped, by baniſhing 


But ler thete depravers take heed, leſt imitating 
the fact of Cenfor Faulvizs, who untiled Tuno's Tem- 
ple to cover his owne houte, they partake of the like 
judgement, run mad, and dye deſpayring. 

| It is their manner to revile and rayle on them,as 
Goliab reviledand rayled on the Hoſt of 1ſ7ae/, and 
their God, 1 Sam.17-45, Shimer, upon David, call- 


nd 
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grace, for ſtill he hath found, that the rude and unſta- | 


their owne ſhame, with others diſcredit, As Z&ſops 


all otherrcligions out of the World, 


ing him murtherer, and wicked man, 2 Sam, 16.7. | 
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| ſeryants gaine too : much like the theef, who mee- | 


| gils, we ſhould feele their fwords, before we heard 


| againftthem, 
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| the City. Beware of Dogees , fairh Saint Paul; Phil. | 
| 3. 2, which either grin with mflice, or barke with 
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ewes upon Paul and Barnabas, Afﬀﬀs 1 $446 
Calnniny is every good mans Lackey, which fol- 


lowes him whereſvever he goes ; for the Devill hath | 


his ſervants in every corner; and rotten Lungs can 


| never ſed forth ſweer breath. If the Law bind cheir | 
hands, yer they will be /miting with their tongues :and | 
| if che Law keep them in awe for ſmiting on the mohrh 


yet they will doe what they dare, they wilt faire 
with che mouth; fg os 3 
It is with theſe men, as it was with Zoikes that 
common flanderer , who being dematided why hee 
ſpakeevill of ſach and ſich, anſweted, becauſe I cay- 
not doe theriievill : ot elfe; like another Pariſian Yie 


cheir alarums, When the Devils hands are bound ; 
he vomits a flood of reproaches with his tongue, Revel.' 
I2. 15. Whatſay they? Since we cannot artaine tg 
their yertues, lerus revenge gut ſelves with rayling 


It is not fornothing, that wicked men are-ſo of- 
ten in Scripture called Dogs, as P/alm. 5 9.6, Delis 
ver my ſoule, or my darling, from the power of the Dog; 
and They make a noyſe like 2 Dog , and goe round about: 


reproaches , or bite with miſchiefe, 
Bur bleſſed be God, although ſome of theſe Dogs 


have teeth like ſwords, and jawes like knives, as Solomon | 


A. 4 


ſpeakes , Prov, 39. I 4. And ſmite cruelly, as Ferenzy 
complaines, Chap. 18. 18, which deſcrve, like Shep- | 


heards Gurres, to have their teeth beaten out; ro pre: ; - 
vent their biring ; yea, and their chaps muzled,, for} 


1 
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[Arid likewiſo-the mighty trien; P/2.31. 13. And the F 


he Ahead 


fears of openittg 5 yet moſt of thers are tooth-lefſe j 
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| them, as King Philip did Nicanor, in the like caſe, 
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Curtres, which though they barke, yet they cannor | 
bite; and cowardly Curres, for if you note ſuchan 
ane, .he ſeldome unbutcons his rumoured breſt , buc 
when he finds noneto oppoſe the bignes of his looks 
and tongue. | RN | OY 
ind for ſach our onely way is, either to flight 


who being told by Smitichzs of his evill reports and 
raylings, anſwered, Nicanoy 3s not eſteemed by the worſt 
in Macedonia, 


Orelſe top their mouths with ſome good turne, 


but by reaſon of his foule moyth indefaming? Yea, 
1 4. Calrny , faith one of the Fathers, zs the Devils 


as Eneg, inthe fiction, caſt Cerberus the hell-hound | 
a ſweet morſel], thac he might nor barke againſt him. 
The doore, when it hath been oyled, leaves crea- 
king:and this is good policy : for barking Curres ofc- 
times great maſtiffs wake. 

Bur asif the tearme of Dogge, were of too narrow 
extent, the Scripture elſ-where cals them Devils. 
Siint Paxl, 2 Tim..3.3- ( as Biſhop eAndrewes ob- 
ſerves from the Originall ) forcrels, chat in the lat- 
ter dayes there ſhall be, men Devils, foule mouthed 
me?n., evill ſpeakers, and 1-Tim. 3+ 11. he ſpeaketh 
of women=-deyi!s, whoſe ſpeeches are calumnious, 
And wherefore is the Devill called by thac name, 


he 4 


minde inthe mouth of a man, his arrow ſhot by mans bor; 
he lendeth himhis lyes and malice, and borroweth 
his rongue to utter them becauſe the Deyill wants 
a tongue, | 

' I cloſeup this point with thoſe words of the Pro- 
pher, either convert the perſons or confound the lying lips, 
O God, that ſþ:4ke againſt the righteous, | 


8. Itis their mmner. to raiſe flanders of the godly, 
{ hp | hh 
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| Game with an oath, 1 Kings 21. Thus the wicked 


| how ſpiteful]. 


| vulgar, trae or falfe, like wild-fire it can never be 
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as thoſe wicked men ſlandered Nboth, ſaying; he 
hath blaſphemed God and the King , confirming the 


flandered David, Pſam. 57.4, And the multitude 
Fohn Baptiſt, ſaying behad a Devill, Manh 1118, 

It is Satans policy (becauſe report both makes jea- 
loufies, where there are none,-and increaſeth thoſe 
thatare ) roabuſe ourcares inhearing, our tongues 
in ſpeaking, and our hearts in helceving lyes, ro 
diſable us fromdiſcerning the rrurh, ; 

_ Yea, this ſtratagem of raiſing ſlanders ypon good 
men, likea huge and mighty Polypheme, hath done | 
ſuch ſervice to the uncircumciſed , rhat examples 
thereof in Scripture are like moates in the Sunne : 
and ic wereeaſfteto parallell former ages with this 
.of ours, for well may we take up thoſe words of 
the Plalmiſt, The wicked bend their bow, and make 
ready their arrowes upon'the ſtring, that they may ſecret= 
ly roote at them which are upright in heart , Pſalmes 
II. 2. 
| Innocency is no ſhelter againſt evill tongues, Ma- 
lice never regards how true any accuſation is, bur| 


And great wits are not more ready, with the high 
Pricfts and Elders, Matth, 28.12, 13. to raiſe theſe 
flanders, then the common ſort are apt to beleeve 
the ſame; as we ſee by our Saviours example, ver, 
15. And how 'many particular perſons know, ro 
their ſmart, thata ſlande: once raiſed will ſcarcee- 
ver dye; for comming once into the mouth of the | 


quenched; for even death it ſelfe, which delivereth | 
2 man from all other 'enemies, is norable to deliver 


| him from this of the tongue. Whereas: Trath hath 


D3 much | 


a 
uo + - — 
Cn 


= i NR 1 - 4 $ - 
: , f "4. x4 F. 5 TP. ut A. 
i 4 a3 a 
CE ALES #4 'S 
Z ; 
. 


—_— 


rt + 
38” 


—_ ———r 


much adoe to bebelceved, a lye runs farre before it 
can be ſtayed. 

However, aman once wounded in his goodname, 
is not cured without fcarres of ſuſpition. Yea, com» 
monly, as a little ball rowled in the ſnow gathers 
it {lfe toa grear lumpe: ſo the repore thar is but 
a lictle ſparke at firſt, proves a great flame, by that 
it hath paſt throngh many mauthes, 

' Butdid noptnens;owne wickedneffe blinde them, 
werethey not abſolutely turned fooles, they would 
thus argue: Not he thar is accuſed, bur he that is 


| convicted is guilty, as Laazxtivs hath it. In the 


Chancery are many accuſations they never meane to 
prove $ Neither doth any Law condemnea man, rill 
he comes to his anſwer, Vpright Cato was fifty times 
undeſervedly indired and accuſed by his fellow Ci- 
tizens, yer was every time acquitted and foand in- 
nocent. | | 
| The Orator Tertul44, when he-would pleade a- 
ainſt Paul, ſayes, We have found this man a peſtilent 
bm Afts 24. 5. Bur, if you marker, this fooliſh 
T ertullus miſtooke the antidote for the poylon , the 
remedy for the diſeaſe: Indeed, he had ſome wir in 
his anger, and fo have his followers in ſlandering 
ſuch as excell in vertue : for whereas formerly the 
{plendor of the others vertues hath obſcured the 
meannefle of rheir credit , as the-leffer light of a 


ſo now by cleuding and depraving him and all his 
fellowes, himſelfe ſball bee judged vertuoug very 
ebeape, accounted a man of honeſty and honour , 


| though a Paricide ora facrilegious perſon. 


| And is it not good policy, for a fiyiniſh drun- 
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candle 1s obſcured by the greater light of the Sun ; 
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A. 


| mens thoughts, and conſideration of the beholders, 


to interlace their diſcourſe, whether in reviling the l 
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face, when, firſt, any colour-ſeemes the fairer, when 
as black isby ? Secondly, when ( being conſcious of 
their owne defedts _) by this meanes they draw away | | 


from climing up into their faults, while they are| 
fixed and bufied upon a new obje&, One-<colour we 
know, being laid upon another, doth away the for- 
mer, and remaines it ſelte. A Cur-purſe ina thropg, 
when he hath commirted the fa& , will cry our, my 
Maſters,take heed of your purſes; and he thar is purs 
ſued will cry, ſtop theefe, thatby this meanes he may | 
eſcape unatrached. 

9. It is zee! with them to Crſe the godly, as 
Goliah curſed Daxid, I Sam.17, 43, And alſo Shi-| 
met, 2 Sam,16.7,to 15. Thusthe Heathen curſed 7/- 
rael, Zach.8,13. Andrthus the wicked in all ages ſhall 
be ſo drunke with malice, that they ſhall ſpew ont | 
curſing and ſlander againſt rhe godly, as our Saviour i 
hath foretold, at. .44. 

And experience proves, that not aftew amongſt us | 
doe ſteep their words in hate and curſes agairſt the 
good, carrying this deadly poyſon, theie arrowes , 
{words, knives, razors in their mourhes, wierewirh | 


preſene, or backbiting the abſent. | oY 
There is a generation (pity they ſhould be called: 
Chriſtians ) all whoſe Prayers are Curſes, andall their | 
relations lyes: Or if ſometimes they lend the truth 
their voice, they are bur falſe witneffes in ſpeaking 
of it; for their hearts are of another judgement, As 
let them fay with their mouthes, T beleeve i: God, or : 
Onur F ather which art in Heaven, or God ſpake theſe words, | 


| &*;, even in this they lye, for in their hearts thy thinke 


| there is no God at all : or if with their hearts they 
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beleeve, and with their tongues confefle thar there 
is a God, art leaft by their workes they deny him, and 
the power of his word, So that all the difference 
betweene them, and very Infidels, is onely this, the 
one are infidels in their hearts, the other are infidels 
in their lives, as Auguſtine pithily. | 

And whats the reaſon they curſe us, bur this? 
They are the Devils beſt ſchollers, and of his higheſt 
Forme ; the language of Hell 1s ſo familiar unto 
them, that they ſpeake not a word of our countrey 
language : And indeed, how ſhould they ſpeake the 
language of Canaan, to whom blaſphemy is become 
th2 mother tangne? | : 

Secondly, they curſe us becauſe they cannot be 
ſuffered to kill us; for in heart and Gods account 


Jany rare thing at the day of Judgement, for Cur- 
ſers robe indited of murther : they would kill us, 
{if they durſt : they dos kill, ſofarre as they can. I 
{ would be loath to truſt his hands, that bannes me 
with his tongue, It is eafje to gueſſe kow they would 
deile with us, if we were at their mercy. He that | 
{miled on Dav7d in his thron2, curfeth him in his 


_——_— —— 


covers it felfe ina | rongue full of venome, a hand tull | 
| of ſtones ; and had not D2vi4d been yer too ſtrong for 
his impotent Subjet, hce had then breathed his 
laſts: ---: 
Profperous ſucceſle hides many a falſe heart, as 
adritt of Snow covers a heape of dung : but when 
that white mantle melts, the filthy rotcennefſe will 
ſoone appeare. | a 
Neither 13 1t anyſinne we commit, or offcace we 
SIVeE them, th At they £2 itrfe Us. Who could] have lefle 


they are no better then murtherers ; nor will it be | 
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deſerved thoſe curſes, thoſe aſperſions, thoſe ſtones, 
then DavideHad Shimeibeen other then a dog, he had 
neyer ſo rudely barked at ſo harmeJes a paſſenger, That | 
head deſerved to be tonguelefſe, that body to be head- 
lefle, thar thus blaſphemed an Innocent, thengh he 
had been lefſe then the Lords Anoynted. 

Againe, Why would they kill our bodies, butbe- 

cauſe they could not ſlay our foules? Forit is ſoule-| 
blaod which the Serpent and his Seed thirſt after, as 
I ſhall ſhew afterward. 
\. Bur alaſffe, if all their Curſes and threats, all their 
aſperſions and Antichriſtian flanders, could flont us. 
out of the inregrity of our devotion, when our fore- 
fathers feared not the flames, wee were fearefall | 
| cowards, | | 

As for their banning of us, we have learnt from 
Solomon, T bat the cauſeleſſe curſe ſhall not come, Prov, | 
26,3, orat leaft, it ſhall norcome where the corſer 
meant it, Yea, the Pſalmiſt tels us plainely , That 
thongh they curſe, yet God will bleſſe, Pſalm, 109.28, 
And his bleſling ſhall doe us good, while their cur- 
ſes hart none but themſelves: for what ſaith the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt in the-ſame Pſalme, ſpeaking of the deſpe- 
rately wicked, whoſe brandis, that they love cruerſang. 
The words are thele, Ar bee loved curſing , ſo ſh3ll it 
come unto him, and as he loved nat bleſſing, ſo ſhall it be 
farre from bim, As hecloathed bimſelfe with cur ing, as 
with a rayment : ſo ſo4ll It come into his bowels like wa- 
ter, and like oyle into his bones, Let it be unto him , as 
a garment to cover him, and, for a girdle , wherewith be 
ſoall be alwayes girdeA, ver.17,18,19. | 

Hzeare this all yee whoſe tongues run ſo faſt on. 
the Devils errand, Yee loved curſing, you ſhall have 

it, both npen you, about you, and in you, and 
, = that 
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that everlaſtingly, if you perſevereand goe on, For 

if Chriſtians be charged to bleſſe their enemies;Whar 

will be cheir caſe, thar curſe their friends ? Yea, if. 
he which but curſerh Satan, curſeth his ewne foule, 

as it is, Eccleſ; 21. 27, What doth he, thar curfeth 

the Saints and dears children of God? Sorely, their 

 eurſes ſhall bound back into their owne breſts, as the 

tones which Shimei threw at David didrebound upon 

| Shimez, and fplir his heart; yea,and ar laſt knockt out 

his braines. | 


apon their owne faces. Their words and wiſhes be 
but whirle-windes, which being brearhen forth, re- 
eurne againe to the ſame place ; {mſed be bee that 
ererſeth thee, Gen, 27. 29. Yea, hee ſhall be curſed 
with a witneſſe, for even. Chriſt, which came to ſave 
th World, ſhall fay unto them art the laſt day, Depart 
yee crerſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devill and 
bis Angels, Matth, 25. 41. Where they ſhall doe 
nothing bur carſe for evermore, Revel, 16.1121, And 
indeed, W ho ſhould goe to Hell, if curſers ſhould be 
 Teft ont? Wherefore letall thoſe i2arne to bleffe,thar 
 Iooke to be heires of the Bleſling. 
'' 10. Itis theirwſe to threatez the religious, as aſl 
| the men of Sodome threatnedjuſt Lot, that they would 
- deale worſe with him then with the e Angels, Gen. 19. 9. 
| Jeboram, Fliſhs, ſayipg, God doe ſo to me, and more.alſo 
 zf the bead of Eliſha ſhall ſtand on him this day, 2 Kings 
6.3I., Andthus Pax}, before his converſion, breath- 
ed ort threatnings| and ſlaughter againſt the Diſciples , 


| Afts 9.1, 2, | 
f Ir were no living for godly men, if their hands 
| were allowed to be as bloody as their hearts. But 


men. 


|  Curſing meuthes are like ill made Peeces, which | 
4 while men diſcharge at others, recoile in ſplinters 


| 
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men and Devils are under the reſtraint of the .Al- | 
mighty, | TR : 
Neither are their words more ſwelling, or their | 
defignes more Taviſh, then their atchievements be 
yaine', and their execution ſhort. Benhadad ſends 
great words unto the King of Tſ#ae!, as if it were | 
nothing to conquer him : but ftay the proofe, Bex- | 
badad flyes, and 1fael perſues. Commonly they thar | 
leaft can doe, beſt cavill, can and make the greateſt 
flourifh, | 
However, itis well for the innocent, that wicked 
men cannot keep their owne counſels as God fetch- 
ech their thoughts out of their owne mouthes, many 
times, even againſt their wils, for the good of his 
Children, as we may ſee in Zſax, whenhepurpoſed' 
the death of Jacob ; and in S$evl, touching David; 
and in Fezabell, touching Eliſba; whoſe threats did | 
preſerve them, whom they meant to ki}, The wiſe- 
dome and power of God could have foundevafions 
for his]Prophets, with their enemies greateſt ſecrecy: 
but now they need no other meanes of reſcue, then 
| their ownelips. And it is a mercy ( deſerving thanks) 
from God, that the lightning of anger in a cruell |. 
mans eyes, glves us warning of the rhunderbolt in 
his hand. HE 
| Butrhis concernes us onely, when we are threat- 
| ned by the potent: in other caſes, our beſt way will 
| be ro ſtand it out: for many a foe hath ſpoken brave- | 
ly, whoin the puſh hath made more uſe of his heeles, | 
. . | then of his hands : heir threats being bur like a 
| boyes {quib, that onely flaſhes, and cracks, and links. | 
bur is nothing. | 
I 1. It 1s their manner by ſubtlety to undermine the ) . 
godly in ralke, that they may betray them, as Sax] 
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| canſedhis ſervants .ro undermine Davsd by flattery, 
thereby coworke his confuſion, 1 Sem. 18, 17. And. 
| againe, verſ, 21. 25. thus thoſe falſe Prophets, and 
other enemies of the truth undermined Feremiah , 
ſeeking every way ro deſtroy him, Fer. 18. 18. tothe 
endof the Chap. And thus certaine of the Synagogue 
ſought to undermine Steven, that ſo they might have 
matter whereby to informe the Councell againſt him, 
Ads 6.9, 10. | . | 
Their chiefe Principle is that of Lyſanders, Where 
the Lyons shinne will not ſuffice, we muſt add a ſcant- 
ling of the Foxes, Whereupon , as intelligencers for 
| States-men, mingle rhemſtlves with all companies, 
butuſe their beſt art to keep themſelves concealed : | 
fo doe theſe, you may travell with ſuch an one as 
farre as the Tndies ; and yet finde the way into his 
heart a farther journey. For as High-way-mtn, 
lighting into true meaning company by the way, can 
talke of finceredealing,and uprightneſſe,againſt rob- 
« | bery and oppreſſion, to take off ſuſpition, till they 
| ſpy their opportunity : ſo will they have ſemblan- 
ces of religion, pretend great love; yea, perhaps doe 
you a real] curtefie ; but with the ſame intent thar 
| Sanl gave CMichall to David, which was onely to 
enſnarehim. 
' | Like Fowlers and Anglers, when they meane to 
# | catch and ſnare vs, they hide their nets, and cover 
their hookes with the pleaſing baires of fattery, ſer- 
ting a ſunſhine countenance upon cloudy thonghts : 
Yea, when they intend to murther, then ſpeake they 
faireſt ; when deadly malice dives deepeſt into 
their hearts, then the' ſmootheſt words floatein 
their mouches, as no faces looke lovelyer then the 


| painted. ; 
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{other wicked ones, who made mores, and nodded the 
vead at bim, Pſalm. 22, 5, Gaped 4pon him with thair | 
mouthes, as ramping androiring Lyons, verſe 13 Guaſb- | 
j ed their tcth at bim, at publick meetings, Pſal,35.16+: 
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Now this. kind of undermining they haye borrow- 


an, who in the beginning uſeth this complement to 
our firſt Parents, Tee ſ»all beas gods: when his drift 
was, to have them devils, Gen.3,5. Yea, he ſers them 
by his ſervants ro tempt and undermine the people 


are, or ſhould be addreſſing themſelves ro ſome nota- 


may ſee, Jeremiah 1,6 - Ezek, 3.14, 15. Nehem. 2.19. 
& 4.8, & 6. 5,6, 7, 10. ets 6.9, i0.. Matth. 


ho #5 


But beware we truſt themnotc,for theſe Hypoerites 
never wound ſo deadly, as when they iftroakeus with 
a filken hand. ; being like the. miſtaken lanchorne in 
Eighty eight ; for ugder pretence of guiding, they 
will draw us into hazzard and :lofle among obr ene- 
mes; and whoſoever puts confidencein their words, 
ſhall finde them to reſemble finking floores, which 
will then fayle us, when our weight is on them, 


Qu. 7 the laſt place what are the Acuall' 
Properties ? 
eZ:ſw.Theirdly, wicked men aally manifct their: 
Firſt, by gefture, as Goliah againſt David, when 
he looked upon him wirh a difdain<full countenance, \ 


1 S21m,17.42-Which is a kind of brow-beating z and 
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ed from Satan, thar old Serpent, and arch-politict-' 


on worke, who never ceaſeth, either by himfelte or 
of God, 1 Pet.5.58. eſpecially at ſuch times, as they | 


ble workes in performing the will of God, as we | 
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hem. am. 
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Andſo much of the erball propertres of this enmiry,. | 


enmity againſt che Religious in ſeyenparciculars, = 
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( /eked their heads at him, Pſal. 109.25, Thus Fob 
complaines, That his enemies opened their mouthes a= 
gainſt him, Fob. 16.10. And Jſaiah, that the ſcof- | 
fing [dolaters gaped and thruft out their tongues againſt 
the godly," in his time, Tay 57.3, 4: And the Labou- 
rers in the Parable are ſaid to have an ev#/lejeagainſt 
| the Maſter of the Vineyard, becauſe he was good, 
Matth, 20, 15 , Maniy will ſpeak, that dare not ftrike; 
and-ſome will make mouthes, that feare to ſpeak. 
Now this of geſt#re isa ſilent foe; yer upon inqui- | 
firton made, I find none more guilty of the Serpents 
| enmiry, then he, who ſpeakes with his brow , and 
ſtrikech with his eyes ; who becauſe his tongue can- 
not juſtly condemne a man , he will leayehim ſu{- 

pe&ed of) ill by ſilence, or ſome diſdainefull geſtare; 
For, as his Majeſty faid moſt aptly and elegantly, A- | 
{ the tongue fpeaketh t6 the eare ; ſo the geſture ſpeaketh to 
the eze, And though ſuch an one be filent for want 
of words; yethe isnot ſo for want of malice, even 
ſcoffes and nicknames, ſlander and curſing fticks in 
his teeth, and onely dares not freely come forth, bes | 
cauſe he is guilryof his owne faultinefſe : and were 
henot a monſtrous coward, not daring to ſpeake or 
a& for feare of Juſtice, there would be no dealing 
with him: Yer bad as he is, being dumbe, I finde 
him uncapable of a verdi&, and fo diſmiſſe him to | 
| Ieade the Van,which is both a puniſhment co himſelfe 

and thoſe that follow. | | 
3, It is their maxner to withſtand and contrary the 
 do&rine which they arc commanded by Godto de- 
liver, Thus Zidkab the falſe Prophet withſtood and | 
| contraried Michaiaes doAtrine, 1 Kings 22. 24, The | 
Prieſts, Prophets, and all the people; Feremrahs, 
ſaying, Why haſt thorn propheſied in thename of the _ | 
| , Toat|. 
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that; this houſe ſhall be like Sbilo , and this City ſhall be 
deſolate, and without an inhabitant 2 Fer, 26,8,9, And; 
thus Eliza the Sorcerer withſtood and contraried; 
Paul and Barnabas in their preaching, A@s 13,8, ' 

Andrhis is{till che manner of wicked men (being 
better acquainted with wrangling then reaſoning,and:! 


deeper in love with ftrife then truth  evento cavill | 


againſt the good word of God, and oppole the mef* 


ſenger, and what they canuot maintaine by reaſon, | 


a feminine teſtineſle ſhall ourwrangle. | 
| _ Theſe night-birds know right well, that where 
the Sunne ſhines, there is ſmall place for themto ap-' 
peare : whence the Minifters preaching is as grear | 
| a vexation to them, as their converfarion is to him: ' 
and in caſe he hath a fire in his tongne kindled with a 
coale from the Altar, they have a ſea of water in rheir 
hearts toquenchir. BS... Sh 

Bur if ſome one be more ſpecially gifted in con} 
vincing of {inne, he is ſurero haye creble oppoſition, | 
he molcſ Saran, and diſpoſſefie him of his ſtrong 


holds, Satan will moleſt him wich a powder ; all} © 


the drunkards in that Pariſh ſhall fall about ſuch a 
Miniſters eares ; Yea, perhaps ſome neighbour Mis ! 
nifters that prerend gravity aud g004 will ro God, ! 
{hall more then ſer themon : to: vercue fares hardeſt 
oftentimes from ſuch as ſhould uphold her. _ | 
Thus Satan and his inſtruments deale like our Pi- } 
rats, Who will ſer upvn rich laden Ghips, but paſſe! 
by thoſe thar arecmpry, | | 
| Nerare they to be appeaſed after they haye once, 
begun,for that which raſhnefſe and folly have brought : 
forth, pride afterwards and contumacy ſhall main» : 
tainero the Iaſtgaſpe., Vinally an ill cauſe once nn= 
derraken, ſhall be maintained, though with blood.” 
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{ ing ſhe adds ſo michto her owne reputation, as ſhe 
 detrafts from othets : and indeede the rwincklin 
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Nay, rather then want cauſe, they will now hate ſtich 
a Miniſter , becauſe they have formerly hurt him : as 
many husbands hate their wives,onely becauſe them- 
ſelves have wronged them, or atlealt love them the 
lefſe for their owne faults : all whichthey will de- 
fend 'with their rorigues , though they condemne ic |. 
| with their conſciences. | : 5 
Which men are like thoſe wicked Fewes , ets 
I3. 45. who would neither beleeve the 'doftrine 
which Paxl preacht, nor abide that the Gentiles 
ſhould bee brought to the Faith of Chri/f : Fot |. 
they nor only forbeare to heare ſuch a Miniſter them- 
ſelyes, but witl dehort all cheir familiars : In imi- | 
tation of rhe high Prieſts, Scrides, and Phariſees, who 
in thcir owne opiniot! were too good, too wiſe, roo 
holy to receive Chrift intotheir company ; and, not 
content ro ſequeſter themſelves from Chrif#, they 
difdained alſo that he ſhoulg be converſant with Pub- 
licans and finners.' ; 
Pride was ever chivious and contumelious, think- 


Rarres at the approach of the Sunne loſe their light, 
and after repaine it not, untill darkenefſe be'upon | 
the deepe : Yea, the whiter the Swans, the more 
black is the Crow thats by her. ; 
3. They will combinethemſelves together, and lay 
devillith -plots to deſtroy the godly, as the new King 
of Z#pypr with his people did againſt the chilaren of 
1ſraet, when they perceived them to multiply fo faft; |. 
Exod. 1.9.10. Thus the hundred and twenty Gover- | 
nors combined trgetherto worke D aniels overthrow } 
Dan. 6. And thus Demetrius the Silycr-ſmirh; and 
therelt of the craft{men, which made gaine dy the | 


ſriver | 
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filver Temples of Diara, combined themſelves toge- 
ther,” to conſpire the dearh of Paxls campaniors, 4c 


CR" 


day there wete more then forty of the Fewer, which 


ſtants, FF, 23. 10. 14. | | FW 

The Apoſtle faith, If God be or our fide, who can be 
againſt us ?But S*,Chryſſtom,in opening of rhoſewords, 
ſaith, Nayrather, bo is not againſt as, if God be with 
us 2 For, they caſt their heads together, ſaith David, with 
one conſent, and are confederate againſt God and his ſecret 
ones, imagining: crafty connſell againſt them, ſaying, cotte, 
ket us rout them out, O'c. Pſal. 83.3.4, 5. 
{ How wicked men agree in perſecuting the truth, 
and profeſſors thereof, we may ſee, eAs 4.26,27.and 
AAark1 4.whereevenold Arnas,and that wicked bench 
of gray-headed Saozbes and Elders, are content-to break 
their ſleep to do miſchief, and make noon of midnight. 


| Lively expreſt by the: Author of the booke of Fiſdome; 
who bringeth chem in, faying thus, one ro another, 
Come, let us lie in wait for the righteous, becauſe he is not 
for our turne, but is cleane contrary to onr doings : bee uþ= 
bradeth us with our offending the Law © bee was'made 16 
, | reprove-our thoughts , it grieveth us alſo to looke upon bim, for 


connteth us as _— : he withdraweth bimſelfe from otir 
wayes as from filth; 


» « : . WL . 
ſte if bis workes betrue, let ns prove and examine bint with 


i rebukes and torments ; let us condemne him to a ſhamefull 


1 


TC ——— _— i 


Ina TWocaoourn wry oy oo OR FOB 


— 


D—— 


[ 


eſſe; be commendetb the latter-end ofthe | 


| jeff, and ra a that God is þis Father. Wherefore let #s | | 


19. Andwhen Pax! was reſcued by Lyſ#z5, the next | 
bound chemſelvesby a curſe, ſaying, They wonldneithes | 


eate nor drinke, tilthey had killed Panl; in which con- | 
{prAcys. the chiefe Prieſts and Elders were likewiſe af | 


As for the manner of thejr conſultations, | they are | 


his Tife is not like | other mens, bis wayes are of anouher | 
faſhion, be vaunteth to bave the knowledge of God, and | 


aeath;\ 
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death, And then gives.the reaſon: Swcb things do} theyima- 


gine, for their owne wickedne ſſe bath blinded them, ad they;| 
doe not underſtand the my ſteries of. God, neither hopefer the || 
reward of righteouſneſſe, wor can difornes: the hengy h the | 


ſoules which are fawulileſre, Wild. 2-12»$0/2 3». : 


Qu. 7,But what bave they whereupon to reread [ 
therr accuſations 2 For the veligtous mans life is | 
commonly like Pauls, Philip. 3.6. unrebukeable, 
aud he Seth inall the commandements and | 
ordinances of the Law, without. as\| 


Zachary and Elizabeth 4d, Luke I 6. -:+ 
 Anſw, Hethat ſtudies quareels will eafily find occa- 


fion, When the Governours we erErefolved: that Da» | 


nzel ſhould die, they.ſonne found. pretences*. As ſup- 
poſe it be a private Chriſtian, they will lieiw waitto 
finde faults in him, and turne good into, evill, and are 
of ſo prying an obſervation, that they will lopke far- 
ther into his ations then the belt man APY 
havethem ſearch. - 

Bur being difappointed of their thapes, heare what 
they fay, We ſhall nor find anaceufitionagainſthim, 
he is = airhfull, except we finde #t concerning the law of 
bis God, Day. 6, 5.; And his pun&uall obedience to. 
Gods Lawes, and ſticking cloſe to the Word ob truch, 
ſhall ſerve for a need. 


| Or ſecondly, It. hebe 2 Minifier, thiy will afſem- |.-. 
ble. together ro heare him pray: and preach, that ſo 


they may. catch ſomething our. of.his mouth, where- 
of they may accuſe him, as the Scribes and Phariſees 
dealt, 'with our Saviour, Lzke 1 1. 5 4, And: thoſe 


| Governours with Daniel, wherein he ſhall not be a» 


ble ro ſpeake fo warily, bur they will finde matter 
enough to.inſtare him, as the words ſhall be wreſted, 
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though | 


1 


{ 0, Yea, while the ungodly are whetring a' knife co | 


{ 


| 


|among themfelves : perceive yee not, behold the | 


! And when' once he is queſtioned, every one, like | 
| Zael to Sizera, will drive a nayle, to keep him from | 


| O. the wicked mindes that many goe to Church | 


| mi/cheife, and doe travell with wickedneſſe, yet they hl] 


j cheir throats. Shall che powder thinke to blow up| 
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though indeed, to have a great audience onely thall } 
be made crime enough : you know when the Jewes 
ſaw that a greatcompany were at Paw: Sermon, they 
were'filled with envy, and fell to contradi&ion and | 
blaſphemy : As 13. 45. And the high Prieſts and| 

Phariſees, when our Saviour was fo flockt after ſayd | 


JE "Y 


ka 


| World goerh after him, and if weler himrhus alone, | 

all men will beleeve in him, Fohn 11.48: & 12.19, 
they were like the dog in the manger, that will nei- 
ther eate Hay himſclfe, nor ſuffer the Horle ;- yer 
they had a reaſon for ir as thefe have; Rome thinkes | 
 thar the Goſpels riſing, muſt needs be her falling, 
as when che day' comes, the night muſt end, Tndecd, 
opinion makes rhem coyne thar for a reafon, which | 
others will not affent unto :' Yea, what is cruth ro 
theſe men, is error to © thers more wiſe, | 
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withall , and the great dangers thac Miniſters are | 
 lyable unto, did nor God mightily ſupport them ! 
many. of their hearers being like char Lawyer, which 
ſtg6d up ro tempt Chriſt ; for they come nor ro b-| 
taughtby him but to catch him; 

Bur whar faith David ? Though tbey have conceived 


bring forth a lye, Pfal. 7,14, For the Lord bretheth their } 
counſels, and bringeth their devieez to naught, Pal. 33. 


cut” oar throars, 'God is wherring a ſword to cur} 


. | the houſe , and ſcape ir ſelte from burning ? No, a 
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IS a true rale, thar of evill premiſes doth nor fol- 
low a good concluſion,, but from eyill ſeeds come 
evill plants. : BE EVE 
4- They are very proane to-prijor the godly, 
cauſe or no cauſe, As Abab commanded CAMiebaiahb 
to be put into the priſon houſe, and fed with the bread of 
; affiftien and with the water of :ffiiction, 1 Kings 22. 
27. Thus the malicious Prieſts procured Ferimiab ro 
be ſhut up in priſon, Fer, 36.5. And thus our Savi- 
ourſhewing what <ntertainemene th: faithiull hould 
find in the World, forerel/cth that wicked men fal/ 
| lay bands on them, and deliver them up to the aſſemblies, 
and into priſons, bring them before Kings and Rukeys, 
for bis names ſake, Luke 21, 12. As Fybn Baptiſt, Pe- 
ter, Paul, and many other of the Apoſtles, were pur 
into the common priſon by Herod, ,and the Synod of 
Prieſts, when they preacht in Ch-;jts Name, ef 5, 
18. & 12.4 & 4.3. & 22.25, & 28.17, And 2 Cox, 
I1, 23: And Ile warrant you, the common people 
were more glad of the Cturches loſle herein, . chen 
they would have been of their ownegaine. _ -;, 
But why into prifon 2 Why not unto dearth? No 
thankes ro Sacan, nor his ſeede, they would deftroy 
all. Yea, Why are not our Sanfuaries turned _jnto 
Shambles, and our beds made tro ſwimme with our 
| bloods, but thar'the God of 7ſz«el hath croſſed the 
 confederacy of Bul2k,, and there wickednefſe doth 
not proſper, their ſtudjes are the pl-ts of our ruine, 
a:d the beſt rhey intend, 3s the deſkraftions and over- 
throngh of Religion, or the religious, or both, * 
Againe, Why theſe, and a thouſand more in all a- 
ges ſhorupin priſcn? What was their delinquency ? 


j 


| 


Even this, They WEre too good, tO holy to be en- | 
dared. What was it bur F-/iphbr goodneſſe, thar | 
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| brought him to the ſtocks and Irons? And ſo of 27:- 

cthaiah, Feremiah, [the Apoſtles, and all the Sainrs in 
ſucceding apes. = , 

And to ſpeake truly, this \ : deepe point of psllicy 
in onradverfaries: for whenall their arguments faile, 
by this meanes rhey get the better, and wichall prevent 
further diſpure. In the midft offtheir anger they 
this diſcretien, Stand nor to argue, left thou be oyer- 
come, and letthe accuſed beat] what hee can for his 
own innocencie: the Wolte would anſwer the Lamb, 
Indeed thy cauſe isbrtter then mine, but my teeth arebetter | 
then thine, Twilldevoure thee ; So the Devill purs off the 
Fox, and pats on the yon, ao | 

Againe, we know the Mgone hath ſo much the Iefſe 
( [light, by how much it is neercr the Sunne ; yea, ſo long 
as the Sunne ſhines above the Horizon, the Moone 15 
ſcarcely ſeene. - And we uſe to ſay of Homer, that the 
daz\ing beames of his Sunne makes all other Poets, like 
littleſtars, looſe their light. : 

This made Don ſzrs, when he could notequall Phi- 
[»xenus jn poetry, nor match Plato in diſcourſe, con- 
'demne the one totheſtone-quarries, and ſell the other 
as a ſlave into the ITleof Apgina, And ont of like con- 
fideration, have the wicked alwaycs dealt with the 
godly, even as 7#(;zn the Apoſiate did by onr Savi- 
our, whotooke downe his Image in contempr, thatFe 
might ſer up his owne inthe ſame place, and have the 
people worſhip it, which hee knew they would never 
doe, {o long as the other was reverenc'd. 

5, They often manifeſt their enmity againſt the rel?. 
gious by ſtriking them, as Zidkiab,rtefalſe Propher, | 
| ſtrooke Michayeb on the cheeke, 1 King. 22: 24. thus | 
| Paſhrr ſtrooke Feremieh, Ter,20. 2. Andthe Princes alſo, |. 
{Chap.37. 15. And thus Azaniar the high Prieſt cauſed |, 
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| Pax]ro be ſmitten on the month, Ae 13.2, andthe: 
1 Tewes whipthim five rimes with forty ſtripes ſayeone, 

| and orkcrs beathim with rods, 2 Cor. 11, 2 2424.25 6: 
And thus our rough efentiries of Rome f{topt our 

Martyrs mouthes, and refured them, not with reaſons, 

nor by Law (fov the Law hath no power to ſtrike rhe 

vertuous )but vpith fiſts. | 
When Politifians Rhetorick failes, Carters Logick | 
muſt dec the fear, Their argumentsare all Steele and | 

Iron, they tpeale daggers points: As Toav diſcourſed 

with 4maza in the 5 Rib, So Zedikiavdiſpured with | 

the Propheta word and a blow , yea, a blow wirthour 
2a word ; for hee ſmotchim firſt, and ſpake to him af-. 
 terwards. * | 

_ Every falſe Prophet is like Z/zzs the ſecond, who 
threw Saint Peters keyes into the river Tzber, protcſt- 
ing, that thenceforth be would aſe and belpe himſelfe with | 

Saint Pauls ſword, * | 

And incaſe they cannot have their wills, they re- 
ſemble Acilles, who is fained to eate his owne heart, 
becauſe he mightnot be ſuffered to fight. 

6. Ttis uſuail with rhem to hart and maime the gocly: 

; as the whole Congregation of the Children of 1/rae/ 

would have ſerved thoſe trne hearted Spyes,for ſeeking 

to appeaſe the tumulr, and ſpeaking well of the land 
of Canzan, hadnor the glory of the Lord appearedin 

the Tabernacle of the Congregation, Numb. 14.10. 

Thus the Philifims put out Sampſons eyes, whenthey 

had bound him, J-4g.16, 21. and thus the Jewer of: Ar- 

tiochia and Tconium hurt Paul , when they ſtoned 
him, and aver him out of the City, ſappoſeng he had beene 
derd, AT.14.19. Neither have ſucceeding ages wanted | 

Alexanders,who have done much hure ro Gods peaple : | 

for not {ſcldome when reaſon and rayling fatled, _ 
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they come to plow-mans Logick, Gunpowder argu” 
ments, open violence, taking up ſwords to ſtrike, or 
| ſtones ro caſt at us, though they -iincurre by it the dan- 
ger of the Law, Whereas religion makes wild beaſts 
civill'; Acheiſme,and Impiety makes of wiſe men beaſts 
and fooles, How many have: been knowne, like him 
in £/op, who willingly loſt one eye, that his fellow 
| might looſe both ? 
| Yea, whereas the drifr of ſuch an ones preaching, 
in caſe he be a miniſter, is to make them like hip, in 
ji Whoſe name they preach : contrarily, the very word 
of God, by accident, makes them degenerate into 
{ſocks and ſtones : for hearing bur their finnes Iayd 
open, and the judgement due thereunto, they become 
ſo ſtupid and inſenfble of reaſon, that now, maugre 
{all admonition, the quarrel! muſt end in blood : Yea, 
| away with ſuch a'fellow fromthe earth, for ic is not | 
| meet that he ſhould live, <A 22, 22. 

7. And laſtly, Itis their manner ont of Enmity to 
ſlay the godly , as Doeg flew Abimelcck and the reſt of 
| the Prieſts, even fourſcore and five perfons, and Nob 
the City of Prieſts, whom he ſmote with the edge of 
the ſword, both man and woman, child and ſucklireg, 
at Szzels command, 1 Sam. 22, 19, Thus Fezabelſley 
| all the Prophets of the Lord ſhe could find, 1, Kngs 
18. 4. And Herod, all the male children that 'werein 
| Bethlehem, and all the coaſts thereof, from two yeares 
old and under, that he might make ſure worke with 
Chriſt, Mat. 2.16. And thus the inhabitants of Fere/z- 
lem, Gods owne people choſen out of allthe World. 
uſed to 'make ſuch havock of their owne Prophets, | 
| thac- our Saviour bemoaning her caſe, cryeth' our, O 
Fernſalem , Feruſalem , which kill the Prophets , and 
| ſtoneſt' them which are ſent unto thee, &c. Matthew | 
(23. 37. E 4 And 
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And thns-it fares with the Saints and ſervants of 
God ar. this day, in ſuch places where wicked. men 
may have their wils. Whereas thoſe Romiſh Doors 
[are appointed for the ſaving of many, they are all 
| for deitruftion : like raſh Empiricks, they can cure 
no way, butby letting of blood ; and hereupon they 
turne thejr Maſling into maſlacring ; the Schoole in- 
to a Carp; Arguments, inro Armes; teaching all 
their Profelites diſmall concluſions: as it hath been 
n9 rare thing, for ſome of their Prieſts in Queene 
| aries xaigne, when in arguments they have found 
iche weakneſle of their pens, to fall to their penknives ; | 
| In lead of arguments,they rake up armes ; and in ftead 
of zcalcand rhe {Jirituall ward, they uſe fire and rhe 
{word ; yea,treaſons, are their beſt xeaſons ; the Spaniſh 
Inquiſition, is their Grammer ; fire and fagor their 
rhetoricke; Flcete and fertters, their Lagicxe; the 
Canons roare, their mufick ; poyſoning, their phy+ 
fick ; Yea, their very building of the Church, is by 
blowing upof common-wealths ; andin ftead of figh- 
_ ting for God, they fight againſt Gad and his Leive- 
| rc nant. 
| Andif at this day they catch bur a Proteftant in 
{ their ner, 1t isa miracle if ever he {capes death, with- 
{our making ſhipwrack of faithand a good conſcience. 
Forif we will nor obey them rather then God, they 
have a Law by which men ought to dye, a law like 
| Drac's, written with blood, and ſeiled with death, 
Of which their ſavage proceeding, there are many rea- 
{rs tobe rendr<d, | | 
| Firſt, they muft doe the workes of their Father the 
Devill : he 75 a martherer, and fo his children are gi- 
yen to blood, Tobn $. 4 4s op 
| Sccondliv, rhat their decds of darknefſe may not 
| gfe] 
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cometo light. UVr:2þ muſt be put to death, leaſt Da 
vids adultry bee diſcovered, and himfelfe diſgraced. 
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A living Curre you know, will dot more harme then 
adead Lyon: Andir is a ſure rule, that of Egges fryed 
in the pan come no ill Chickens, 4 
Thirdly, the wicked through malice ſecke by all 
meanes to cut off rhe godly, becauſe their finfull and 
wicked lives are reproved ty their godly converſa- | 
tion : nelther can they follow their finnes ſo freely as | 
they would,nor fo quietly, without dete&ion or check. 
Now if Abels good works reprove Carnes evill deeds, 
ler Caine but take away the cauſe, kill bet, and the 
effe& ſhall not follow, 
Fourthly, whereas the godly are too hard for thery 
in diſputing : take Steven for an inſtance : they will 
be even with him, by caſting of ſtones, ſtophis mouth 
with brickbars, ferch arguments from che Shambles , 
and this they are ſure will doe, when ail other hopes 
and helps fayle. So they make rheir party good,if not 
with arguments of reaſon,yet with argumets of ſteel, 
and Iron. Bur this isa very hard way of coniuting. 
Fifthly, their glory and credit with the World is 
eclipſed , by ſuffering theſe which excell in vertue. 
This made Adrizz and Nero to kiil all ſuch as eclip- 
ſed their glory by any demerit : and Aercinez you 
know, was murthered of her fellowes, becauſe (hee 
did excecll rhe reſt in beaury, Thus Herod, chonght 
he could nor be King, if Chrift ſhonld raigne. Yea, 
as though he had becne of the race of the Ortomans, 
he thought he could not raigne, except the firſt thing 
he did, he killed all the males in Beeblehems, from two 
yeares old and under : And the Phariſees that they 
ſhould be deſpiſed, if Chriſt were regarded, 
'And fo murh of the Auall properties of this En- 
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theſe. ktnaes did vur Sa- 
4fowr bimſelfe ſuffer  ( whoſe example hitheyfo 
yowhave omitted ) tn bis owne perſon of the Jews, 
bis Countreymen and kinſfolke ; yea, of the chiefe 
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Prieſts, Scribes and Phariſees, who were teach- 
£rs and expounders of the Law, and which ſats 
:4: Moſes: (harre £ 

An.. In'every oneof the 2 2. for as touching the 
Menrall Properties, ; 4 4 


"7 | Envyed him, Matrth. 26.15; 

2 Contemned him, Mtth. 12, 24. > 13, 55. 

3 > They < Rejoyced at him inhis miſery and deftreſſe, Mar. 

] . | 27, 29. . 

4 Hared him, Iohz 7. 9. 


2. Touching the Verball.' 
- f Murmured againſt him, Luke 15. 2, 
Miſconftrued his ations & intentions, 2447-11 19. 
Carryed tales of him, Mat. 12. 14- | 
Gave divellith counſell againſt him, Mar. 27. 70. 
Scoft at him, Matth. 27.42. * 
Nicknamed him, Matth. 13.55. 
|  Rayled on him, Luke 2.3. 39. 
| Slandered him, Matth. 28,13. 
| Curſed him, Gal. 3- 13. 45 | 
Threatnezd him, lohz 11. 53. | 
LI | Vndermined himin ralke, that rhey might accuſe | 
J LL him, Matth. 22, 15. 
3, Touching the, Aﬀuall, 

YI 7 Vicd diſdainful geſtures before him, Mat.27-29.39 
| VVithſtood. and contraryed his Dottrine , Lk: 
| 5. 21. Mat. 9.34, | 

« | Combined rogether and layd Plots to deſiroy 
| They }-- him, 42.12.14. 
J 


Ar ww M0 


mM HHv WOW 
O 


Tooke him priſoner, Mat. 26. 57. 

j Smote him, Luk: 22.64. 

Hurt and wounded him, Mat-27.39. Tobi 19 34+ 
C Purhim to death,even thar curſed dearh of re | 
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Croſſe, Matth. 27, 35. Thatthe Scriptures might be 
falklicd which faith, Aud this fiats braife bis. brele+ 


ſo nomore thenthe bruiſing of his beele, G1 


him; for their owne words are, He hath dos a1] things 
well, Mark 7. 37. He hath done, ſuch washis power; 
all. chings, ſuch was his wiſedome; well, ſuch was his 
gaodneſſe: and yet crucified, and abuſed every way 
he muſt be, It was indeed for his zeale, purity and 
holineſle, and becauſe his life and praQice was cleane 
contrary to theirs; his Do@rine roo powerfull and 
pure forſach carnall hearrs to imbrace or endure. So 


dead inſenſe, how it would fare with us, might our 
enemies, the ſame Seede of the Serpent have their 
wils. | 

Qu. hat uſes may this ſerve for, which hath 
been ſpoken touching the properties of this enmity, 
and our Sauiurs ſuffering £ 

An. Firſt, by this taſte of ics fruits learne we to 
deteſt them all. 

Secondly, it may ſerve to informe every man, whe- 


| therhebe of the Serpents ſeed, a child of the Devill, 


as hecameinto the world, or regenerate, and. ſo be- 
come of the we mans Seed, a child of God and mem- 
ber of Chriſt : for as our Saviour ſaith, ſpeaking of 
falſe Prophets, By their fruits ye ſhall know them : To 
I of the {eed of the Serpent, ard children of the De- 
vill, By-theſe 22. fruits of enmity you ſhall know 
them, aſwell as you ſhall know the life by breathing, 
or the day by its light. Wherefore all ye that read, 


for allthar he ſuffered was but in his Himanty, and | 
And why all chis? Notfor any evill they found in | 


thatit is plaine, and all men may fee, who are not | 
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refie&t and caſt your eyes on theſe examples, which 
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areſuch lively emblemes and reprefentations of your 
ſelves, if you be the Sepencs ſeed, and yer in your fins. 
Yea, let it make you tremble; for know afſuredly, thar 
if chisſpawne of cnmiry, formerly ſpoken of, remaine 
in you; ifany of theſe wayes you perſecureCbriſt in his 
members, or bur hate the good, becanſe they will not: 
be ſo evill as you are, you have not caſt off this ſerpen- 
tine quallicy, which you drew from the loynes of old 
Adam, but itis an infallible figne, that you are ofthe 
"Serpents ſeed, children of the Devill, enemies to God, 
and all goodnefſe, the brethren of Cayme, yea, Cayne 
himſelfein another perſon, and withour repentance, 
your portion ſhall be with Cayne, and thereſt of thac 
curſed crue, 53S 

On the other ſide, doth any conſcicnable Chriſtian 
findhimſe}fc hared and perſecured by ungodly men for 
weldoing, for Cbrifts ſake,for Religion and for righte- 
onſneſſe ſake? Let him be comforted; for itis a manifeſt | 
{ fignc, and a norable ſtrong evidence, that he is of the 
Womans Seed, regenerate and bornea new, thechild 
of God, a member of Chrits myſticall body,and an heire 
ofeterni]l life. 

Thirdly, theſe examples being written to admoniſh 
us,uper whons the ends of the world are come,may inform the | 
godly whar they are to expe from the world : Shall |. 
any hope to be free from ſuffering,or thinke it a ſtrange 
thing, when he doth ſuffer for well doing, when our | 
SHiourChrift himſclfe ſuffered fo much as he did, be- 
ing the onely begotten Sonne of God, full of grace and truth ? 
No, the D ifeiple is not above his Maſter, nor the ſervant 
above his Lord.: If they have perſecuted Chwift, they 
w1ll perſecute yon alſo, Fohn 15 ; 20. Tf they have called | 
the AHaſter of the bouſe Beelzzebub, bre-much wore them of 
by bouſhold ?. Mate 10425, Yea,ſenſlefſe were it eaten 

thinke,!. 
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| ſecutethegudly, isthe evntrariety of their natures, 
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chinke, that the ſame enmity which ſpared norro firike 
at. the Head, will: forbeare rhe weakeft and remoteſt | 
limbe.. 2 EW ON II 
.  Whereforearmethou us, O.God, with am-expe&as 
tion of thatevill which we cannot avoyd, yea, make 
thou ns as ſtreng as Satan and his inſtruments are mali- 

cious,and theriJettheo doe their worſt, + ': + 
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- And fo muchof the kinds and properties of his enmity. 
ER The Cauſes... 


godly men thus hate and perſecate the religious 2 


| 


to be ſpoken. of cach, for. they. require whole Vo- 


la 


32434 


— 


120/75, and give as onely the marrow of the matter. 


and the worldsnotice,I take co be Eleaven: 


Qu. How contrary are they £ | 
| . Afr, Ascontrary and oppoſete one to the ather, as 


es, beſides inſtruftions, if they exceed, are wont, | 
as nailes ro drive eut one another, - - | 
 :...Qu. Thez ſeleF out the-principall,' 1 -meane, | 
{ſuch as 17 regard of our edification, are moſt be-| 
L hoovefall for as to know, eAnil leſt the pages ſhoald| 
iti grow, as fiſh, into a multitude, garble your no-| 


| Qu. hat azethe Cauſes why wicked and us- | 


2 eAvſ? W. They are ſo many, that che time would be | F- 
e900 ſhort, or this Treatiſe too long, if Ifhould ſpeake } 
of eyery one, yea, or-relatehalfe of whar isrequititeto-;' 


» a, 


" 'CAnſw. The Cauſes belt deſerving, gur diſcovery, 


LY 
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+ Firſt, a maine Cave why wicked men hate and per- | 
| 
| 


are God and the Devill : for the one are-Children of | 
Ged, 2 Cor. 6.18. Gal.3. 26. Fob.n\, 12. And partake of \ 


> 4A 


! At. 


| the Divine Nature, 2 Pet, 1. 4. Being begotten, James 1. | 
"0 8. And}. 


"a 
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Theme. 


18. And borie a new'of God, Fobac0'2. E Fob. 4 -g:lyrk 
immontall. ſeed* of the word, Tumee 1,18. And-the fpriits 
powerfull working with it, Job, 3. 5.8. whereby: vhey 
| areberomeottke Go od:iawbolineſſe 1 Parin; 15. Arid nobobil- 
drenonely; but heipes alſd, even the beates of God, andiheivis 


annexed with Chrift;Rons $31: ms: 


29. Members of burbotly, 8 Cor. 12% Bone'of bis' bone; 
| and fleſs of bu fleſh, Epheſ.5. 30. having bis Spirit dwel- 
in fg 272 them, Roms. 8. g, to witncſſe with therr ſpirits, that 
| they are the children of Goduerſi16.And _— T emples of 
\the Holy Ghoſ#,. u Cor.6. 1,9. 

" Andthe other are the” Seed of the Serpent, and children 
of th: Devil, and fo partake of his -natare, r Tb. 3 s, 
10. I2.14. "Att. 13. 10, þ. 6. 70; an®$, 44; ant 4- 
30. and 1116.11, Hattbe 2. 38-39: 2Cor:4:4..2 Tim.y; 
26: Geni5.15/, and 5. 3- Epbeſ: 2.1. tothe end, and 5, 
I-41 C6#;15, 2.34 Rom:F. F23: 18. 7 rs * 2. + 6 10'S; r Pet. 
2,"9, T0. 25 Fob.3i 3:5: 6. - - which being {o,theymult 
needs be very comtrarys arid if contrary, nomarvellithey 
ſhould;(o ill agree; alchough God had nor proclaimed 
an enmiry between-rhent. 
thy; No reconciling of.the Wolte and che Lawbey, 
== the (ea; ; Naneighbourhood, no aliance, - 


conjJuntion is able ro make tlie curfed ſeed of _ 


or fireand water, light and darkneſſe, heaven an 
Are nor'more comrary; 

One blood, one belly,one houſe; one eiliitacidir G's 
tae make Cayne and Abel accord; Tacoband Eſau, tack 
and Jomzel at one, Yea, though they be man and wie, 
parent and*childe,- yet if they be'nor like, they will 
not like, 2 Cor.6.14.15- And indeed, whar is the cor- 
porall ſympathy ro the ſpiritual phy: ? Can there 
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\ Forthere can beno.amity, where there is no T_ | 


rpent;and theble{ſsd {cd ofthe Wonienever a Tet | 
Hell 
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each! _ yok as all Senpires again th rug 


dians were: Seftarien of. divers and adverſe fa&tions, 
all differing one fromangrkery and. yet allthele joyne 
together againſt our Saviour, atth, 22, The Liber- 
tines, Cyrenians, A lexandrions Ci micians and Aſoans, 
differ they never ſo mych;, .will joyne.in diſpute a- 


Ror the Fewes Herod , yet bot are gran to vex the. 
Church, 


_ 
ch andahe: DF hilfiins. the > GOHa0 a a fer Try | 
jherkry Chriſe: .they will ” in one with bw to| 


fall: qur-with: God, The Sadxces, Phariſees, and Here- | 


gainlt Steeven, As 6,9, Herod neicher loved the Fews, | 
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moſt bittet,exorbirant;untitvired, 8 dnpſhcable falls 

[Ns uchroncordy tis noſuc diſcord fart one of the lear- 

6d 67 rhe which proceeds frin Rfrgion;: My name, faith 
Ether: i mbre 0dioss "#0 them they any thief,ot murtberer :- 


| Mo, [Faith David! / mine enemies, for they aremany, | 
E ey hate me with a ered batred, Pſal, 25.19. yea, fs 
Thy net that it makes theircectbignath, -andtheir hearcs | 


ftbreaks,bardes;fwels,ſriokes, | 
; \o wat te will giveznidt f 


Parts ti <roes Fa thcee with 0h | 
Abreslike heniand cold; if, 


-bein; 61h 
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d rio' matvell} for though” / 
the: me houſe, yer the) belong ro' two) 


oY being x Noki, belong ing to Hetl: as 1-;Jſbemen | 

Keen bi Irebentt, *BAt non of England: -2ve|/ , 
by the Scarures of this kirſpgome,. 25 5 
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fries give Saint "Paul iripes above meaſure, + Cor,11.2, 
{ And the Heathen: Biierotis OHH chalets 
| for all thoſe which bur profeſt themſelves Chriſtians. 
infome points, when thereate 
ceo maine, does but advance hatred the more : Wi 
neſſe the Rargus of Queene ©Maiy, om m—_—— 
all Fraxe of above two-hutid/ed thouſand Proteſtants; 
 fides"the tny thouſaiidy 6f. wat Agr tb por 0 
Baſt'ts Weſt, from '6he' Pele'ro the qthers fearch 
| cords/under Heaven, if everthere \ was theUkeof thei in: 
rended Powder-Plor. ur Tot þ he $ IVR 13” 
 You-cannot angeriaxpicked man ors, 'thari 10k | 
well: Yes, hee. you tore. b rrerly for ch , andthe 
| cred:D yow gaine' thereby; than if you had che ed him'of 
| his Patrimony, wich your ownediſcredit.” Buttharthere 
is no hatred ſo virulent and bitter, asthat which is occa- 
fone by yertuous living; and profeſling of: CHRISTS| 
| Lakes our Saviouy Hin A EN coptonlly; Matthew «| 
Luke 21. 57, >: | 
; Queſt, Wherein confittr their unlikend(ſe undc con-] - 


rrarjery ? 


- 4nſw."Chiefly in'foure particulars; they; hikdeed there 
bee more differences betweene the Children of 'God and 
the children of the Devill, than there are betweene men 
ant beiſts, , 
|>-  Fitſt, they exce-dingly differ i in their judgments touch- | 
ing Wifedom, x Cor.1.,18.26, 23. and # >14and 4.10. Luke | 
6.27.80 36; Ads 26:24. Wild. 5.4. Gen, 41:8, Tob 5:13, | 
"Proverbs 28. 1x, Terem.'4,'22. 1 Cor. 3.”t5.” Exodus 'r, | \ 
' 1d. Toſhus 5. 4. Titus 3-9. Proverbs 10. verſe'rs. -Rom. | ] | 
T6, Ver. r9. - | 
'Happaneſſe, Lute . 26; and; 13 Ianies® 4. Ls "Mater 
16, x6. Tohn 3. 16, 18.and 8. 34,36. Romani” #26; r8.-22. | 
| Plal.2,3,4. and 10.3 . and: 12.4. 2 Tim, 2.26 "MAli3.15. 1. 
Revel:3. I7.1 Theſ.;. 3. | 
| Fortitude, Prov, 28. 2, 2: Rev. 13. 6,7. and 12,r3,17.1 
| Mar.23.9. _— $3. Mar: 10.28." Galathians :4; 29. ohn 
16. 2. | 
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bs F you ; = the meaning : for inflange doetheyTall thee 
nas pothingmers Eogunrie their mouthes;,onder- 


Poms Eh cboenkc hogan brftianindeed as thow art) s.2 
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As pigtong A Naan Ade in Gods language." =ry 

\ 3 didw 41125 1d bug 109: { 21861 (GU 21} * 
” Secondly X nolefſe diferiatheir Pafoardliaie- 
FEA of- ELoDyes 139% $7,925 andiry; 14. 1:0 INTE. 


Feare, Prov.2$.1,2. 1 Tim.4.1. Rom.2. 14 IF. - 
it 27. 52.t0 60. 2rd $730.to 34. Proven. Io, 
| Rev.1$.19,20. 

Fs. atich RrhrentineG . Toh 6+ gig II.19- And che like 

exities ſake Llorbes fe.: $<3:1%574n egy —J 
Ix Mio 
Thirdly, the 'y differ no lefle' in Pradlice, and this: kireeds 

many q ; 25 What mortedmtiion, thanfor —_ 
and: kinds of -men. td. hate, fcornc, perſecute,' 
| revile, accuſe lander and condemne the Religious,: boſs 
Ge owne workes are evill and wicked, - and the others 
Y $2649, holy,.-and righteous. © Wherefore flew; Caine his 
| Lone faith Saint om, bur becauſe his owne: Workes 

wereev.ll, and his brothe-s goad 2 -x Tohn $.124 /Why was. 
Afeph accuſed of hs Miſtrefle for an Adn'terer, and there- 
upon committed. to priſon, :but:becauſe hee would nor be 
14 Adulterer like her > G-»:/: 39. Yea, it was.hisparti- 
| coloured Coate, compoſed of, all kindes of graces and 
| blefſings - that formerly procured his Brethrens. hate: And 
what 154 '$ it that Fobs Wife expoſtulates with him about,” but | 
T- R his S | 
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His integrity ? As if ſhe tooke icill, chat'hecooke it no 
worſe: his patience made her impatient. Wherefore | 
was holy David, as hiinſelfe complaines, almoſt in | 
every. Palme, Had in derifion, hated, f{landered, re} 
viled, contemned and made a proverbe and ſong of the | 
drunkards, andother wicked men which fate-in the } 
gate, bur becauſe be fo/lewed the tbings which were good 
| and phaſing unto God, and in bim put bis traſt * Pſal. \ 
11 Je 2. and-22.6,7,8. and 37s I 4+ and 69. IO, It, 12" 
And laſtly (for I might be endlefle intbe proſecution | 
of this.) Why were all the juſt, in Solomons time, had 
in abhominations and mockr of che wicked,but becauſe |  ; 
' they were wpright in their way, and. holy in their conver« | 
 » k HY 
ſation, Prov, 29.27. Or thoſe numberleſſe Martyrs, | | 
| whoſe ſoules Saint John ſaw underthe Altar ( Revel. | 
6.9.) killed, bur for the Word of God, and for the tefti= | - 
mony which tbey maintained ? And the Maſter himfelte, 
nor for anyevill. as tkemſelves are forced to corifeſſe, | | 
| Marke 7.37. whichexamples ſufficiently prove that | - 
all wicked men are like the women of Lemmos, who | 
when they had every one flaine their husbands and þ 
- | kinſmen, exiled Hypfepyle rhe Kings daughter, for thar 
| ſhe alone faved her Father alive. That great Dragon 
the.Devill, and theſe his SubjeRs, make warre and 
are wroth with:none bur the omen, and the remnant 
of ber Seed, which; keep the Commandements. of God and 
| bavetbe-teftimeny of Teſies Chriſt, Revet,12.17. 74 
| Burt apply this to our ſelves, I would faineknoww, 
{ whether the power: of godlinefle, the ſincere pro 


| feſion of the. name of Chriſt, according to the Vow | 


! which we made.in Baptiſme, all kind of purity and 
| holinefſe, doth nor live in perſecution amongſt us, as 4 
i Proteftams doe in Spaine ? Is ir-nor a capitall crime} 
{ tO be vertuous? Is not the name of an honeſt man, who | 2 
| : fu Tr 5s 9 | wants en EE EH as AS : pp + makes Ke, 2 3 
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wakes conſcience of his wayes, growne odious? Is not 
circumſpe& walking, the zeale of Gods 'gloty in'pro- 
moting rhe beſt things, frequent hearing of Sermons, 
ſinging of Pſalmes; holy conterence, brotherlyadmo-' 
nition, &c. countedi vice, and that-yice called Puri-- 
zaniſme? And muſt not he who is called a' Prriran, be” 
derided, hated, perſecuted , ſlandered and laught'to 
ſcorne? how many may complaine with Jeremy, rhar' 
becauſe they live a godly lite themſelves, and call 
upon others ro doe the fſarne, they are curſed of e>: 
very one, and counted contentious ? Ter. 15.10. Yea, 


ro quench the fire; di:gracedhe muſt be fora Puritan, 
bur onely by Laodieedns, Tndifferency ftrives'to daſh 


Chriff comes, there wiil b2 oppoſition, When Chriſt 
was borne, all Ternſa/m was troubled, and Herod cut 
the throats of all the children in Betbhlchem : fo when 


and Satan with his iwſtruments are ready to kil in him 
way good morion , thcugh it bee never fo little a 
—__— 7 - ; 

That whichthe Ancients did chicfly admire ( good-' 
neſte ) we doe moſt of all contemne; for is not the” 
godly man inofe deſpiſed tor his'god!inefſe, then the 
wicked for his wick«dneſſ-? Are not the mefnbers of 
Chriſt moxe hated, and worie intreated by us, then 
the *limbes of the Devill ? Whar ſuppreſſiag and dif- 
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ries, under the afperſion and pretence of Puritan-' 


as if the fame men, would bur bare them 


Jet bur a iparke of fervent devorion breake cut' in 2 
Family, all thereſt are up in clamors; as when Bels| 
ring diſorderly, every man is ready with his bucket | 


zeale our of covntenance, The reaſon is,” whereſoever| 


(iſt is borne in any man, the ſouleis in an nproare, | 


gracing is there of Hele, and Romerthicfelt adverſt- | 
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| company in their finnes, be drunke,ſweare,temporile, 
contemie holinzfle, miſpend their time, haunc Play- | 
houſes and Tavernes, play the good fellowes, and doe 
as the reſt doe, they ſhould have the approbation and 
| good wordof the greateſt number; yea, if they would 
not be preciſ{ein their ations, nor reprove others for 
their evill conrſes; if they would nor ſpeake againſt | 
_ ]pluralities, Non-refidents, lazy and'good-fellow Pa- 
ſtors, who either ſtarve or quite negleGt, -orelle mi- 
lead their flockes, if they would bur beprophaneand | - 
wicked, and make no bones of finne, their malice would 
| ceaſe, and we ſhould not have a Puritane in all the 
worid. Go 
 Asletmeappeilefromth ir tongues to their hearts, 
and from their mourhes to their conſciences, whether 
| this benot the greateſt cauſe of their quarrell, We re- 
fuſe to pledg them 1a their wicked cuſtomes. For may 
I not all ſte(laving ſuch as rhe Prince of darknefſe hath 
blind-d_) that thoſe,for rhe moſt part, whom the world 
ſmeakes fo baſely of, are b-fore men, in reſpeCt of any | 
ſcandalons offences or open crimes, unblameable; and 
may ſay wich the Lamb, whom they follow,WWhich of you 
' can rebuke me of ſinne, though with Pau/, 1 Tem,1,1s5, 
they thinke themſelves che worſt of ſinners? And doe 
not their adverſaries know, that rhe men whom rhity 
 terme Puritanes, arehoneſter men, and more righteous. 
then themſelves, as Pharamh was forc'd to corfeſſe tou- | 
1 ching Moſes? Exod. 10,16, :17. 'And Saxl teuching.| _ 
David? i Sam.26.21,yea, I know they are'perſwaded | 
well of them, even when they ſpeake moſtto the con=|. 
| trary, though I expe not they ſhould uſe rhem theres- |. 
| after. We know Plate judged Chriſt guiltlefſ-, but yet 
he put him to death. And F:ſtus acknow ledged that 
( Paul was without crim2, yet he left him in pyiſun. I \ 
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| dare ſay TertuUns knew that he lyed, when he called 
| Paul 2 peſtilent fel.ow ; his conſcience could nor chooſe 
but zn{wer him, Thou lyeſt in thy throat Tertullus, 
| Pard is an honeſter man then thy ſelfe. And muſt not 
| theſe mens confcincedtell them, that the famethey ac- 
| cuſefo, are in their lives the moſt unreproveable of the 
{land? Yea, I will appeale tutheir greateſt adverſarics, 
{| whether the Proteſtant ar large, or thoſe who are ca]led 
| Puritanes, be of the pareſt religion, and moſt reformed 
ro the Primirive Church? ror not ſeldome are wicked 
mens judgements forced to yeeld unto that truth, 
againſt which iheir affeAtions maintaine.a rebellion : 
Andyer, as if they would ſtamp Gods Image on the 
Diye)s droſſe, and the Divels tmage on Gods filver, 
| | they juſtifie rhoſe aftions'and perſons, which God 
condemnes, and condemne thoſe which he juſtifies. 

| True, theſe enemies to holinefſe ſpare not tocaſt aſper- 
fions onus; elſe how ſhould they worke their wills ? 
How ſhould X :both be cleanly put ro death, if he be 
not firſt accuſed of blaſphemy? 1 King. 21. 13. and 
the like: of Joſeph, Eliah, Feremiah , Suſanna, Pan, 
| Steeves, and our Saviour Chrift himſelfe, Bur if you 
| marke it, they are as guilty of the crimes whereof 
they be accuſed, as Toſeph was, in forcing of his Miltris, 
or, as Naboth and the reft were, of thoſe things which 
| were laid to their charge, 
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' who make Religion a ſtalking horſe ro villany. Iknow 
{roo many diſhonour God,by wearing of his livery.But 
; what was Saran to the ciildren of God, Tob 1.6.though 


| man will tax all the Apoftles, becauſe one was a Indas. 
Toe argue, becauſe ſome are ſo and fo, therefore the reſt 
| arealike, is a ſapleſſe reaſon,only becomming a foole. 
| | TE. Yer 


w_ _ - © > #6 Tc VG. 
b -- ty * n -» * WA i <1 & » y p 
j ! 
* 


| © Ifſpeake nor of thoſe monſters, thoſe white devills, | 
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the thruſt himſelfe into their company ? Or whar wile | 


© _ IM, AST ©» y Wy: = wad =4 Id 
\ : = . 
ow * b 
. 
' } 
, 


\ 


Fs 


- : "0". 1" OF" = 
Fs "i iy 2 as £ _—_ F 
\ Mu @ i 
g* —_— 
q | 


aa taldtcs on coat or" ih at ines 
-x* 7 « xy ws ; II _ A _ 
—_ vl _— — A Ca" 
, kd . | 


a [ET 


| Saint Peter ſpeakes, who becauſe they love to ſpeake evill 
| of the way of truth, 2 Pet.2, 2, 132, If they ſee bur an 
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Yet moſt men are ſuch fooles, or ratherbrurebeaſts; 
led with ſenſualitty, and made to betaken and deſtroyed, as 


hypocrite diſcover: himſelfe , chey nor onely harden! 
themſelves in their ſinnes, and, as it were, breake their 
owne necks at this ſtumbling blocke, being Sarans trap, 
ſer on purpoſe to catch their blind ſoules in, but con- 
demne all the reſt of his profeſſion to be ſuch as hee 1s, 
ſave that they diſſemble their 'hypocriſfie more cloſly & 
cunningly;which is as equal andjuſt,as it was for Sime- 
onand Levi to rrurcher all the Sechem:res for the offence 
only of Hamors Son. But as all are not thievs that dogs 
bark at;ſo all are not hypocrites which rhey terme ſo. 
; Indeed, as all our enemies are nor alike witty, 


ip they are not alike malicious; for ſome tranſcend ] * 

| this way, as Doeg did the-reſt of S2uls ſervants: ang» | 

ther way, you ſhall know ſuch an one by theſe few} 

markes ; His hatred is ſo inveterate and ang at | 
iv 


he ſpends all his wit in frothy ſcoffes, and invecgives 
againſt che whole pzople of God? andasif the doore 
were not wide enough except he ſec open all the win- 


feRious ayre, his t2ngue ſcrues ſomething againſt the | 
religious into all diſcourſes; and when his owne In- 
vention failes, it ſhall be ſupplyed with what he hath 
heard: for as the Papiſts never found any error ſpued | 
our by the Ancients, bur they have licked it up, ſaper- 
ſtitioufly to abuſe the ſame : ſo he never heares of any | 


bur he licks ir up, that hemay ſpit it our againe in the. 


with whom he doth converſe ; being ro his company 


face of ſome proteſſor,oron the other fide poyſonthole | 
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dows, and brake downe the walls to let in this in-} 


"coffe, ſlander, or divelliſh inyeRive formerly deviſed, | 4 


like a mad deg, that fo biteth every one he meets, thar |. 
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[4 | 
They become mad too, and as aptto bite others as him- 
| felfe; or incaſe he meets with another like himſe}fe jn 
| witand malice, it maybe faid of them,as D zogenes ſpake 


— 


ralking, See how the Viper and the Aſpe are changing poy= 
fon, And nothing ſo ticles the ſpkenz, or glads the 
[heart of ſuch, as that diſcourſe which may moſt ſhame 
{ profeſſion, diſgrace Religjon, and diſhonour God. 
\ | Bur, O thatever thoſe tongues, which dare call God 
 {Farher, ſhould ſuffer themlel ves thus to be moved and 


{| Church ſhould owne ſach for her children. In the Pri- 


< klgro ſuch a Sonne, that ſhou'd.have thought himle! fe 
di P 


flarters him{elfe thar he is a Chriſtian ; yea,you caunot 
beat him fromir, bur thar he is as gooda Chriſtian as 
| the preciſcſt, and ſhall gne to heaven as ſoon. But 
[ler him thar reads, conſider whether it benota feare- 
full thing, ro lend to Satan the heart for deyifing, the 
jrongue for uttering3and theeare for hearing of calum- 
| fies,and all this to diſgrace the grace of God in his chil- 


! Oimpiety to be abhorred : Such ſport onear;h is on- 
| ly ſporrfor the fi:nds in hell, and let them looke to 


}* \It, for ſach joyes may chance to coft them eternal] 


' mourning ; yea, certainly, if rhe inferna'l. Tophet be 
- notfor them.ſin caſe they repent not.) it can challenge 


| * no gueſts; for Tmay well ſay unto fuch an one, Many 


_ - finners have done wickedly, bur thou ſarpaſſeſt them 
all; thine is ſucha faperlarive, ſuch a ſoule-mugtherihg 
_ 7 finne, that no other finne can parallell ir. 

-  Burthou haſt plenty of excuſes ro pagify thy blinded 
$-* - > agar £©AWW 
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poſſefſed by thar yrcleane ſpirir ! Or thax ever the 
| micive times, rhe Church would have denicd her blef- | 


lifparaged by ſerving Chriſt, and wearing of his livo- | 
'1ry, although he had nor ſcoft at others : yer this man | 


- Jdrep, and inake it frut]-:ſe to themlelves and others. 


of two 1ll conditioned women, when hee ſaw them | 


he 
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ſume carnall reaſons ro, make ic good, asan eafie in- ' 
vention may pur faiſc matters into rrue Sylogilmes: 

And amongſt the reſt, thou wouldeſt nor have men 
fingular ; wherefore that they may havelelle zealeand ' 


ren doe we heare remiſſe.profefſors ſtrive ro choake 
all forward holinefſe and zzale by commending the 
golden meane ? For carnall-men ( who cleave as cloſe 


clay:roa Carr wheele ) thinke every oneexorbirant, 
tchac walkech not atter their rule, 1 Pct, 4. 4+ As the 
| Sodomites thought of. Lot, Ger.1 9. 9. the handredand 
twenty Governours of Daniel, Dan.6.11+ andthe Col- 
dems of Shadrach , Meſvech , nd Abednego, Dar. 3 


as to pray three times' a day ,/not in contempt. of the 


to the God of Heavens command : the Governours' 
ftranging ac it, accuſe him, and ſay, this Daniel which 
is of the captivity, regardeta-not thee O King, nor 
the decreewhich thou haſt ſigned; bus doth ſo and 
ſo : wherefore command we pray thee, that he be caſt 
into the Lyons den, for no decree, nor ſtature which ' 
theKingeſtabliſheth may be altered, Dar. 6. Againe 
what diſorder is this that Theare of you, ſaith Nebu- 
chadnezzar to Sbadrach, Meſvech, and Abednego: will 
not yqu ſerve my gods, nor worſhip the golden Image | 


knowneunto thee O King, we are not carefull ro an- 
ſwer rhee in this matter : they were all as ſtiffe as if 
| they had eaten a ſtakeg and they could not bow to an 


King of Bzbylons decree, bur in zeale and obedience | 


and benummed conſcience : Yea, thou wanreſt:not | 


more temper, thou ſeek it ro alay their heate wirh { 
frumps and ſceffs, and taunts, and Jjceres; as how of- 


ro cuſtome, and example of the greareſt number, as | 


"4 


8.to 30. Daniel of all -D arizs his ſervants was fo bold | 


thac I hayeſet up, Dan. 3. 14. who anſwer no, be it] - | 
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| Zpyptien Kings ſolemnly preſented ro their Judges 
0s to ſaverve F- 


which makes them io cry it downe. 


grace, - | 


| that which worldly men call diſcretion, cates up all 
{ true wiſedome : There diſcretion and moderate ſtay- 


{ ſhall Lot leavehis righteouſnefle for ſuch an imputa- 
tion of ſingslerity > Or ſhall he not depart Sodom, be- 


Riill? Shall Nob leave building the Arke, and ſo him- 


{ elſe, thigkes him haire-brayned ? Or muſt the name 
of a Pwridan, diſhearten us from the ſervice of God? 


| No, bur as Saint PawIfaid in his Apollogie, Ads 24. 
14. after the way which they call Hevefie, fo worſhip 1 the 


which 
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Now this imputatiou of fingularity, and their ex- 
tolling the meane, is a-cunning diſcouragement, bur 
it is the Devils Sophiſtry ; for the meane of vertue, is 
berweene two kindes, not betweene two degrees: 
]it is a micane grace, that loves a meane degree of 


felfe, and his houſhold periſh, becaute {all che World} 


God of my Fathers: fo wen this caſe, Aﬀer the way | 


6. 


able :o wheele with the times, Yea, they that trucly 
| teare -Godare uſually as immoveableas the Sun in irs 
|-courſe, becauſe they thinke, and ſpeake, and live by | 
{rule, andnot by example, and hold themſclves as fait 
| ryed, as if they had the oath given them, which the 


3 


om their conſciences, what command fo. | 
| ever they ſhould reccive from rhem{elves to the con- 
trary. 'Which ſtriftneſſe ts a grear cye-ſoreto carnall 
men : who hate fingularity,almoſt as they doe ſandiry, 


Yetthis is the onely ſtaffe, with which the World 
beates all that are better then themſelves. What will 
you be &ngrelor? Or are you wiſer then all? Or what | 
; isthis butwant of diſcretion? And to ſpeake truth, 


{ edneffe, devoures all true honeſty, and goodneffe. Bur | 


| cauſe the whole City thinkes it better to ſtay there | 
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bo Eo ee AI 4 
WP 6. 


| which prophane men call' Puritaniſme, let my ſoule- 
D 
| ling ſay) tn ſuch caſes wherein the word of God 
| is expreſſe, ſingularity is not lawfull onely, but 
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defire toſerve Jeſus Chriſt. SS) 
Ob. 7 grant ('will the more moderate world-' 


© 


will not conforme tothings indifferent. 


An, A ſeduced heart decerves thee in ſo faying F; 
why elſe doſt thou caft the ſame aſperſions, upon ſuch 
as are conformable, ae | 

Bar admit they onely are thornes in thine Eyes, doft 
thou well co hate all that arenorot thy owne judge- 
ment, or that have tenderer conſciences then thy ſelfe? 
No, for honeſt and good men may differ in opinion, 
ner onely in things trivyall, but in matters of great 
moment; provided, they agree in the furdamentall ar. 
ticles of the ( atbolique faith, and yer may, and cught 


laudable : But ( which makes my ſpleene riſe) they 


members of the ſame myſtical] body : as many exam- 
ples witneſle, both of eminent Chriſtians, and Fathers 
ofthe Church : as alſo our Saviours words, who ſpeak- 
-ing of the fundamentall poynts, penneth the league 


ro continue brotherly love and communion, as |. 


not fundamentall thus, He that is got againſt ws, is with 


true Proteſtant as thou wouldeſt be thoughrtobe ) in 
nothing, mareriall, for there is a vaſt difference, be- 
tweene another diſcipline, and another do&rine: and 
they lictle differ, that. agree in marter, Onely theig 
conſcienccs are-not ſo large as thine : andthou think- 
eſt thoſe things indifferent, which they cannot affenr 


unto ; though they take more paines to ſarisfie and 


informe themſelves-chen chou doſt. But admitthey be 
| things 
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thus, Hethat is not with us, us againſtus, but of poynts | 


| #5, Whereas theſe differ from thee ('if thou beeſt a | 
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chings of an indifferent nature, evenaCtions of indiffe- 
 rency, when once they are felt ro trenchupon the con- 
 ſcjence,laydeep obligations upon the ſoul,even whiles 
they are moſt flighred by carelcfſe hearts : there beiug 
no lefſe difference in conſciences,then ftomacks,of which 
 fome will digeſt the hardeſt meates, and turne over 
ſubſtances not in their narure edible, whiles others 
ſurfeice of the lighteſt foad, and complaine even o 
daintics,./ . 
' Andindecd, every gracious heart is in ſome mea- 
ſure ſcrapelons, and hnds more ſafety in feare, then in 
preſumption : And certainely in caſes of a doubrfull and 
queſtionable nature, it is ever good to take the ſureft 
{1de, and which drawes neereſt t6 probability. Many | 
things are of ſoqueſtionable a nature, that much ma 
be ſaid on either fide: Now it I chooſe that fide on 
which Iam ſureT ſhall not fio, I deſerve tobe excn/ed, 
rather then cenſured ; it I uſe them'ir 15 poſſible I may 
firne, it may be they are not finnefuil; yet T am not 
fo ſure of it that T ſhall nortſinneit IT uſe chem, asTam 
ſure ſhall nor finne, nor breake any of Gods com- 
mandements if I doe not uſe then. This I may be bold 
| ro build upon, He that ſizylcs amongſt Rocky, 1t is pofli- 
| ble be may efcape ſplitting, burhe is nor ſoſure to keep 
' his Veſſel] ſafe, and whole, as he that ſayles ina cleare 
Ses, where noRocks arear all. | | 
't Qu. But to ſpeake really, and as the truth 1s, 
why doe they uſe all theſe diſcoutagements * 
en. Theironely aimeis, ro make us ſquare our lives 
according to their Rate gas that Gvant did proportion 
the bodies of all his gueſts, ro the be1 of his Har- 
| lor ; Yea; if they. would give their tongues liberty to 
.  acquaintnus with their hearts and conſciences,they maſt 
needs confefle, that. they: uſe that odious' nickname 
| (deviſed. 
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( deviſcdby Saran himſelf): for no other end,but co 
flour men ouc of their faith and holy profeſſion, and | 
trobring the very truth of Religion,and power ofgod- | | 
linefſe into conremprand fcorne. | | 
_  Andiindeed, whom nor heroicall in fortitude (the 
caſe ftanding as it doth) would ir not diſcourage and | 
beac backeto the world ? But thankes be givento God, |. 
his Spirit herein ſo hardeneth ard fteclerh his ſervants, | 
char their faces are like flint, and themſelves like bra. | 
zen walls, anddefenced Citics, though otherwile ſoft | - 
in affection, and true profefiors of meckneſle, 

| Yea,undoubredly he muſt be more then man (thatis, 
more {piritthen fleſh) that canco-:tentedly make him- | 
ſelfe contemptible to follow Chri/?, be pointed at for | | * 
ſingularity, endure ſo many baſe aud yile nicknames, | 
as are every wherecaſt upon the conſcionable ( for 
there is ſcarce a houſe, butis haunted with theſe kind 
of ſpirits, fami!iars, yifible and carnall Devils, ſoule- | 
murtherers ) bave his rcligion judged Hypocrifie gl 
his Chriſtian prudence , craft and policy ; his godly 
fimplicicy, fillinefſe ; his zeale; madnefle; his pun&u- þ 
all obedience to Gods Lawes, rebcllion to-Rrinces;f 
his contempr-of rhe world, ignorance ; hisgodly for-| 
row, dumpiſhnefſe,.&c, For theſe and the like; asun- 
ſcaſonable froſts, nip all, gracious otters and begin- 
nings inthe bud, and as much as in them lyeth, with} 
Herod labour to kill Chriſt in young profellors.. Yea, | | 
the cenſures and fcoffes of theſe Atheiſts and World-| 
lings, .like' the blaſts of. Rams-hornes before the 
| wals of lerico, layall the ftrengthot a young begin- | 
ners vertyes leavell ar one utterance : yea, it is the |. 
onely Remoraandgreatcit cauſe of arreſt, if any looke 
heavcn-ward, that makes them recoyle, . _ _ 

True,a wiſe man will notbe ſcoft cur of his money, | 
mo | - nor} 
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nor jiſt mah be fAlouited' ont of His faith "Yea, like, | 
\Fobn Baptiſt, he will hold his profeſſion, thaufh hee | 
obſc his head for ir: If Chriſt have but oncepofſeſt the ||. 
efions, there is no diſpoſſeſſing him agaihe. The] 
league that Heaven hath made, Hell wants power ro 
reake; Tfthe ſweet doarine of Chriſt be once'gotren 
intotheheart, it cannor be'got out againe' by all the | - 
tormenes which wit and evindlty can deviſe, asweſee in | 
the Martyrs. fs "I 
Neither 'would he ever endure a'blow, who cannot | 
concot& a foule word. Hee thar js diſcouraged and | 
made returne with an 1fhmrael;tiſh perſecution of the || 
rongue : how would he'cndure a 'SpaziſÞ Inquiftian, | 
orthoſe Hair times ? He thatis ſo frighted with a | 
{quib; how would he endure'the mouth of a Cannon? |. 
Burtoproceed. | | ET 
For a man'to be ſeoft out of his goodnefſe, by thoſe | 
thar arelewd, isall one, as1f a man that ſeeth ſhould. 
blind-fold himfelfe, or put ourhis eyes, becauſe ſome | 
blind wretches revile' ard ſcoffeat him for ſeeing tor 
a if one that is ſound of limbes, ſhould limpe, or 
maime'himſclfe, to pleaſe the Criple, and avoid his | 
taunts. For my part, I ha@'tarherlivye hatedOof allmen 
for goodnefſe, then be beloved of all for vice; and ra- 
| ther pleaſe one good man; then content a thouſand bad 
ones; his fingle avthotity being ſufficient to coun- | 
- 4: the: difdaine of a 'whole Parrifh'of | 
Yet experience ſhewes, Thatdiversare conrent to be 
miſied with the m#1:itude, rather then bean objeft of | 
their ſcorne and diriſion. Yea, thouſands hold it the. 
beſt and ſafeſt way, in differences of religion, withour, 
 fartherqueſtion, to take cheftronger part; that ſb do-., 
| ing as the moſt do?, rhey may have the feyyeſt ro _ 
| | I ans car euee ww oC 4 
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which baſhfull devil never leaves a great many,ſ@ long 
as they live; whereby wich therich man; Luke 1 6.chey || 
neverthinke of heaven, till cormented in the flamies{ 


A 
— .__w___ 


of Trejudice.9 79 
faulcwichthem, and all-chrongh baſe cowardlineſſe, | 


of hell. 


violence, now he doth it b 


proaches that are caft upon religion, then heedid for- 
merly by fiere and Faggot; for then the blood of the | 
Aeariyrs was found tobe the ſeed. of the Chureb, others! 


> 


(Phenix-like,) ſpringing out of their aſhes, whereas | 
now mulcitudes of ſoulesare ſcoft ourof their Relig» | 
on by wicked-men. Bur, 1:grieve to ſce how they| 
wrong themſclves, in thus wronging orhers:: for in 
that wicked men doe ſo moacke and deride ſuch as are | 
in love with heaven! ' things, itis hard to ſay whether 8 


P * 


| they doe moſt offendin hindering the honoue-of God }- 


. 


chereby, or their neighbours welfare, or their-owne | 
| Glyation. F- LH ; 
| Alas, ſome menwillberter abide ſtake, then ſome} 
others can a mocke, Zedikiab way willing to barkento}: 
che Prophets, counſel], bur rhat chis lay in his-wayzthe | 
Chaldeans would mocke him, Jer. 38. 10. it was death | 
to him to be mock'd. A.generous nature is more þ: 


wounded wirh the tongue, than wich the hand: yea, 
above hell there is not a grearer '/puniſhmene, then'to 
become a Sano, a ſubje& of (corne, as Sampſon, I- 
doubt nar,found. Alcib:ades did profeſſe, Thar neither : 
the proſcriprticn of his goods, nor his banifhmenc, nor 
the wounds received in his bady, were ſo grievous to 
himas one ſcornfull word of his enemy Cteſepbors 
Thou thinkeſt nor tongue-tarmnrs tobe perſecution, but 


Whereas. Satan formerly aſſaulted the Church by | | 
pole: deceit: and certainly the 
devill gets more by ſuch diſcouragements,/and:the're- | 
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thou ſhalconce heare it ſo pronounced in thy bill of 
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inditement.”*I/>mac! did but flout 1/aak, Jer St, Par] 


th a. 


| ſo mach rouchivg ihe third difference betweene the 


| becauſe they doe wel : fo likewiſe, becauſe they fare | 


! ſhew,or name; bur rhey are divels indeed(however they 


no ao 
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fich, he perſecuted him, Gal.4.29.God calls the ſcorning 
of lis ſervants by 'no better a name, then per/ecitzon, 
And whatever then conceiveſt of ir, ler this faulc be 
as far from my ſoule, as my ſoule from hell. 

And chusYou ſee, That nothing but goodneſſe is the | 
whetſtone Of their malice; which being ſo, are not wee 
heatheniſh Chriſtians ? Whar honour of Chriſt is there | 
amongſt us, where Religion makes one contemprible ? 
Is this Chriſtian-like ? Such men may be Chrifilansin | 


flatter themſelves) reſembling the high Prieſts, Scribes, 
and Phariſees, who called themfelves the Church, while 
' they weat abouc io kil! the heatt of rhe Church : who 
theſamenight chat Chrift inſtituted the Sacramenr, and 
conſulted how to ſave them, did conſult Low they might 
deſtroy him ; yea, ler any indifferent ſtander by, judge | 
whether thou beeſt not bortomleſſely il], who doeſt 
malice gooducfie in others, who arr difpleaſed with us, 
becauſe we pleaſe God, and murmurelt like the Scribes | 
and Phariſees atthe ſame things, whereat the Angels 
rejoyce : For none but a Cayne, or a Divell in conditi- 
on, will envie, hecanſe his owne workes are evill, and his | 
brothers good. They are deſperately wicked, that can- 

not endure ſo much 5s rhe fight of godlineſle : as hee | 
was carefully idle, that Seneca ſpcakes of, whoſe fides | 
would ac" t» ſee another worke: Neither conldeſt | 
thou doe ſv, if the divell werenot in thine heart. Ang 


ſeed of the Serpent, and the Sced of the woman. | 
4. Fourthly, as they hate andperſecurethe godly, 


i 


| 


well, and are acc-ptcd before them. As why was Cayne 
wroth with his brother Abel, and afrer flew him, as. 
— afirmerh | 


<_ 


ade 


bt ds "__ __ 


Js © 


did Eſar hate [acob, and purpoſe to kill him, butbe- 
cauſe of the bleſſing wherewith his father bleſſed him? 


— 


Wherefore did the Philiſtines and Abimeleck, envie 
Iſaac, _ 
becauſe t 


over them? Gez#. 37.4. If oſephbe his fathers darling: 
heis his brethrens cye-ſore, Wherefore did Sanl peric-' 


Lord was with David, and proſpered him in every thing 
he took. in hard, 1 Sams. 18. 12, 13,28, 29. Davids 


pleaſure in hisking dome, as yexation in the proſperi-! 
his father fo royally entertained him ar his return, £x.. 
15. 28, which is meant of the /ewes envying the Gem-| 
tiles converfion ; and many the like inſtances ), Why 


23. but becauſe he ſhould be miore exalted ? AndTI 


that Goliah* was ſlain, orang 
theirbrorher:* for envie is fick , if her neighbour be 
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affirneth the holy Ghoft, but becatiſe, The Lord had: 
reſpeft wnto Abel,and to his offering : but unto Cain and |. 
hy offering; he had no reſpe&t? Gen. 4.4, 5, Why | 


Gem, 27. 41, 1ſaats bleſſing bred Eſaxs hate, Again 


up his wels,and baniſh him ffrom'ithem;bur | 
e Lord ſo abundantly bleſſed /ſaac, rasap-} | 
ars,Gen,26.12.to 18, Wherefore did oſephsbrethten | 

(2: him, not being able to ſpeak peaceably unto.him; 
and aftet ſell him into e/fgpyr, but becauſe his father;| .. 
| mote fayouted him, andthey feared he ſhould reigne }| 


cute David, and purſue after him from place toplace}. 
ro take away his life, bur becauſe he was ſo praiſed} 
and preferred of the people before himſelf, and; :7 he{ 


-ſuccefſeis/Saulevexation: yea, he:findes not fo:much'4 


| of David; And laffly,(forT paſle by the ctder'brothers |. 
| enviein the Parable againfthis younger brother,when | 


—_—_— 


$1 ay. 


, was Elzab wroth with his younger brother, 1 Sam.19. [i | 


doubt me, whether Davids brethren were more glad, |: 


that he was ſlain by | 
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mans torrent; as it fared between Haman and FER 
deems : as hereafter the glory of Chriſt ſhall .adde to 


theſe reprobates confuſion , when they are driven. to | 


confefle, This is he, whomwe once had inderifion.. 
' : But to ppfy what hath been' colleRed. out of the 
Word. See wh 


iether theſe examples ſure not with ſome, 


| and not a few in our. times; As, 


*Firft, why do a ſort of miniſters (none of the beſt} 


Irneane fuch as live ill and viciouſly, orpreach ill and | 
unprofitably, or both live ill, and preach ill, maligne, 


hate and traduce, yea, promote againſt ſuch as preach 


| morefairhfully and powerfully, ' and live more- holily. 
andunblameably, bur becauſe God honours their mi- 


hiftery with the converſion of foules, and their words 


are with ſuch power; that the people flock after them, | 


as they-were wont after Chr: ; while in the meane 
time them ſelves are negletted and diſ-cſteemed, be- 


;ng as they ſuppoſe 'far greater ſcholers (for if amini- |, 


ſter preach profitably, they will give it out he.is no 
ſcholer, neither can they do Satan a greater pleaſure) 
and their Sermons. more elaborate for rhey will þe as 


long irrcthe' tonfeption and breeding of them; as an | 
Elephiantis'of her: young ; which being-borne>onely } 


amazerhthe hearers,and makes them at there wits end 


with admiration, their ownboſomsawill tell them, that | 


? 
1-1 


Iſfpeaketruth, - 


Agiain,why do theſe menenveigh and preach againft | 


preachitig'? As, what needes ſo much preaching, ſay 
they (and all ſtupified fenſualifts) it was never a good 
wotld/finceſo many Le&ures were ſet up: their was 


more oye,” and charity, and plain dealing - among our. 
| fore-farhers (they mean'intime of Popery)who were 


onely verſtin che Eords Prayer, Creed, andten Com=- 


4 ww. we 2 


TS. 
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{ maudments; one Sermon well remembred, and put in | 
| : Ne au Ag - practiſe, 


——_ ————___—_.. 4 
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,praQiſe, is better then ten; yea, quoth a Miniſter iti 
the pulpit, thatpreacht ( himſelf) once in fix weekes, 
that he might filence his Pariſhoners, who complain» 
ed for want of their daily food; you will finde this 
Sermon more then yon-will be able to praRiſe this two 
\ months ; and no queſtion, ſpake out of feeling ; for he 
having lived _—_— five ages, could never yet 
| put thoſe five wordes of his text into praGtiſe viz, Re- 
pert, and beleeve the Goſpel, But the reaſon of this 


praiſe, to cry down knowledge , as you' may ſee by 


Saint /ames, onely to diſparage Saint Panl, - 
| " Fhis point would be further applyed,but let'conſci> 
.encc doit; for it is a ſore that willnot endure rubbing:' 
ofiely this, if any man be vyexed at his brother, be-; 


« 


him{df is negleQed and diſ-efteerned of both 5 much! 
more, if he belch our his ſpleene againſt the reſigioys,! 


full of rhe yenome of the ſerpent, Pſal, 112. 10, Pro, 
14. 30, wo 2 | 


ſer ſort, As, why do all driinkards .and yicious livers: 


cauſe he fares berter,and'is better accepted, becauſe he f 
is fayouredand refpeted of God and goodmen,while! 


[their own praCtiſe - eyen as cunning Papiſts will extoll | 


\ 
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| their murmuring is cafie : Carnall worldlings cry up] 


beranfe they are praiſed and preferred before himlelf; | 
let him'-kriow, that this could not be if ke were hot. 


Secondly, this may be applied to people of the Joo-| 


hate the religions, and fo belch out their enmitie and. 
ſpleeh againit them, in raifing and ſpreading of flatt- 
dets asthey doe; but although, partly toreſcue them] 
ſelyes from contempr, and procure a.conttary eſteem, 
by putting a foule and ugly vizard upon vertue, af} 
| decking up vice in 2 gorgeous andcomely atrire tes 
| chiefly, becauſe they are precious in Gods ſighp, his 
pectthat, and eho/# people our of allthe world, the chil= | 
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| dren of God, and enbers of Chriſt, temples of the boh 


Natere, and are one with the Father and the Sonne? 
lohn 17. 14,21, 22. 2 Cor.6.18. 
| This is the eye-ſore of our cnemies, and let envie 


And ſo much of the firſt Cauſe, 


| mez hate aud perſecute the relizzous ? 


Scriptures. 
Queſt. How #5 ih af proved ? 


j our own Experience. 
1. Firſt, by T eftimonies:T hey ſhall hate and perſecute 
you, .yea, they ſhallexcommunicate and kill on for my 
; | Names ſake, faith our Saviour to his Diſciples, becauſe 
| they have not known the Father, nor me, lohn, 16. 2.3. 
| & 15.21. Andagain they ar: an offence unto us, becauſe 
| they underſtand not the things which are of God, but 
{ the things which are of men, Matth, 16. 23. And are 
| devcived, becauſe they know not the ſcriptures, neither 
| the power of God, Matth. 22. 29. Luke £9. 42. 
2: Secondly,by Examples & Reaſon.This the Apoſtle 


| che Church, 1; Tim. 1.13. W ps ſo ſoon as he was in- 
| lightned with th: faving knowledge of the truth, 


| faith, which before he perſecuted, Its worth the noting, 
how he was no ſooner informed, but he was reformed. 


on we ſhall ſee what we arc, or ſhould be, by re- 


{ Gboſt : yea, chiefly, becauſe they partake of the Divine | 


{ look her ſelfe blinde. 


| 
| ef. Their ignorance of God, of Chrift, and the 


Anſw. By Teſtimonies, Examples , Reaſon, and; 


] confeſſeth to have been the cauſe of his perſecuting | 


changed his note, with his name, aud preached that | 
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Queſt. #hat is the ſecond Canſe, why ungodly | 


—_ I... wwww—_ 


{Now if we look upon him as S««f, we ſhall ſee what | 
{we are by generation , if we look-upon him as| 


generation. 
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generation, Neither is it ſtrange, that the men of the 
world through ignorance, ſhould hate and perſecite 
| the members of Chri/?: for upon the ſame ground, they 
even crucified Chriſt himſelf, Father forgive them, 
ſaith he of his murtherers, for:they know not what they 
{ 40. And why have the kings of the earth, in all ages 
| #anded themſelves together againſ# the Lord, aud a- 
1 gaizft his Chriſt,Pfal. 2. 2.But becauſe-they knew him 
4 not. John x5. 21, For if the Princes of this world had 
znown, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory, 
| as the holy Ghoſt ſpeakes, r. Cor.2.8. 

Be Yea, if we confider it rightly, we ſhall finde, thar 


"4 ——_—_ .. 


was the cauſe of ignorance, but now ignorance is the 
| cauſe of fin : Swearing, and lying, and killing, and. 
ſtealing, aud whoring abonnd;laith the Prophet,becauſe 
| there is no knowledge of God in the land, Hol. 4.1.2. 1t 
j £5 4 people that do erre 5n their hearts, faith God, why ? 
| becauſe they haveyot known my wayes, Plal.g5. 10. 

3- Thirdly, Experience preves,that none.are fo far 
| tranſported with a mad& ſuperſtitious zcal againſt the 
ron as the rude rabble who can yeeld no other 
| than this, that they are no puritanes, or thatthey hate 
| a Puritane from their ſoules ; when as the devill him- 
ſelf, who hates the Puritane they meane moſt of any, 
can make as good a confeſſion of his faith as this. For 
who are the greateſt cenſyrers, andthe violenteſt op: 


| have more rage then reaſon ? and the moxe ſorriſh till 
| the more jnſolcnc. 

| neſſe, or uniuſt dealing, gr for prophaning the Loxds 

- | day, for Atheiſme,and the like, you are ſure to be þran- 


| 


| reaſon, or confeſſion of thetr faith, if they be asked, 


| ignorance is the cauſe of all fin. Sin indeed ar the firſt] 


—— 
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poſers of goodneſle , are not the ignorant fry , who 


__ 


| As, reprove one of chem for fwearing, or dranken-| 


"I 


| ſtung with the Gadeflie of miſ-governed zeal,as Pas/ 


|| Me ate. 5 64 - | . - . , 
with incredible impudence, accompanied with invin- 


| walk after the fleſh in the luſts of uncleannefle, whom 
| Saint Petor calls brute beaſts, led with any ) ro 


1-2 Pet.'2, 12. Eſpecially in judging acts of zeal and 


| Apoſtles when they were filled with the holy Ghoſt, 
and hearing them ſpeak languages, which they un- 

|| derftood nor, cried out, Theſe men are druukwith new 
| wire, F773 72-03 | h | 
| Untill we be born again, we arc like Nicedemas, 


Until we 'become zealous our felyes , we are like 
© } Fefias, whio thought zeale madueſſe,o,Atts 26.24. Un- 


B86 _. TheGure © 


.ded with the odious title of Puritane, yea you arc 
faQious and ſchiſmaticall, it ve will not be drunk, and 
every whitas lewd as they arc. Lats ajeb: os 
| It is worth a large imile, to obſerve what acla- 
mour the blundering:rabble will make againſt the 
people of God,if one in their company bur mentjon the 
word Puritaze, or tell them how ſcrupulous & preciſe 
ſuch an one is, O what a number of ſharp and deadly | 
arrows will each of them ſhoot, both at the good and | 
goodnefſe, maugre all admonition! For each being 


was before he knew (brift , they preſume to affirm 


Cible ignorance, that therearc not worſe men in the 
world then the religious, i 
Wherein it is hard to ſay, whether ignorance or ma- 
lice do more abound : whether it be more out of the 
firength ef will, or weakneſſe of judgement, 
It is the nature of ignorant and carnall men ( that 


ſpeak-evill of the- things which they underſtand not, 


piety, theit opinion {till lights upon the worlt ſenſe, 
like them in the ſecond of the Atts, who mocked the 


who knew not what it was to be born again, Tohn 3. 4s 


| ill we be humble our ſelyes, we are like Adfichal, who 


mock 
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; mocked David tor his humility, and thought him'a 
Ffoole, for dancing before the Arke, 2 Sam, 6,16. Yea, 


riſhing condition, all-relision {cemes fooliſhneflle, 
#Cor.2.t8. + - | ! 2 
And thus you ſee in grofle, that [gxorance is a main. 
cauſe of hatred and perſecution, We ſhall morecleat- | 
ly diſcerne how it comes to be ſo, if we note: | | 
{ Root, [pmorance, 


Sap, Hatred, 

Fruit, Perſecutio7, 
apart ; for ignoraxce cauſeth Swſpition; and S #fpitions 
| Hatred; and Hatred, Perſecution, ButI cannot ftand 
upon theſe. £ | 
|  Qne. if Ignorance be ſuch a generall cauſe of 

hatred and perſecution , as you have ſhewne, What 

7s the reaſon, that ſo many great Scholers and wiſemen 
| doalſo hate and perſecute the godly? . | 


Anſ. Great ſcholers they may be, and wile men 
alſo, in the worlds efteem, but in the maine, and in 


4 


| 


have inlightned heads, ſufficient to leave them! with- | 
out excuſe,. yet becauſe they withhold the: truth” in'un- 
righteonſxeſſe , and do not 'glorifie God: with; there 
| £owledge, neither arc thanktull, but became vain ij 


th atho. 


—_—_. 


ſo while they profeſſe themſelves to be wiſe, in changing 


| prefſeit, By thus hating God and his children, Romans 
I. 18. 22.22. 25. :30, $0 that Ignorance is the cauſc 


| 


| ro ſuch as ſhall periſh, orare for the preſent in a pe- |. 


The 4 Stem, Sxſpition,0r Tealanſee, C ſeverally : and 


Gods account they are nothing' ſo : for admit they | 
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thetr imaginations,their fooliſh hearts are d, hoed ; ani | 


the trath of Godinte a lie, they: become fooles,/and ex- - 


bag in them allo, . —. 197 Hr] 
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| Gods gccount, x Cor. 3. 19. As ſharp-eye 


" Andindeed if they were wiſe, they would foreſee the 


| torments ofhell,and prevent them, as Bernard ſpeaks. 
Orif they knew God, they would keep his command- | 
{ ments, for herby,faith Saint John, is it kyown that we 
know God, if we keep his Commandments, 1. John 2. 3. 
1 but he that ſaith I know him , and yet krepeth not his 


Commandments, is a lyar, and there is no truth in him, 


| Ver. 4. Yea, theſe have ſfivorne to keep the command- 


ments, and to deny the world, and yet are not con- 


{ tent with there own diſobedience, unlefle they caſt aſ- 


| perſions ypon them that obey. 
Again thirdly, if they new (briſt, they could not 


his members, not perſecute them; for it is the very firſt 


| part of oup .converſion , to love them that love God, 


: Joh.3.14.8 4.7.8and /oh13.35, But ſomany as are 


1 enemies to the Croſſe of Chriſt, ſhew that they vever 


knew God in (brift, 
| As for their wiſdom and learning ; you muſt know 
that men may be exquiſitely wiſe, and incomparably 
learnedin the worlds opinion, and yet very fooles in 
| d as Eagles 
{ in thethings of the earth, and yetas blinde as Bectles 
1 in the matters of heaven. And knowledge conliſteth 
not ſo much inthe-quantity, as inthe ualiry : mot 1n 


| the greatneſle, hut in the goodnefle of it. For as a lit- 
| {le precious ſtone is of more worth then many other 
4 Kones of greater bulk : ſo one drop of wiſdom guided 
{4 by thefear. of God, is. more worth then all humane 


learning. One ſpatkeof fpirituall, expecimentiall and 
ſaving knowledge, is worth a wholeflaine of ſecular 


but love him; and loving him,. they muſt necdes love | 
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wiſdom arid learning, One ſcruple of holinefſe, one | 
© | Sramof faith, one grain of grace, is more worththen | 
; | manypounds of nacurall parts, 
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recent of the Goſpel, whereby weare bg | 
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| Butlearning andgrace do not alwayes keep com- 
pany together. Yea, O Lord, how many are there,that 
have a depth of knowledge,yet are nor ſoul-wiſe!That 


have a Library of Divinity in there heads, and not ſo 


much as the leaſt Chatechiime in their conſciences?no 
rare thing for men to abound in ſpeculation , and be 
barren in devotion : to have full braines, and empty 
hearts; clear judgements, and defiled affeRions; Ali | 
ent tongues ; and lame hands : Yea, you ſhall here a 


flood inthe tongue, when ye cannot ſee one drop ip | 


the life, 
- Forexawple, I might inſtance in Balaawm, whom 


AAat.27-3+4+5. And Paxl, before his converſion, who 


| ( even while he was a perſecurer like theſe men) was 


eminent among the Phariſees for wit and learning,bur 
a very Iddiot among the Aſtoſtles. And laſtly the 
Prieſts, Scribes and Phariſees, who were matchleſle; 
for their wiſdom and learninz, as wanting nothing, 


yea, and they were cheifly learned in the Scripture, 
Gods Oracles, which wikmakec a man wile, or no- 
thing : and yet our Saviour (Who could not be decei- | 
ved)calles them four times in one Chapter blinae, and 
twice fools, Mat. 23.16. 17.19. 24+ 26. Becaule they 
wanted faith and holinefſe, which are the finewes and 
nerves, yea the {oul of ſaving knowledge, inliven ing, 
feeding and ſtrengthening the ſame; for in the dialect 


Alas! God regards not lip-learning,: and rongue- 
wiſdom, and brajne knowledge, except it ceaze upon 
the heart alſo, and' lead captive the affeCtions to the 


the holy Ghoſt iiles a fool, 2 Perer 2.16. And Judas 


that either nature or Art could 1arich them withall': | 


of the ſcipture a foo! is a naturall man, and a wiſe max | 
' | 2 man fancied, | | 
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| | and transformed into new menafter the image of Chriſt, 
| x Cor. 2. 12:Ephe.4- 20to 25, Col. 3. 10. except we! 
| digeſt our knowledge into praQtiſe, and imploy our 
wiidomto his glory that gave it,our neighbours goad, | - 
[ and the furthering of our own ſalvation: For with him 
wickednes is folly and the greateſt ſinner is the great- 
| tool : and he molt wite, that is molt religious, and 
that offends leaſt, Prov.1.7- 66.28.28. Pro.9.10,1 2. 
and I1. 3- Dent.q. 6. Hoſea 14. 9. James 3.13.17. 
12 Tim. 3.15. And he that is truly wile, thinks that to 
be wiſdom and folly which God thinks ſo. 
| Nether is that worth the name of knowledge 
which may be heard onely, and not ſeen. Good dit- 
courſe is but the froth of wiſdom ; the pure and ſolid | 
ſubſtance of ir, is in well framed actions. What 1aith 
rhe Scripture ? 'Keep the Commandements of God, and, 
ao them,for this is your wiſdom and underſtanding before 
God andmen, Deut. 4.6. And again, He that 1s a wiſc 
man and indued with knowledge, willſhew it by his 
converſation 1n good works, James 3.13. For, 
Rightly, aman knows no more then he practiſeth. 
It 18 faid of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 21, char he knew ns ſin,be- 
cauſe he did nofin : in which ſenſe, he knows no good, 
|thatdoth nogood. And certainly, they who wander | 
| inthe by-paths of fin and errour, declare themiſelyes 
ignorant of the right way of ſalvation, Roy..z.17. * | 
Saving knowledge of the truth works a love of the 
[truth known; it js an uniform conſent of know- 
ledge and ation, Job 28.28. He onely i wiſe, {aith So- 
lomon,that is wiſe for himſelfe,Pro.9.12.He whoſe con- 
1ciencepulleth all-he hears and reads to his heart, and 
his heart to God; who turneth his knowledgeto faith, 
his faith to feeling, and allto walk worthy of his Re- 
| deemer ; he that fibdueshis ſenluall defires and ap- | 
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| petite to the more noble faculties of rhe foul, Reaſon, 
and Underſtanding,and makes that underſtanding of 
his ſerve him, by whom ir is, and doth undarftand 5 
' | he that ſubdues his luft to his will ; ſubmuts his will to 
| xeaſon, his reaſon to faith; his faith, his reaſon, his 
| will, himſfclfc, tothe will of God, this is- practicall, 
experimentall, and ſaving knowledge, to which the 
other is but a bare name or title. For, what 1s the nc- 
tzonall ſweetneſle of honey, to the experimentall taſte 
of jt? It is one thing roknow what riches are, and 
| where they be; and another thing to be maſter cf 
| them. Itis not the knowing, bur che poſſeſſing of 
them, that makes rich. What 1aith one? No more | 
thenthe knowledge of goodnefle, maketh one to be 
named a good man z no more doth the knowledge of 
wiſdom only, cauſe any perſon properly ta be called a 
wiſe may, And certainly, that wiſdom and learning | 
is little worth, which nothing profits the owner of it, 
| cither to yertue,or aappineſſe, Theſe 1hings if ye know, | 
happic are yeif ye do them, John 13. 17,S0 that be is the 
beſt Scholer, that learnes of Chriſt obedience, humil- 
tic,&c. He the beſt Arithmetictan, that can adde grace 
to grace, He the beltlearned, that knows how to be 
laved. Yea, allthe Arts in the world ate Artlefle Arts | \ 
to this. 
{ Bur alas! Naturall men are fo far from being thus 
| learned, that not one of them doth really, and by his 
own experience know the chiete Points of Chriſtian 
Religion ; ſuch as are, Faith, Repentance, Regenera- 
tion, the Love of God, the Preſence of the Spirit, the 
Remiſſion of fins, the Efufion of Grace, the Poſleſhon 
| of heavenly Comforts ; he knows not: what the peace 
of Conſcience, and joy in the holy Ghoſt is, nor what 
the communion.of Saints means; he knows not what 
| | 123 
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[ 2 continu:l-proofe of Gods favour, inthe whole pal- 
| {age ofa mans lite, and praiſe, 8c. Pco. 24- 7. when 


| every of theſe are eafic and familiar tothe meaneſt and 
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itis to have a certain and experimentall feeling, with 


| 
| 
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calls the Phariiees j#5Z, be auſe they juſtified them- 


{ 


. [heavenly wiſdom, a practicall, experimentall and fa- 


| minde of Chrift, underſtard all things, even the deep 


| ceive, thar God eiiher ſpeaks it in a holy derifion ? as, | 


ſimpleſt belcevec. : 

' Objett. Buc the Word of God indivers places calls 
worldly men wiſe men; yea, aſcribes the greatelt wit- 
dom and knowledge to the wicked. 

Anſw . I:s true, but in what ſenſe ? Do ye not per- | 


Ger.'3- 22-is to be underſtood : Or cl{c he ſpeaks it in, 
the perſon of the wicked, calling it wiſdom, becaulc' 
worldly men deem 1: 1o : as ia another place, he calls 
preaching, the fool;ſhneſſe of preaching, becaule wic- 


ked eſteer preaching bur t.aliſhneſſe ; and as Chris? 


bl 


ſelves, Luke 15.7. Or thirdly, he means the wiſdom 
of the fleſh,” or of the world; and that is as much, as 
it head fajdin other words, fool:ſhneſſe, for the wiſ- 
dome of the world is fooliſhnes withGod,and no lefſe then 
twelve times infatuated by the wiſdom of God in one 
Chapter, 1 Cor. 2. EE i ot 

Bur to make it more plain, that no natnrall man is a | 
wiſe man, we muſt know that there is a ſpeculative 
knowledge in the brain, common to hypocrites with 
Gods children, Heb.6. 4. fnd there is a fpirituall and | 


ving knowledge in the heart, which keepes 4 man from | 
every evill way, Pro, 2.12. peculiar tothe godly alone, | 
Ephel. a. 8. and 5. 8, 7 he naturallman, laith Paul per- 
cerveth not the things of the Spirit of God, far they are | 
fooliſhneſſe nnto hims : but the ſpiritual, who have the | 

| 

| 


things of Ged, 1 Cor. 2. 14,15, 16. And again, We | 
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| of Preindice. 


| ſpeak.the wiſdom of God in a myſtery ; even the bid wiſe 


| Soule, is the lamp of the body; and Reaſ'n, of the 


| IT. 10. Like 24.45. 10hn x5.15, Rom.8.14415. - || 
Neither is ſpirituall and heavenly wiſdom the fruit}. 
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doxg,which none of the princes of this world have known, 
I Cor.2.'7, 8. Sce Theſl.5.4 5, Wience it is, that na- 
turallmen are ſaid to be zz darkreſſe,Ephe'.g.8.Matth, 
4.16.whereas the regenerate are called, Chldrer of the 


Which compariſon is very emphaticall, For as the 


Soule; and Religion, of Reaſon; and Faith cf Religi. 


f on: ſoChrifis thelicht and lite of faich. Whence i: | 
| follows, that as meer ſenſe is :ncapable cf thervles of 
reaſon: ſoreaſon is no lefſe uncapable of the things | 


which are ſupernaturall. Ard as to ſpeak. is only pro- 
per to'men : 1o to know the ſectets cf the kingdom of 


beaſts, reaſon, a meer mans ; Divine kf.owledge is 09- 
ly the Chriſtians. - | | 


if they be fpiricually diſcerned, how ſhould they dil- 
can know the ſecrets cf God, but by the reyelation of 
'God,x Cor.12.8. Matr.16.17. To know the myſteries 
and cars fanGified from-above, Deat.29. 2,354. Þfal. 
of time and ltndy, as, the naturall is. Itis not elo. 


quence, nor Logicall denlanfirecions, that.can make 
us capable of ir. We cannot attain to ſupernaturalk 


| and celefiall knowledge, by any naturall and texre- 


heaven, is onely proper to be!ecvers. Senſe 1s a meer | 


Now if it beaskt, Why 4 »atnrall man perceiveth | 
not the things of the Spirit of God? Saint Paul, inthe |- 
place before ciroted, anſwers 3 He cannot know them, | 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned,1 Cor. 2.14. For| 


cern them, that have not the Spirit? For as nv man 
can ſee the Sun, but by the light of the Sun: ſono man | * 


of the kingdom of heayen, we muſt have hearts, eyes | 


light,and of the day,1 Thefl.5:4;5- Lute I.79. ] JS 
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; | wicked ſhall have underſtanding, Dan.12.10, A ſcorner 
ſeeketh wiſdom,cf findeth it not;but knowledge ts eajfe to 
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| iriall means. Nolearning, nor experience will ferve 
toknow that great myſterie of godlineſſe, and hid wiſ+ 
| dors, ſpoken ct, 1 Cor.2-6,7,8,10,8c. to know.the r5- | 
| ches of the glory of Gods inheritance in the Saints , to 


{friends (ſpeaking t> his Apoſtles, and in themtoall 


[ giveth wiſdom and knowledge, Eccles.2.26. intimating, 


will be bettered by his underſtanding. wicked mer ne- 
| derſtard not judgement, but they that ſeek the Lord, un- 
{ derſtand all things, Prov.28. 5. and 3. 32. They which 
obſerve the Commandements, have a good underſtand- 
#ng, faith David, Pfal. 117. 10. the reſt haye an illun- 
derſtanding, anda yain; an underſtanding, like that 
of the Scribes-and Phariſees, which was enough to 
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know the love of Chrift, which paſſeth knoyledge, ec. 


rack I.17,18. and 3. 19. Becaule this wiſdom deſcen- 


acth from above, [ames 2 17. | 

2. Secondly,As none can attain to this precious grace 
of. faving knowledge, except it be given them from a- 
bove - ſoitisa jewell of ſuch worth, that God gives it 
' to none but his children the godly, and ſuch as he 
knows will improve their knowledge:to his glory. The 


knowerh not his maſters will, but I have called you 


'thatare converted) for all things that F have heard of my 
| Father, have 1 made known unto you, John 15.15. Sure- 
ly, faith Solomon, toa man that ts good in hes fight, God 
| that he doth nor ſo to the evill man. Tis wiſe, that is, | 
the godly, faith Daniel, ſhall underſtand,but none of the 


hins that will =nderſtand, Pro.14.6. thatis, to himthar 


condemne them, but not to ſfaye them, 


ſervant (faith Chrii#, meaning the ungodly man) | 


, v - _ 
Thus as vo mar car ſee God,and live:lo no man can | 
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- Father 


ſe Chriff, who is God, fitting at the right hand of his | 
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, Of Preiudice. 


into new veſſels, Math. 9. 17. Chrift is faid to have 
exponnded: all things to his Diſciples apart. to ſhew, 
that if we will have Chri# to teach us, we muſt go a- 
part fromthe world." 1f any will de Gods will, fac our- 
Saviour, he ſhall know 7 Dottrine , whether it be of: 
God, or ns, Tohr:7, 17. So th:2tno man <ati learn this 
dodrine, bothe that dothit : as no iam eould learn 
the Virgins ſong, bur they that ſang it, Revel 14. 3. 

Yea, if the fear of the Lord, as Solomon ſpeaks, the 


beginning of wiſdom, how ſhould they have: wiſdom, 
that hays not the fear of the Lord ? AK uniregentane ſin- } 
ners are enemies to God, {ſervants to Safantz how Wwe 
men, donottell our ſecrers to enemies; neither willan 


Artificer teach another mans ſeryants kis trade: butthe 


righteous are Chrifts friends, and brethren, and filers, 
and father,and mother, between whom theres akinde 
of familiarity, fo that he makes them of his \coundell; 


His ſecrets, faith $ olomon, are with the righteous; Pro, 


3-32. Apd again, Pfal. 25. 14. The ſooner of the 


Lord are revealed to them that fear hint, andbay Cove 


| navt is fo: give them nnderſtanding. 


Sce.this in Abrahams example, Shall F bite from 
' Abraham that thing which 1 46? faithGod, Gen.r8. 
17. As if this were an offence in God, rf-he ſhould tell 
the heeous no more then he tells the wicked. 
| Befides, What ſhould he dowith a ralentytharwill 
not improve i it? And lets wicked marwknow never fo 
much, he isreſolyed to be neyerthe better man And; 
they thatare unwilling to obey, God thinks coworthy 
to know : Which is but equity. © 
Indeed,” if they will par off concerntny rinn/ farmer? 


; Fo erſarion the Md man , with his corryptions and | 


deeiveable | 
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{| Father in heaven, 1o long as he lives a meer noturall 
man, 1 Cor-'2: T4. God will not powre rvew wine, but | 


— 4 


— —— _— 


__ 


—— mt pm ——c Lt. EI IC IE oy 


20 nf. Vorae? 
Oe rant 


BY 
Þ*; <) 


l PEMEYS T3 hg. Y 6. — <> x Ahbrwt abr alt ts © gia Bac. ws ona, -* Voog #**Clnk OC 
IX © ww © . Cre; "0 i : wy ” RE. LEE N « , ; v- 
p: ? ? ; , Y p W: x 4. ” 1 mutt Via or inte AS. I one <4 4-2 
* 
. 1 * 
4 * 


EI IY i. Meth 


Ephe. 4. 20. to 25. Col,z.10. 2 Cor.5. 17.1 Tohn. 4.7, 
Then they ſhall ſee what the good and acceptable, and 
perfett will of Godis, as' Saint Pax, and our Saviour 
| Chriſt ſhewes, Rom. 12. 2: Matth. 5.8.For God inthe' 
perſon of wiſdom: hath madea generall promiſe to all 
that will ſerve him, Pro, 1. 1f thox wilt turn, faith God, 
at my correttion, 1 will power out my heart unto thee; 
and make thee underſtand my words, Verſe 23, But elſe, 
| they ſhall blindly goon in perlecuting Chriſt and his 


—_—_ 


thinke alſo that they do God good ſervice, Iohr 16. 2, 


faith the Apoltie, ſo God ſhall give them over to vile af- 
\feftions, and to a reprobate minde, Rom. 1.28. And 


might be ſaved; therefore God ſhall ſend them ſtrong de- 
lufiens,that they might beleee lies: that all they might 
be dammedgwhich beleeve not the truth,but had leaſbrs 
in unrighteonſueſſe, 2 T hel. 2. 10. 11412. ' * 


—_ 


|. Queſt. #hat inftrucion from the premiſſes ? 


godly, and to informe all. | 
of divine and ſupernaturall knowledge, that they are 


| wretch hereafter dare to ſpcak evill of the things,aQti- 
-| onsand perſons, which are our of tne reach of his capa- 


'geceivenble buſts, and be changed; by the renewing of 
there mindesy and by putting on the new.man,which af-| ' 
ter God, is' created in righteenſneſſe and true holmeſſe,| 


membery, .perha ps to the killing of his prophets, and | 


|  Anſ. As itoughtto fiop all wicked mens mouthes; | 
fo it may both ſerve for arrett:on and comfort to the] 


blinde touching ſpirituall things : let not. any carnall 


3- For as they like not toretain God in their knowledge, | 


becauſe they will not teceaue the truth in love,that they | 


And is itnot juſt with God,to lay,thcy would none | 
of Chriſt;let them weicome Sathan and Antichriſt 2 '}: 


- * a 


= Firſt; If itbe ſo, tharall naturallmen are uncapable g 


| firy, but filently ſuſpend his judgement, untill he is bete, 
} * at OW Ps | TO ., 
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| c& informed; ' For as itpertaineth not to the rufticketo 


Judge of ſpirituall things. And in matters of cenſure, 


| know not him, Hee which is /pirituell, diſcern:th all 


> 


Pro, 14 13. Pf: | 


Children'be diſcouraged, maugre ali flander and oppoti- 


2. Ler th6ſetharhave uſed to /prake evillof the way' 

of truth, learne to kicke no more againſt thepricks, lett | 
they bring the ſame cutle upon themſc Ives, that thoſe |' 
| did, which brought up an evillreport of the holy Land, || 
viz, that, As they never entred 1nto the terreſtrial] {a | 
»aax : $0 thele never enter into the Celeſtiall, Yea, put |- 
caſe they ſhall thinks co doe rod good fervice in it :. for [ 
thire #cA way, faich Salomon, that ſeemeth right to- a|. 
mar, but the iſſues thereof are the wayes of death, | 
2 Wall who Ceride and perſecute the godly, are igno- | 
r4nt perſons, as bath beene proved ;- then let not Gods; . 
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tion; nor thinke the wotſe of themſelves, if fuchtes |. 
proach” them never io. . The Corinthians exceedingly | 
thehted Parl, he was this, and he was that 5 Bur what | 
faith Panl? . ith me it isa very [mallthingy that 1 3 
| bonld be' judged of you, 1 Cor, 43,4, Alafle? thebeſt| 
of them ſaw no more than St, Paz! gourhde ;, the grace | 
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Judge ef Letters: ſo ic belongeth not to naturaM men to] 


nothing þut a certaine knowledge thould make us give a | 
| certaine Judgement 7.and 10 the meane tne, confefle,; | 
that Joſeph may know his brechrety, alchough rhey | 


things ;yet hehimielte s Indged of no max, 1 Cor,2.,24. | 
that rs, of no naturallman.. . if: 


| men are fitto-judge of colours.  Weknow little Chil... 


of his heart, the raptures of his ſoule, the rayiſhing de- | 
hghts ofthe inwird ann, andehe like ſpirituallprivites-f: 
ges, more glorious than the ſtates of, Kingdomes, were. 
co theſe ſentualiſts as a:covered meſle....; And mdecdy na- 4 
curall men are as fit to judge'of ſpititualtlmarcers, as blind}: 
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dren will ofcen laugh at wiſe men, when they are about 
{{crious/and neceſſary affaires and bufinefle ; which not- 
withſtanding 1s not an argument of the unworthineſle 
of the my they laugh ar, but of thefolly of chem 


cauſe his Wine pleaſeth nota ſicke mans palat ; when 
thoſe thatare in health commendit, and himſelfe knowes 
{ it to be good ? Much lefle cauſe have we to be diſcoura- 
| ged, having more certainety to rely upon, Our enemies 
| have- Senſe, Reaſon, and Experience totonfirme their 
judgments; but wee have them, with an advantage of 
three infallible witneſſes, Gods Word, and Spirit, and 
Faich, Wherefore henceforward let us take our Savi- 
eurs Counſell, and ſeeke to juitifie our judgements to the 
chiliren of Wiſdome, of whom ſhe 1s juſtified ; and not 
to fooles, by whom ſhe is daily crucified, Neither let 
ahy thinke :he better of ſuch whom they extoll, for the 
bliadeeate many a flye, 

| 4. This ſhewesg that they /#ſpe# much, becaule they 
Iknow little, as Children in the darke ſuppoſe they lee, 
what they ſec not, They —_—_— like the Owle,ot 


Co. 


eyes. They areblinde, yetthe mulery is, they ſce not 
that tbey are blinde ; E | therefore believing that they 
ſee, they aceuſe others of ſchiſme, when indeed them=» 
ſelvesare only guilty of prejudicezas a blind man running 


ſhunne him-: They are like Harpaſt, ablinde woman in 
Seneca*s family, who would notbe perſwaded that thee 
was blinde ; bur found fault wich the Houſe wherein ſhe 


{was, as being over darke: 


{{econd birth, ir-gives us to underttand that the regenerate! 
(for the molt part) ſlcepe nigh halfe their time 


_TACE, 


againſt one that ſcerh, calls him blinde that did not | 


| 
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{which laugh. Will che Merchant bediſcouraged, be-j 


——_—— 


the glory of the Sunne, 'when the fault is in their owne | 


5. If nonearetruely wiſe, but ſuch as have paſt the | 


In zgy0- | 


| 


'Y 
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| Wiſedome conmmeth downe from wage 
| and that wee cannot have, except God vouchlafe %_ 


| Tacker, Heavenly nocions grow Be 


men in. yeares, have more relpeCt rothe ith and gel 
ty of the matter, than tothe phraſe; and tothe} 


> Prejudice, " 


Fance, "i the wicked are never awake, 


a rs A 


give it us; It may tcach ustobce _—_ 10b 43.6.4 
And ot like the Ape, that 1s proud of his Maſters 


we ſpin them | 
not gut of ctir owne brefts : And thenifhh for if they be 
given, let us not forget the giver. 

6. If all naturall men, arc like b/izd Shmnyſon with- | 
out his guide, not able without che Holy Guoſtsdire-f 
Gtien to bnde out the pillars of the houſe, the principles 
of faith, ler us not wonder that they ſwarve fo much 
from the godly, i in their judgements and practice, Is it 
any ſtrange thing, toſcea blitideman flumble and fall ? 
Yea, let us condole all their ditafters; and drop ſome 
teares, *in piry and compaſſion for their great and grie- 
vous miſery. | 
7. And laſtly, If with God 6ne ſparke of ſpiritual! 
experimentall and faving knowledge be of mpre worth 
chan all ſecular Wiſdorne, and Learning ; then Rrive wef 
for that Knowledge which Will make the knawer bleſſed. | 
Let us fo be learned ; thar we may be ſaved, Letusnot in 
our hearing, and readin g, and comterinication, doe as lit | 
tle children, that Iooke only Pont the Babye$iffa booke, | 
without regard to the matter therein bean bur like 


our ſoules, than tle pleaſing of our lenſes, Ando 
of the ſecond cauſe, 


Caek What & the third cauſe, why | 
men hate and erfecute the Religions ? .— . 
_— heir Uk ie ga IE: 4 
ugſt. How aoth thet appeare f .. © 
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| | ave againſt thedecrees of Cafar,, © c. And laftly, | 
ſbut 1 75#.1, you ſhall heare Saint PayFmoſt ng 
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, efofw, 1 will demonſtrate it beyond denyall. 


. hy doe the Heathen rage, faith David, aud the peo- 
le murmure, the Kings of the Earth band themſelves, 


| and againſt bs eAnnointed, [ayin 'g, Let 6 breakg their 


th 


wayesS, there W no God, God ts not inall their thoughts, 
Pſalm, 10.4, And againe, They breake in peeces thy 
people, O Lord, and afflift thine heritage, &c, the rea- 


the God of Tacob regard it, Pſalm.94.5,6,7. And 
| what faith our Saviour to the Tewes, Yee ſeeke to bill me, 
 becan[e my Wort hath noflace in you, Tohn 8. 37. that 
1s, they beleeved not what he ſpake, or the Scriptares 
which teſtified of him, 

If .yee will ſee it in Examples, looke 2 King. 18. 35: 
Dan. 3 i5. Exed. 5.2. 

| Orif tyche New Teſtament, ſee As x7. where the 


ſachas did not belceve, Pax/,when in the Synagogue he 
[diſpured with them, by the Scriptures, opening and al 
\leaging that Chriſt muſt have ſuffered, riſen againe, &c- 
for faith the Text, So many of the ewes as beleeved.and 
of the Grecians and chiefe women as feared God, joyned 
themſelvet ts company with Paul and Silas. But thoſe 
that belceved not, mogted with envic, tocke nnto them 
Ccertaine Vagabondr, and wicked fellowes, with the mul- 
Btitaide, and made a tnmult in the Citic, and aſſaulted the 
houſe of f aſon, drawing out him, and as many of the bre- 
thren «s they could ful aud brought then before the peo- 
pley and" the heads of the City, crying ; Theſe are they 
which have ſubverted the State of the world, and —_ 
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| 4d the Rulers take connſell together, again} the Lora, | 
bands, &c, Pſalm. 2,1, to 4. bur this they thinke all 


{on followes, they ſay the Lord ſhall not (ce, neither Gall | 


, Holy Ghoſt makes a decition betweene fuch as did, and | 


by. A 4 —_— 
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| cordingly, . | 


| ſhall teſfie before God, thac they neither beleeve the Old 


| Teftanient nor the New. 


[preiume upon an Apprale to their owneblinded confi | 


| Had yee beleeved Moles, yee would have beleeved Mme for | | 
\ | he wrote of mee: but if yee beleeve not his wrightings, | 


Io Was © 
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oully confelling, I Was a blaſphemer, a perſecater,and an | 
oppoſer of (briſt; and his members ; but 1 did it ignorant- | 
ly, through unbeliefe, v. 1.3. Nie 
Now they'which thinke,all-whatſoever is written in | 
Scripture of God, of Chrif, and of His Kingdome'of | 
Grace here, and glory hereafcer, to bee buta fable: ' as |! 
tha” impious Pope'did, who was not aſhamed blaſphe-: 
mouſly to boaſt what he had gained by Fabwla de Chr. 
ſto : Andall AMatchivilla Arheitts, who think Reli- 
gion to bee but a Politicke device, to keepe men in awe, 
"oe, whoſe number is greater than 1s ſuppoſed, Thee, 1 
ſay, muſt needes thinke them madde and fooliſh, who 
loſe thereby either profic, or pleaſure, and ule them ace 


ba. com —y 


True, this might ſeeme an abſurd poſition, if Iſhould 


ences ; for they thinke, they beleeve in God, and the 
Scriptures, as well as the preciſeſt : and ſo didthoſc | 
Fewes, Iehn 5. which perſecuted 7e/ws, and ſought to 
{ly him, think they beleeved Loſes writings; but it is 
plaine, they did not, by C hriſt”s an{wec to them, who | 
| knew their hearts better than themſelves : his words are, 


how ſhould yee belecue my words ? verſe 46 47, And} 
againe, Nee have not my Fathers wird abiding in you, | 
for whom he hath lent; him yee belceve nor, Ver,q 8.39.1 
So bring theſe, that perſecute any of Gods Children for 
well doing, to thetryall, and their vwne confcienc.s 


| - For did' they beleeve that the godly are unto God as 

the Signet upon his right hand, fer. 22.24. Zach,2-24. | 
Yea, 4s the Apple of bis owne eye, Zach, 2, 8. and chat 

| H23 _____ whatſo- 
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whatſoever wrongs and-contumelies are done to bis 
| Children,he accounts 45 done to himſelfe, P[alme 44.22, 
| and 69, Ts and 74 4,19, rs, 22, 23.and 83 22, 3» Ge 
and $9,50,51. and139, 20. Prov. I9. 3. Rom. 1. 
20. and 9. 20. Math, 10.22, and25. 45. Luk 2T. 
'I7- I Sam. 17.45. Eſay 37.4. 22,23, 28.and 45. 
9.and 54,17. e4&:s 5.39. and g. 4, 5 106 9-4. 
1Thefſ.4.8. Jobs 15.18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25. Nam- 
bers 16. IT» 1 Samuel 8.7, They durlt not hate, 
r vw ile, flander, deride,nicke-name and perſecute them, as 
they doe. 
| More particularly, did they really and indeed beleeve 
God, when. he faith in his Word, that whoſcever ball 
| offend one of thoſe little ones, that beleeve in him, it were 
better for him, rather that a Iilftoue were hung abont 
is necke, and that hee were caft imothe Sea, Mark, 9. | 
42. Thathe will deſtroy t bem for ever, and roore them 
ot of the Land of the living, whoſe tongues imagine mi/- 
chiefe, and are like a ſharpe Razor, that cutteth deceit ful- 
ly, loving $0 ſpeaks evill, moye than good, Pſalm, 5 2.2. 
to 5. That hee will confound [ach as perſecute bis | - 
{bildren, and deflroy them with a double deftrutfion, ler. | 
17.18. Yea, thathe will rexder unto there enemies ſea- 
ves fold imo their boſome, their reproach, wherewith | 
they have reproached the Lord, Pſalm, 79,12. In fine, 
| that he will ray»e «pon them ſnares of fire,and brimſtone, 
with ftormes, and temp:5ts , Pſalme 11.6, and after all, 
caſt them into a furnace of fire, where ſhall bee wayling | 
and gnaſtung of teeth, for evermore : when the juſt, 
! whom they now deſpiſe, fall ſhine as the' Surhe in the 
Kingdome of their Father : They durſt not doe as they 
* |doerto thegodly, Yea, if they did beleeve but that one | 
lace, 2 King.2.2 4. Wheie God cauſed two and fortie 
ittic Children tobe devoſifed of wild Beares, onely for | 
| nick. 
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nick-nawing Eliſva,they durit not nick-name the religi= 
ous as they doe... - WNT) 

But, alafſe! they are ſo farre from beleeving what 
God threarens in His Word, againſt thele finnes; that | '- 
they bleſſe themſelves in their hearts, ſaying, wee hah | 
have peace," we (hall ipeed as well as thobett, although | 
wee walke according to tbe ftnbbormeſſe of our owne 
wills ; ſo adding drunkewneſſe to thirſt, *Demt, 29. 19, 
Yea,they preferre their condition before other mens, who 
are ſo abſtemious, and make Conſcience of their wayes ; 
even thinking, that cheir God deceiveth them with 
needlefle feares and ſcruples, as oncegRaebſhakeb would 
have per{waded the 7ewes, touching their-crult and con-| 
fidence, 2 King. 18. 22, 25, 30, 32,3335. 

] Yea, how ri poſſible, that any wicked man ſhould | 
beleeve what is written of Godin the Scripture, eſpeci- 
ally couching his juſbice, and ſeverity in pumiſhing ſinne, 
with eternall deitruction of body and foule? Fordid | 
chey really and indeed beleeve God, when hefaith, thar 
his curſe ſhall never depart (rom the honſe of the ſwea-' 
[rer, Zac. They durſt not ſweare; yea and torſweare as | 
[rhey doe; much lefle durſt they take a-pride in oathing 
of 1c, reſembling Ba/o the baud in Plaurus, who was 

not a{hamed, but even proud of Carting. Yea, which | 
is worſe, repraye a {wearer, and he will tweare the mare 
co ſpite you : Which were not poſliv]e, if believing | 
God, they did not, what in them lyes, give themſelves | 
overto the Dev1ll. 0 Ob” 

Againe, did they believe, that neither fornicators, 
or Jdolaters, nor adulterers, nor thieves, nor murthe= 
Irers nor drunkards, nor ſwearers, nor rdylours, nor by- 
ers, nor covetons perſons, non extortioners, nor wales 
| vers” nor no wnrightcous men ſhall inherit the Kingdome 
of Heaven ; bat full have their part in that lake which 
SR 2 - burg- 
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Hy power $0; kill.the. booy +: They would thinke it a 


C righteouſnefſe doe exceed the ri ghreouſneſſe of the.Scribes | 


1 dome: of. Heaven, Aſatth, 5.20. And that without bols- 

waſſe no man ſhall ſeethe Lord, Heb, 12 14. with many 
| the like, 1t were impoſſible they (ſhould live as they doe. 
! Yeaz if they didin good earncit beleeve, that there 1s ei- 


Hmmm Fe Meth _—” PR "© io. RT 


4 that hath power te: caſt both body and ſoule into bell, 


|.: - Bur; alaſſe } "f vikhle powers were, yot.,more fea- 


|ihate: Hell, : (naturall men: being like. begits,;qþfr are 
{more ſenſible.-of. the flaſthi,of Powder, than of the: 
4 Bullet) the: Warld would beeiover-runge with out- 
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{ care of amendment. Did they beleeve, that except their 


and Phariſees, they ſhall inno caſt enter into the king- 


ther God, or:Devill, Heaven, or Hell, or that they have 
immortal oulegy which (hall everlaſtingly liven bliſle, 
or:woe, and.recezve according to that they have done in 
their boats, whether it bee good, orevill, FCor. 5.10 
they could notbut live thereafter, and make it their prin- 


Cipal care, how to be ſaved. 

+» But, -alaſle !; they beleeve what they ſee, and feele, 
and know; they beleeve the Lawes ot, the Land, that 
there are places and: kindes -of puniſhment hete be- 
low, and that they have bodyes to ſaffer temporall 
| ſmart, if they-tranſsreſle ; and this makes them ab-: 
{laine from -murther; felony, and 'the-like ; but they 
| beleeve nat things invifible, and'to come ; for if they 
d1d,: they would as'well, yea, mnch more, fear- him 
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as. they” doe, the temporall Magittrate, that hath one-= 


| very hard bargaine, to win the whole world, and loſe there 
-omne ſonles, Lok 9; 25. WS OE BT 6 OY 
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1 barneth withfire and brimflexe,which TT the ſecond death, 
{1 Cor.6. 9,10. Revel.21 $, they durſt not continue in 
«he practice of theſe finnes, withoutfeare, or remorle, or: 


b) 


rage; 
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e 
| meane, betweene Devills and Chrittians ;..fo living} 
like beaſts, becaute they thinke they ſhall dye likebeaſts, 


_— 


| thed, according 
to that in the Þ/2/mes, The wicked t inketh there is 
”o G O D, and the reaſon followes, his wayes al- 
| way proſper, . Pſalme 10. 4,5: | yet none,' as Plato! 
{| ſpeakes, are fo confirm:d in Acheiſme, but ſomegreat | 
| danger will make them flye to the ayde of a Divine 
| power, Extremity of diſtrefſe will ſend the propha- 
| neſt to God; as the drowning man, Rtretchech out his 
\ hand to that bough, which hee contemned whiles hee | 
[ood ſafe on {hore' : . Even Sardanapalus, who for 
all his bould denying of God , at. eyery. hearing, of 
thunder was wontto hide his bead in a hole, +. , x: | 
Yea,in their greatelt jollity,even the molt ſecure heart 
{in the world hath ſome flalbes of feare,thar ſeaze on them | 
like an Arreſt of Treaſon; for conſcience cannot but ſam- 
times look:our of it ſelfe, and ſee what it would not,  _ 
Atlealt,, on their death beds they wonld giveall che f 
world to bee ſure what the Scripttre ſpeakes of Hell 
| were not true ; though all their life they ſuppoſed it but ] 
; a fable. How ott doe thole ruftans,that deny God at the 
'|Tap-houle, preach him, at the Gallowes, and confeſle 
that in ſobriety of ſpirit, which they oppugned in wan- 
tonneſle. And not ſeldome are the mott lethargized con- 
ſciences ſo awakened ere they go to hell,that, Spira-like, | 
they depart de/alate 8:d;/perate in & into helliſp horrors, 
| lh 4 B.. Proſpe- 
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Irbe Valleys, as well as 0»: the hills. Alexander found hee 


tudye 
f ys ; and confefle, that what they once vainely imagt- 


Es. 


| 


| was:fully reſolved with a vengance. And fo fhall you, 6 


| who when (ranſacking and rifling a Bottom ) he was | 


| But Nabwuchadnezar found there was a God, Pharaoh 
|lefr- fooliſh, ; 
| Ar leaft, in hell they ſhall know there is a righteous 


; 
| wade doubt of, Whether there bee a God, a Devill, and 


The { wre | 


Proſperity doth ſotympanize mens ſoules, and en- 
tranſe them trom themſelyes, that they forger they hada 
Maker. Yo is God ? faith Pharaoh. There is no God, 
faith Nabwchadnrezar. What God can deliver out of 
my hand ? ſaith Rabſbakeh. 7 ans God, ſayes Alexander. 


found what that God was, Rabſoakeb found, to his 
coft, that there was an Almighty God, able to deliver tn 


was not as he ſuppoſed, and confeſt that he knew bimse 
ſelfe mortall by two thimgs, viz. Sleepe and Luſt, And | 
fo it fhall fare with theſe in the end, They that would | 
ffaltizare is cxdpa, ſhall be forced ſapere in pena. Ven- 
= ſhall make them wiſe, whom finne hath made, and 


, that will reward every man according to his | 


ned, was but _ There may be Atheiſts on earch, 


werearenonein | | 
A Pope of Rgme being on his death bed, ſaid, Now 
' comes three things to tryall, which all my life I bave 


| whether the ſoule be immortall : it was not long ere he 


ye fooles; when that houre comes , though yeflatter 
your ſelves for the" preſent, like that deſperate Pirate, 


. | cold by the Maſter, that thoughno Law could touch him 


E.: Gt, 7 will take thee, andthy Veſſel[too, Nothing more 


| ted, as that of divorce : ſome changed, as that of 
t Een cumCi- 


for the prefent, hee ſhould anſwer it at the day of judge- 
ment ; replyed, Nay, f 7may ſtay fo long ere} come to 


certaine than death, Amongft Lawes, ſome gre ant1qua- 
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Circamcifion : ſore dilpenſed withall, as that of. the 
Sabboth (in caſes of neceſſitie, £Aarth 13.1.to 14,) 
but this /atnizm eff, thar all ſhall dye, and come to 
judgement, it is. neither antiquated, nor chapged, nor! 
| difpenſed withall, © * | 1” Or 
And as nothing is more certaine than death ; ſo no-| 
| thing more uncertaine than the houre thereof : thy pulke 
may leave beating, before thou canit fetch thy breath. 

W herefore thinke not, as Lo!'s Sons-in-Law, that 
we ſpeak injeſt, leaſt you feele the fire and wrath of God 
incarneſt, | : 

2. Secondly, nor at any time doe they altogether 
thinke there.1s no God, &c. ' For as the belt faith 1s but 
like the twilight, mixed with ſome degree of darkneſle 
and infidelity : ſo the moft grounded Acheifme, is mixed. 
-with ſome depree, either of beliefe or doubting. What 
| ſaith David, The foole hath ſaid in his heart there ss no 

God: mhis heart be bath ſaid it, but in his heart he ne- 
yer beleeved it :: No fgole ever thought it percmptorily ; 
hee would faine have fo, he cannorbeleeve it ſo: its 
an opinion which he ſuggeits to his heart, not which his 
hearc ſuggeſts to him: and this makes him fearefull to 
dye, and to dye fearefully. = en 
T #lly ſpeaking of etrodorns, an Atheiſt in his time, 

faith, Nec quemquam vids, qui magis ta timeret, que ti- | * 
wmenda eſſe negaret. They that make a'flout of belt-4p- 
firneant mnhi c tibi, non ſibs ; nofin, nou interdin ; their 
mouthes tell us ſo, their hearts doe not tell cheif mouths 
{ſo, No hell, I dare ſay, if there werea generall col- 
le&tion made throughout the whole world, that there 
might bee no Iudgement day, theſe men would bee 
none of the backewardeſt. Yea, if they had as many 
Provinces, as eAbaſuerns had, they would give an hun- 
dred and ſix and twenty ob them'to be fure-of it,” The [ 
| con- 
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conſciences eyen of wicked men can never bee4{s char- 
med, or over ruled, (either by arguments, or the tem 


[ God-head. We are all borne Idolaters, and choole ra- 
ther to adore the Sunne, the Moone, yea themeaneſt 
| of all creatures, rather than not acknowledge a Deity, 
You may ſooner get a Conſcience to belicye all the 


[that this univerſall frame is without a minde, | 
> 


---.=-- Prima eff hec ultio, quod, [c 


Pudice, nemo nocens abſolVitura-—-e-- 


o that to ſay truely, they dog not, and yet they doe 
believe there is a God, anda Hell: for when they ad- 
mit Conſcience into their - counſell, they doe be- 
lieve. : but becauſe they would rather not beleeve it, 
[they ſtifle Copſcience, ſtop their owneeares, and flat- 
ter their, hearts with the contrary opinion : Like asit 
fared with the Philiſtims of Afoded, 1 Sam. 6. who 
Iwhen they had flood out that fore judgement ſeven 


” 
| 


and the whole Countrey, a very great deſtruction, and 
perceived, that all which were guilty of keeping and 
| [onely th:y; at laſt could bring forth this concluſion, 

| Peradventure its GOD'S hand that ſmotem, yet; 
it may bee, it is but a chance that hath hapued wnto 


Hig Wherein it is evident, they did halfe beleeve, and 
no more ; Their Conſcieaces told their hearrs there 
was a powerfull G o Þ, to revenge theprophaning of 


CO rn CO ee CO —S 
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} ſent thereunto : and ſo fares it with theſe, when they 


| cations of Sathan, . that they can let goe the ſenſe of a | 
| 


| fables4 the Popiſe legend, or T wrkiſh eAlcaroy, than | 


|Prophaning the Arke, ſuffered 1n the judgement, and | 


| 


moneths, and brought upon their god D 4 G O N,| 


i 


wrong and perſecute his Children, Or they may bee 
; | like- 
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| did in part beleeve Go D, when hee told them, ' 
| they reſerved of the Manna untill morning, it ſpowld 

| ftinke ;, and that if they went to gather it on the Sab- 

both, they ſhould finde none, who would have thought; 
( it foule {corne, if one ſhonld have told them, . they be-' 
leeved no ſuch thing :; for all they had ſcene ſo ma- 
ny Miracles, yet tis apparent, they did but halfe be- 
| leeve him : tor what elſe made them try whether hee ] 
ſpake true or no, after they were flatly forbidden 2 


X bo 7 


confideving the Oracles that CHRIST ſpake, and 
the Miracles which hee wrought, were forced to te- 
.) ſtike both theſe of him ( for all they hated him ) ne- 
ver man ſpake 4s this man doth; and Wee never 
ſaw it'on this faſvion : yet thu have ee ſtene_ and 


They faw , they heard, they wondered, they were 
convinced, yet they beleeved net : therefore their 
owne eyes, i ſecing ; their owne eares, in heare- 
ing; their owne hearts, in wondring ; their owne. 
convicted reaſons ſhall but witneſle againlt their unbe-" 
liefe, /oh.16 9. | 


” 


che very Devills themſelves : there is no Hell, is 
Demonun hoc afſeret * What Devill will & af-- 
firme 2 They know it, and feele it, hy (ſay the Le-' 
gion to (hriſt) art thou come to torment. us, before 
the time, Matthew $.29,.. And ſhall not men trem- 


| fome. 


Laſtly, they are like the unbelievins 7ewes, who | 
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| likened to thoſe untoward -Z/raclites, Exod. 16." Who| 


WF, 


beleeve nor, faith Our SAVIOV R, Þhn6.36| 


And indecd, if they did not in ſome part beleeve |. 
a Tudgement to come, they ſhould bee worſe than} 


_ 


| ble to deny, what the Devils confeſſe ? ayes Chryſo+4\ 
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| _ [them thattheythinkerto have part in that merit, which 


Wherefore beleeve it per ly, © yeefoolesand 
{madde men ; yea believe 1t, and avoydat, and by belie- | 
ving to purpoſe, ye ſhallayoydit > otherwiſe, if ye will 
| give more credit to your deceitfull hearts, than to what] 
the Word ſpeakes, as Eve beleeyed the word of the Ser-} 
pent, Adam the word of Eve, both, before the Word of | 
{Go Þ; God will leaveyouto bee confuted by fire and | 
- [brimiſtone if you will notbeleeye what is written, you | 
ſhall teele what is written. ; 
 O6jef&. But here 1t will be obje&ed, That the wick- | 
edelt man that lives, pre/#mes upon Go Þ s mercy in| 
Chrift, and thinkes he (hall be ſaved, as well as the thiefe | 
upon the Crefle ; yea, hee will prove by Scripture, char 
at what time ſoever he repents his ſinnes ſhall be pardoned, 
Exzek, 18. 21, 22. Yea, there is ſcarce aman on earth, | 
bur he thinkes to goe to Heaven. | ; oP 
'. 4»ſw,. True, the fleſh propheſies proſperity to ſinne ; 
yea life, and ſalvation, as the Pope promuled the Powder 
Traytors; and to this the Devill ſets his feale : where- | 
upon whil: proſperity laſteth, they can tmrxe the grace of 
| God into wantonneſſe, and even apply Chrif's Paſſion, 
as a warrant for their licenciouſneflc ; and take his dearh, 
a$alicencetofin ; his Croſle, as a Letters Pattent to do | 
miſchiefe, _ | | 
Yea, the Devill and ſinne ſo 1nfatuates and beſors 


1n every part they have ſoabuled ; to bee purged by that | 
| [bloud, which now they take all occalions tedilyrace; to 
be ſaved by the fame wonnds, w<t they {weareby, and fo | 
{often tweare away , to have (hriſt an Advocate forthem 
{un thegext life, when they are Advocates againlt { bri#* 
jan this ;+and chat Heaven will meere themar their lattf 
houre, whenall their life lang they have galloped in the | 
beaten road coward hell, SR 
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of * 
| The Devill makes largepromilſes, and perſwades hus, } 
echi&y ſhall have what they deſire ; PEOM ſappoint: 
them of cheir hopes, as he did our firlt Parents ; Dighe- 
lus mentiqgr, ut fallet ; witan pollicetar, ut perimpat, 
faith Saint Cyprian, S.. | 

Burt all one; their carnall hearts ſhall bee flint unto 
God, wax to the Devill, whoblowes chis preſumption 
into them ; whereby they belieye the promules, lecgoe 
the threatnings : you ſhall dye, ſaith God, is heard, bug 
108 ſpall nor dye, faith the Devil, is believed, as it fared 
with Eve, when ſhe eate the fÞrbidden fruit. Yea, they | 
| believethepromiſes, thar they (hall have them ; bur they 
beleeve not the precept 


"_F 


s, to doe them ; nor the threat-. 
nings, that they thall luffer them, for their not beleeving 
and diſobedience ; - which ſhewes, that they truely bee 
leeveneither, Yea, this maltes it plaine, that either they 
belecve there is no God at all,or elfe that God is not juſt, 
and'true, nor ſpeakes as he meanes in his words ; which, 
is worle ; or it. they doe beleeve thar he is jult and true 
God, they belecve alſo that they ſhall be puniſhed (as he 


voke him, that they may be puniſhed z which is worlt of 
all. So that take them inthe beſt ſenſe, they are bur like 
David's foole, which ſaith in his heart there #5 no God, 
and lives thereafter : which is never a whit ſtrange, for 
it is ufuall with them to think there is no God, for whom 
it would make thatthere were none ; What we would 
have to be, we are apt to beleeye. | 
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| liefe in this aaſe : they that bee moſt dangeroully ſicke,are | 
leaſt ſenſible of their owane licknefle : much mcre hard 
to make them. confeſſe it.; for he whole heart ſpeakes 
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{ threatens) for their provoking of him; and theypro- | 
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I confeſſe,it is hard for men to beleeve their owneun= | 


ſehereioa will confefle with his tongue, that hebeleeves | 


there isa God, and that he is juſt, and erue, and that every | \ | ; 
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rirtle of his*'Wordis equally true : which bein Frant- 
| ed; this muſtnecefſarily tollow, that God willag' well 


another fic chey' are apt enoriyh; yet tod forEarq to be- 
leeve. | | 1d as Sb 

| 'Foritis Satans method, firſt'to make men ſo ſenfelefle, 
as not to feele their finnes at all ; and then ſo deſperate, 


as if :there were no hell : in the laſt they dyeas if there 


God is fo mercifill; that they may live how they litt ; 
| of { juſt, that hee will not paruon them'upon ther re- 


guilty, or not guilcy, He that beleeves the promiles of 


.nings, and thereupon feares God, and makes conſcience | 


| Epheſians 2.1. 1f thou art of a reprobate judgement 
touching actions, arid perſons, elteeming good evil, and 
| thou preferreſt Hell to Heaven, an blameſt chote that 
| doe otherwiſe : it, /&Wae-lixc, thou mockett ; or, 
; (ham-like, thou fcofelt ar the religious, oruleſt bitter 
PO aguinit them, P/alme I, 1. Epbeſ. 5.4. If thou 
-rayſeſt ſanders of them, or turthereſt chem'being raiſed, 


ptniſh tlie diſobetlient, a$revward the obedient} which'in | 


j that they feele them roo much : in thefirſt fit men live]. 


were no Heaven ; for wicked men are alcogether in ex- | 
{tremes : at firſt they make queſtion wherthet this, or| 
that be aſhane # at laſkthey apprehend ic ſuth'a finne; that 
[they make queltton whether iccan be torgiven :' either] 


ſ But to prevent after claps, ler this point be argued in |. 
the Court of thy Conſcience : fay, whether- thou art | 


Gol, tobe true, beleeves allo the commands and threat- | 
of fine : otherwile, if thou becſt as tt were a dead man, | 


continuthg under the burthen of notorious crimes, with- |- 
out ſorrow, or feare, or remorle, or care of amendment, | 


| evill good, if the: JDevill hath ſo bewic{2d thee, rhat | 
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|, { Pſalme4-2,'and 31.18, and 33, 20. Asthe Red Dra-| 
'. fgous, Revel.12, caſt a floud 'of water out of Wis month, | 
HB > p : i= 22's wr, +» BI RN EOS after- | 
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| | Commandements of God, Revelations 12. 1 Te theſe or 


| the omniporency of a God.” | 


| leife by thy life; for 1nfidelity is the bitter root of all 


{| inviſible beleife,by thy viſible life: for the hand is the be 
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fall of Believers ; buc Faith purtfieth the Heart, A&s i5, 
9. and worketh þ | Love , Gall. 5.6. Conſuresourna- 
]eurall unnaturall corruptions, and ſanttifieth the whole 


'after the Woman , Whew hecould ot reach her veieh ys | 
clawes, verſe15. Or any way oppoſeſt chem ; or the 
oppoſition of poodhefle, Fives thee the title of wicked- | 


theu ara Soukljer of t8e=: Dragon, who goes owpgo 
make Warre wich thI#dtefted Secde, which heepe the 


any one of theſe, thew that cliou haſt neither part, vor'| 
fellowſhip intht Chriſtian beliefe ; chat thoy art an Infi- 
dell, yea, an Atheiſt , which 1s a inger degree of infide- 
lity, and that thou doeſt no way diftcr from an Heathen, 
but only in the ſaying of a Paternoſter, a Creed, and, 1: 
may be the ten Commanidements : Neither baft thou a- 
ny more of a conſcience,” than fare, which fearc alſo a» 
riſes more from the power ofthe Magiſtrate, than from 


X Y 


But to make thy ſelfe confeſle this, examine thy be. 
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wickednes,and alively faith the true Mother of all gnod- 
neſle: Indeed if pride,\wearing,prophaneing of the Lords 
Day, drunkennefſe, adultery, conterapt of Religion and 
all eoodnefle were fruites offaich , then the world were 


DO” TORT 


man throughout 1 Theſſ. 5.23. Ats.26. 18. Sothat 
our faith to G -* is ſeene inour faithfullneſle tomen; 
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nefle; which alone is th&haltny therev?; and [bewes rhat | 


ns” - 
o 
* 


Shew me thy faith by thy works faith S; James, that is,thy | 
i. 


' commentary of the heart, What a man does, I am ſure 
he thinkes, not alwayes:what he ipeakes : men may lay 
they beleeve the wed: ; but certainely they would neye 
ſpeake as they ſpeake,think as they think,do as they do,1 
they thought that their A REIT deeds, 


'come to Indgement. 
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If menbeleeved that heaven were ſo ſweet, and hell 
fo intolerable, as the word makes.them; they would be 
' more obedient upon earth ; the yoluptuous would not 
ſay, with Eſaw, give me the pottage of pleaſure , take 
= will the birth-right of guage here , and glory here» 
after ; the Cove:eus would Wdtlay , Take youheaven, 
Jet us have mony. Ilecleare ic bya fimilitude, . 

Ifa Phyſitian ſhould ſay unto 29 Patient, here ſtands 
| a Cordiall, which if you take will cureyou; but touch not 
| this other Viall, for that 15 deadly poyſon, and herefu- 
ſeth the Cordiall, to take the poyion; 1n this caſe , who 
canchoſe but conclude, that either he beleeved not his 
Phyſitian,or preferred death before life? But go on” _ 

Tfmenbur beleeved, that God alwayes beholds them, 
they durſt not ſin, No theife was ever ſo impudent , as 
to ſteale inthe very face of the Tudge. O God, letme 
ſee my ſelfe leene by thee, and I ſhall not dare to offend 
thee; Apaine, if men beleeved, that there is a place of f 
darkneſſe, they would feare the works of darkneſſe. If 
Lots Sonnes-inelaw had beleeved theirfather , when he 
tould them the City ſhould ſuddenly be deſtroyed with 
fire and brimſtone, and thatby flying they might eicape It, | 
they would have obeyed his jw 1 If the old 
{ world had beleeved, that God would indeed, andin 
good earneſt bring ſuch a flood uponthem , as he threats 
ned, they would not have neglected the opportunity of 
entring the Arke, before it was ſhut, and the windowes 
of heaven opened ; much lefle would they have ſcoft and 
 [flomedatNoah, while be was building it: ſo if you did 
bu, qe beleeve what the Scripture ſpeakes of hell , you 
4; 1 would neednoe intreaties to avoid it: yea, caſt but your 
£7: -4eyes upon that fiery gulfe with a full perſwaſion cf it , 
* and finif you dare. - You loye your ſelves well enough 

p 4 avoid a knowne paine, we know that there are _ 
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| your deſpaire, than of your ſecurity, 
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and Bridewells, and Toales, and dungeons, and Racks, | 
and Gibbets for malefaCtors, and our very feare keej s us 
innocent ; were your hearts equally aſlured of thole hel- 
liſhtorments, yee couldnot, yee durſt not continue in| 
thoſe ſinnes, for which they are prepared : yea, it you} 
did truly beleeve a hell , chere would be inore danger of 


Yeazhad you but ſo much of an kuſtoricall faith,as tobe. 
leeve the Scriptures, touching what God hath already | 
inflicted upon ſinners; as, upon the Angells, cheold } 
world, Soadome and Gomorrah, Pharoah and the E- 


gyptians, Nadab and Abihu,(hira,Dathan,and Abyram,| 


with their 250 Captaines 5 and mary thouſands of the} 
Children of 1/raz{ , cogether withthe whole Nation of | 
the Jewes, Hammon and Balaam, Saul and Doeg , Abſo-| 
lon and eAchitephell, Ahab and Tefabell, Schachnts and} 
Nebuchadnezar, the 2 Captaines and their fifties, Herod | 
and ?wdas, Annanias & Saphirab,witha world of others. 
Much more , if you did beleeye how ſeyerely he hath 
dealt with his owne Chikiren, when they finned a- 
gainſt lim. vizr, with oſes , and Aaron, and Ely, 
which were in ſingular fayour with him; yea, with 
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David, aman afier his owneheart , andthat aftcr his 
ſin was remitted ; it were .impoſſible but thou wouldeſt 
feare to offend fo Iealous a God : for thus thou wouldeſt 
argue, If God be ſo Jult and ſeyereto his owne children 
who wereſo gobd and gracious ; how thallI, wicked 


ſervice all my dayes, look tobe diſpenſed withall? If the 
godly ſuffer ſo many, and grievous afflitions herez whar 

11 his adverlaries ſuffer in hell? 1f Sampſos be thus 
pumiſhed,(hall che Philiſtims eſcape? /f:be righteons ſpall 
ſcarcely be. ſaved, where ſoall the un godly and ſinner 


"— the Scripture ſpeakes : 3 Per.g. t 8: For thou 
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& ungracious ſervant, that never did him apeece of good | 


% 


—— 


| 116 The (re 
canſt not Imagine, that he will deale afcer a new and 
| extraordinary way with thee, and ſo breake the Courſe 
| of his ſo Tuſt, and io Jong continued proceedings. . 

j Wherefore dally no longer; with your owne ſoules, 
Are yee Chriſtians 1n earneli? Do yee belecye the word? 
or doe you not? If you doe not, yee are worſe than the 
Devill ; for the Devills beleeve and tremble; they have 
both faith and feare, where as thou haſt neither feare 
[ nor faith, If yoube Chriſtians, there is an hell yn.your 
[ Creed ; ifthere bee an hell, How dare you tare Heaven 
' with your blaſphemies, and bangie the dreadfull Name of 
God in your impure mouthes,by your bloudy oathes and 
cxecrations? How dare you exerciſe your ſaucy wits in 
prophane ſcoffs at religion , and diſgrace that bloud, 
whereof hereafter you would give athouſand worlds for 
one drop? - It is no hight or{light offence, to contemne 
the brethren of the Son of God : but thou fightelt agaunit 
the very graces of Gods Spirit, wherever rs M15 I : 
and notwithſtanding thoudidſt vow in thy baptiſme , 
ro fight under Chriſts banner, againſt the world, the ficſ 


ſervant nnto thy lives end, as good reaſon, ſince he laid 
| downehis life to redeeme thee, and hathever fnce pro- 
tefted and provided for thee ; for a very Dog, will tight 
for his maſter that feeds him : thou corgrarily takeſt part 
with the world, thefleſhand the Devill, his mortall eni- 
mies, and takeſt up armes to fight againſt {riffs 
Againe, if there be an hell, andbur a tithe of n.uem 
Chriſtians , who call themſelves ſo ; what meanes our. 


our detention of wages, our incredible cruelty to ſer- 


vants, our incluſtag of Commons, ingroſſing of commo- 


and the Devill, and to continne bis faithfull ſouldier and | 
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grinding of faces, like edged tooles, andour ſpilling of | 
blood, Iike water 2 What meanesour racking of rents, | 


| ities, our gripin exactions , with ttreining the advan- 
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2 of Prejudice. 17 | 


he _ . | 
rages of greatnes, our incquall levies of legall payments , 
our ſpighefull ſuites, griping uſury,our bouzing.and _ | 
fing, our bribery, perjury, partiallity,our ſacriledge, ſim- 
niacall roman” A ſoule murther,our ſcurrillprophaq- | 
neſle,cofoning in bargaines, breaking of promilſcs,perfidi- 
|  o8gundermin1ngs, pride, luxury, wantonnefle; contempt 
of Gods Meſſengers, negledt of bis Ordinances, violation 
of his'dayes,cc ? whenitthe Word of Godbe true, we 
' need no'other ground of our laſt and heavieſt doom, than 
ye have not given, ye have not viſited,&c, Mat 25,41. to 
46. Certainely, if the tythe of us be Chriſtians, which 
call our {elyes fo, 'there areabundance of Chriftians in 
| hell > For what-eyes can bur runne over; to ſee tor the | 
moſt part, what lives menleade ? There was a woman 
much ſpokenof in ſome parts of this Land, that l;ved in 
a profeſſed doubt of the Deity, yea, even after] Uumi- | 
nation'and Repentance; ſhe could hardly be comforted ; 
lhe oftefiproteſted, that the vicious and offencive lite of 
a-great'learned man, in the Towne where the dwelt, did 
occalion thoſe damned doubts in herminde. And wee 
reade that Linacre reading upon the New Teſtamenr the | 
5-6, and 7*Þ, Chapters of Saint Matthews Gofpell,and 
comparing thoſe rules with Chriſtians lives, hee threw 
downe the book -,. and burſt forth into thisproteſtation, 
Either this is not God's Goſpeli, or we are n6t (hriſtians. 
Let any man lookeupon the lives of moſt men; and then 
ſay,whether the argument be not without all exceptions, 
It is che abſtraft of Religion, to imitare him whom i 
| we worſhip : neither are wee worthy to be called Chri. | 
ſtiang except wee be like lum 1n workes:. Wee are 
not like Chriſt, except wee doe whatloever (God coms | 
mands, and ſuffer wharſoever hee inflicts : Now we are 
naught at doing, but when 1t comes to ſuffering, we are 
| |gone: it is the happineCVie of theſe cold times, that wee 
ob — os are) 
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if the Whzele ſhould turne, which the mercy of Gad far- 
bid, bow many would turne from Chriſt, rather than 
burne for him ? Alaſſe! the greateſt numberare like Or- 
bilug the Grammarian, who not only forgot the Letters 


ly forget what is written in Chris Golpell, but they 
forget alſo that they are Chriſtians, and cart be of any re- 
bigton, for a neede; which ſhewes their hearts are true- 
ly of none. True, Gods ſeed is ſowne, but the Devils 
fruit comes up : and, likethe Zewes, we bring Chriſt Vi- 
negar, when hee thirſts for Wine. But what a (hame ? 
W bar a prodigieis this? Weare bound to praiſe 'G o Þ 
above any Nation whatſoever, (tor what Nation under 
caven injoyes 10 mucly light, or ſo many bleſſings as 
We?) aboveany Creature, tor all the creatures were ot- 
dained for our lakes: and yet Heaven, Earth, and Sea, 
all the Elements, all the Creatures obey the Word of 
God; only meo, for whom they were all made,ingrate- 
fully rebell againſt ir. nt 
The whuch, as it mightily aggravates our unthankful- 
nefle; ſo when time comes, it will gall our Conſciences 
[to death, Yea, when we ſhall conſider, that Chriſt bath 
| removed ſo many evills from us, and conferred ſo many 
| good things upon us,that they are beyond thought, or im 
gination ; and thatour recompence of hig love, hath been 
only to doe that which he hates, and* hate thole whom 
he loves, it will make us fpeechlefſe (like him1n the 
Goſpell, who wanted his wedding Garment) as neither 
expecting mercy, or daring to aske1t : for know this, 
that thy nwn conſcience will once ſting thee, likean Ad- 
der, tothink wha: (rift ha:h erven,and what he would 
have forgiven thee, if thou wouldſt but have repented : 


[fo thinke how often thou haſt beene invited to Heaven, | 


are nQt pur rothe hot fire, for tryall of our faith andlove : 


of his Booke, but even his own name : for they not on- | 
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how: eaſily. thou' mightelt have eſcaped hell, how often 
(Chriſt by bis Embaſladors offered chee remiſſion of ins, 
and the Kingdomeof Heaven freely, if thou wouldeſt 
| bur belceve. and repent, and how eaſily thoumighreſt- 
have obtained mercy in thoſe daycs,how ncere thou waft t 
\many times to bave repented, and yer diddeſt luffer the} 
:Devill and the World to keepe thee ſtill impenitent,and' 
/how the day of mercy is then palt, and will never dawn 
|:againe, \ 5" Bq _ 
. For the ſame Devill that now ſhuts your eyes, and 
labours to kcepe you blinde, during thepreſumprion of 
your life, will open them inthe deſperation, that fhall- 
'wait on you at death or in hell : As 1t fared with therich | 
'man, who when he was in hell, lifcup his eyes to Hea- ; 
'ven; but never before, Luke 16. 23. Thoſe ſcorching | 
flames opened themtopropoſe : Sin ſhuts up mens cyes, | 
but puniihment opens them, 3 3 i 
| - ButI hope Thave tatd enough, andchat thou art cons | 
vinc'd in thine own Conſcience, that hithertothou haſt } 
beene a meere Atheiſt, and that through Arheiſme, thou 
haſt hated, reviled and perſecuted the godly : If nor,truch | 

is as much truth, when it 1 not acknowledged, as when 
IC 18, | | 
. Now if thou doſt confidently, and without perad- 
venturebeleeve what the Scripture ipeakes of God, Hea- 
ven, hell, &c, If thoubeleeveſt the threatnings and pre- | 
cepts, as well as the promiſes, and if thou bearelt any love 
to thine own ſoule, Breake off thy ſinnes by repentance, 
and oppoſe the good no longer, give no credit tothe fleſh, 
or the Devill, which propheſy proſperity to finne ; but | 
beleeve God and the Scripture, which manifeſtly proves, | 
that every man ſhall bee judged according ts his workes, 
| Revel. 13. 13.and 22, 12. Make not hriſt abouliter | 
| for ſinne, nor Gods mercy a warrant for thy continuing | 
I 4 uw! 
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in an evil courſe. .. Be not therefore evil; becaule heeis | 
2a0d, leait like the faalith builder, thou corhmeit ſhort c 


pbrconning;fis Chriſt came to deſtranobe works of the | 
Devil, Fohn 3. 3.8, 9, 10. Andnoteebe a Patron off 
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linne ; and theres s5anercy with God. thatte'might be fea-\ 
76d, not that he might be deſpiſed þlalp hemed,&c. Pſal:} 
[- I 30. 4. Yea, know'this and-write it Svthe Table. booke'| 
of chy memory, ar; on the:tab/a of thine beart,. that if} 
4 God's beuntifulne(ſe and long Suffering towards tbeec| 
| aves., not. lea. thea;to: repentauce, iff wall! double thy 
doome, and increale:the pile of thy toxments: for every: | 
day yvhich does nazabare of thy veckening, will increate/| 
If, 241 numeratdoter, numerat vai and thou by thy-} 
hardnedle and 1mpenitencie, ſhalt bn trevfere rp wars: | 
thy ſelfe wrath againſt the day of ruth; and _— arch | 
ration of the juſt. judgment of God ons, 3.45.6 mw 
And to much of the third cax/e.:: 5. . FL 
Queſt. What other Cauſes creabiye, wh they 
| has hate and perfecute us? 
| et»/w. Other maine Canſes (4 chey makerhem) 
arerheſe Eight, © | 
?, Speaking of < Trmrh., 1K rs: 228, S722 24,26, 
27. Jer,11.19. and 26. 8,9,*1.and.36,23,26.and 38. 
4,56. eAmos 5.16, Wark, 6.16.6 29, Acts 16, 19, 
co 25. and 17. 5,6,7,13-and 18, TT, 12, 13, and 19, 
26.t0 34.and 21; 27,28, 30, 31. and 22,22, +} ms 
| og I,2, 12,13, I4. Gal 4.16. 
2. Milprifion, Acts 24. 14, and: 16,9,10,11 14 
IT Kings 18.17,18. P/al. 14.1. Jer.q4. 1 7,18,19. Wi. 
5. 4. Hat .7 14-an? I 3. $5,5 6557- and 25,15. Mar, 
5-39, 40.and 7. 5,8,9, John 2.19,20,21.and 3,344. 
and 7, 15, 23,24 and 8. 1557, $8,59. and 9.16.and 
1642, Acts 2.13, 2Theſ.2,10.11,12.Row.8.5,6,7,8 
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x Cor, 28, t9:29- and 3,7;8,FQ, FE, 12922 Lhe abfef 
20d 3, 18, 19329; 2. 75m,2-36. 1P<t.3.7,8. Rev.z;L75 
| 3, Example of the maltizuge,Gen, 19. 4.00 12, Nays: 


| $4: 2-3509; and 16, I.t0.4. HS.27.30, 25,2738} 
49, ,-2cts 19.24, 9.3%: ©. oj! + 10m} 
|! , 4+ Seperarien, Ge. 39-82-tO2.L- P/al26.4,5,and] 
| FO1,.7, and 119, $3,115. Prov... Band 23;20,Jer.} 
Ware Wſd. 246- lahn 15.19,.1 Cor.5.11. 2Cor.G.j 
17+ Epheſ: 5.7+;2.T bi. 3-6,14,)1 7444.44. Rev- iBho 
5s Thepreaching of ſome Miniſters, ler $31,206 Þ. | 
x 1.and 23,13-14,15,16,17,31,23,26,27,31,32.Ex8;33.} 
25, 26,28. Mat 9.34, Mark.1 3.22. Toh.5.q43. Att.| 
12.8 and20,29,30. Rem. 16yz,18..2 Gor.2,17.and | 
j H 13, 14,15, 17 94-1,2,3. A179, 3.8. 2 Pet2.ch.f 
T1 © J- 5 © HSE NT. Ye IND. 2 $468; g b5 
| J 6 7 he fcandalow lives of ſome profeſſors, Gen,g.21, 
' 22.and 12,18,19.and19.33,35,36. and 20.2,12,16, 
| and 34,13, 14,15,16,25,26. 031, I Sam.2.12.to 18. 
2 Sam. 12,14, at.7.15.and 18,7, and 23,3,14,23,24, 
| 25 -27-and 26,1,1h,,16, 70,72,74- and 27.5. 

7. Flocking after Sermons, Joh. 11. 48. and12,19,6, 
2,and Atts 13.45. Matth.4.24. 25. and15,30, Har, 
3.10. and 8,1. and1o,t,2. Zuke 5.15. and 6,17,18,19, > | 

8, The finall cauſe is, that they may have mere com- | 
pany here in ſin, and hergafter in torment, Pſal. 35.4.7,12 
and 40; 14;and$6,6.and 5 9,2;3 Hatth.23.13.t5 .Luke | 
11.52. Johnn. 48. and12,10 11. and 1s 19. eA&.,26,n, 
1 Pet. 4.4. Revel.12.17. and I3,15. | 
| But they areall ſoprolix, and yer ſounmeete to bee 
abbreviated, that if I ſhould handle them, and make of all 
but one Volume, they would ſo ſwell the heaps, that nor 
a few would be deprived of the whole, He will buy a 
{ Manuall, or Exchiridion, that will not buy a Commen- 
| tary : and he will readea Carrarto, that will not reade 
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| vie The Vile of Patience, laſt Edition: 
The miſchiefe and wiſery of Scanaalls, 


The end of the firſt Part. 
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for them 0B informed touching 
iee mar: | 


*digeſted; which bing taken all at | 
doy, but ſurfer. wWheefore L willſ 
until] ] I ſes what returne this will make :{_ 
Ah#'the rather, for that there are three Treatiſes already} 
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